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Warning-Disclaimer 


This book is designed to provide information in regard to the subject matter covered. It is 
sold with the understanding that the publisher and author are not engaged in rendering 
legal, accounting, insurance, or other professional services. If legal or other expert 
assistance is required, the services of a competent professional should be sought. 


It is not the purpose of this manual to reprint all the information that is otherwise 
available to the author and/or publisher. The purpose is to complement, amplify, and 
supplement other texts. You are urged to read all the available material, learn as much as 
possible about investing and to tailor the information to your individual needs. 


Every effort has been made to make this book as complete and as accurate as possible. 
However, there may be mistakes both typographical and in content. Therefore, this text 
should be used only as a general guide and not as the ultimate of investing information. 
Furthermore, this book contains information on investing only up to the printing date. 


The purpose of this book is to educate and entertain. The author and publisher shall have 
neither liability nor responsibility with respect to any loss or damage caused by the 
information contained in this book. 
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Foreword 


Fairbury is a small town located in Central Illinois. It is 100 miles south of Chicago and 
60 miles east of Peoria. It was founded in 1857 when the railroad first crossed Central 
Illinois. 


This short story excerpts the biographies of 116 Fairbury area citizens from the 1888 
book Portrait and Biographical Album of Livingston County, Illinois by Chapman 
Bros. 


These colorful biographies tell the story of the early pioneers who settled Central Illinois. 
They converted the swampy prairie into some of the most productive farms on the planet. 


If you are interested in early Fairbury area history, this short story will help you 
understand the pioneers who settled this area. 
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CHAPTER 1 


Introduction 
The first published history book on Livingston County, Illinois, was The History of 
Livingston County, Illinois by W.M. LeBaron published in 1878. 


The second published history book on Livingston County, Illinois, was Portrait and 
Biographical Album of Livingston County, Illinois by Chapman Bros. published in 
1888. 


The third published history book on Livingston County, Illinois, was Historical 
Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of Livingston County Volume IT by Bateman and 
Selby published in 1909. 


This book extracts the biographies from the second 1888 book for the citizens of Avoca 
Township, Indian Grove Township, Belle Prairie Township, and Fairbury. This is 
basically the Fairbury, Illinois, area in 1888. There are 116 biographies for the people 
living in these areas. 


The 1888 book has been digitized by someone. It is a PDF file that can be searched by 
word. Unfortunately, you can not directly copy and paste from the PDF file into a Word 
document. About 80 to 90% of the words are copied correctly. It requires manual 
intervention to correct all the errors from this process. With the thousands of manual 
corrections required, I have probably made a few errors due to this translation process. 


Hopefully, this e-book will allow future generations the ability to quickly search and find 
information on their relatives that lived in the Fairbury area in 1888. 


At the end of this book, I will make some over-all observations about life in 1888 in 
Fairbury. These observations are drawn from reading and studying all 116 biographies in 
the book. 


An alphabetical list of all the biographies from the Fairbury area is shown below. The 
next chapter will contain all the biographies in alphabetical order. 


Amsler, John H. 

Bartlett, Mrs. Chloe C. 

Beach, Thomas A. 

Becker, Aaron (with farm illustration) 
Bennet, John 

Besgrove, James 

Bischoff, Ludwig 

Bloom, Henry 

Bodley, John Sr. 


Bradbury, Andrew J. 

Bradshaw, Joseph 

Brewer, Dr. Dan 

Carrithers, Judge Charles F. 

Carter, C.E. 

Chamings, William (with farm illustration) 
Champlin, Alsom P. 

Claudon, Andrew B. 

Coomer, John 

Cox, Joshua T. 

Coyner, John A. 

Crouch, Richard G. 

Crum, David S. 

Darnall, Major Martin (personal portrait also) 
Dirks, Edo (with farm illustration) 

Dominy, Lorenzo B. 

Duell, Silas 

Eads, Franklin M. (with farm illustration and personal portrait) 
Easton, Alexander 

Eiklor, William F. (with farm illustration) 
Fetzer, Josiah 

Gillette, Horace M. 

Gray, Daniel 

Greenbaum, Samuel M. 

Hall, George 

Harris, John (with farm illustration) 
Hieronymous, Benjamin (personal portrait also) 
Hilsback, David W. 

Hilton, Henry 

Hotaling, Miller 

Howarth, James H. 

Humphreys, Christopher C. (with farm illustration) 


Hutchinson, Lansing 


Johnson, Charles M. 
Johnson, Francis D 
Kent, Solomon E. 
Laubenheimer, Peter 
Linscott, Squire 

Loar, John 

Mack, Hugh D. 
McDowell, H.H. 
McDowell, Isaac P. 
McDowell, John W. 
McDowell, Mrs. Frances 
McDowell, Oliver P. 
McDowell, Thomas G. 
McKee, Hugh 
Mitchell, Edwin G. 
Morris, Elhanan 
Morris, Michael 
Morrison, Albert J. 
Morrison, Jasper 
Morrison, Samuel 


Murdock, David L. 


Norman, Mrs. Asenith 

Odell, James (with farm illustration and personal portrait) 
Oppy, Jacob 

Ostrander, Dr. Chauncey 

Ostrander, Joseph K. 

Owens, Peter P. 

Parson, Dr. Nathan 

Patton, George W. (personal portrait also) 
Pearson, Eli 

Pearson, Martina 

Porter, John 

Potter, Perry M. (personal portrait also) 


Pratt, Lorenzo F. 

Pricer, Samuel M. 

Quest, Mrs. Emeline 

Remington, Henry 

Rex, John 

Robinson, Captain Benjamin 
Robinson, Hugh 

Rogers, Samuel S. 

Shaw, Thomas E. 

Skinner, William W. 

Smith, David F. (with farm illustration) 
Smith, William 

Spangler, Isaac J. 

Spence, Marquis D. (with farm illustration) 
Spence, Martin M. 

Spence, W. (personal portraits also) 
Spencer, Thomas C. 

Stockham, DeWitt C. 

Straight, Rufus (with farm illustration and personal portrait) 
Stratton, Richard 

Strobel, Bernhard 

Talbott, Thomas 

Tanner, James 

Tavener, William 

Taylor, John J. 

Travis, Jeremiah 

Travis, Martin M. 

Tronc, Stephen 

Trullinger, Joseph 

Tucker, Jacob S. 

Ulfers, Rudolph 

Virgin, John (personal portrait also) 


Weider, Aaron 


Weihermiller, Nicholas 

Westervelt, Emery 

Westervelt, J.L. 

Worden, Charles 

Worrick, George 

Younger, Charles 

Younger, William (with farm illustration) 
Zook, John M. 
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CHAPTER 2 


Biographies in Alphabetical Order 


JOHN H. AMSLER, an important factor in the farming community of Indian Grove 
Township, came to this section during the early days of its settlement, and set himself 
about the establishment of a permanent home. 


Like many of the pioneers of Livingston County, he first opened his eyes to the light in 
Pennsylvania, his birthplace being in York County, and the date thereof Jan. 2,1832. 


When our subject was but a child five year of age, his father migrated to the West, taking 
up his residence upon the present site of Peoria. There was then but little evidence of the 
beautiful and flourishing city which now greets the eye of the traveler. A few months 
later the elder Amsler entered 160 acres of land in Woodford County, ten miles from 
where he had first stopped, and here the subject of our sketch was reared to manhood. 


He received but a limited education, and spent his early years after the manner of the sons 
of pioneer farmers. He remained under the parental roof until about twenty-nine years of 
age, and was then united in marriage with Miss Sarah A. Clifton, who has ever been to 
him a true friend and companion. 


Mrs. Amsler was born in Woodford County, Ill. , Sept. 5th, 1842, and is the daughter of 
Levi and Sarah (Sowders) Clifton, natives respectively of Ohio and Virginia. Her father 
was a farmer by occupation, and departed this life in Woodford County about 1854, 
followed by the mother two years later; both were members of the New-Light Church. 
The parental household included seven children, two of whom, Douglas and Ernest, are 
now deceased. Those surviving besides Mrs. Amsler, are, Cora, the wife of E. W. Burger, 
of Kingman, Kan.; Charles. Ida and Amber. 


Mr. Amsler removed from Woodford to McLean County in 1866 and in 1883 came to 
this county, where his property includes eighty acres of finely cultivated land, one and a 
half miles west of Fairbury, besides a fine residence in the city. He still continues the 
superintendence of his farm, and spends his leisure time in Fairbury, where his home is 
replete with all the comforts of modern life. During his later years on the farm, he turned 
his attention largely to the raising of fine stock, making a specialty of blooded draft 
horses and Poland-China swine. He usually does his own shipping, and has realized a 
small fortune from his operations in this department of agriculture. 


As a member of society he has been the encourager of those enterprises calculated for the 
moral and intellectual growth of the people, and with his family is a member and regular 
attendant of the Christian Church, of which he has been Deacon for the past ten years, 
and Trustee for probably more than that length of time. In political matters he is 
decidedly Democratic. 


The parents of our subject, John and Annie (Brock) Amsler, were natives of Switzerland, 
where the mother was born Nov. 3rd, 1802, and the father July 10, 1806. They were 
married in 1828, and are still living, enjoying in a remarkable degree their physical 
strength, and still employed actively about their homestead in Washington, Tazewell Co., 
Ill. Both are members of the German Evangelical Church, in which the father specially 
has been prominent and has for many years held the office of Treasurer. They had a 
family of eight 


children. The eldest son, Jacob, started for Oregon in 1851 and since 1870 they have had 
no word from him or trace of him. The others besides our subject were named 
respectively: Susan, Mary, Henry, Christopher, Maggie and Samuel. 


MRS. CHLOE C. BARTLETT, of Fairbury, is the widow of the late Dr. Cicero C. 
Bartlett, formerly a practicing physician, but who later in life took up farming pursuits 
which he followed for a number of years successfully. He spent his last days in Indian 
Grove Township, where his death took place on the 5th of March, 1883, when he was 
fifty -six years old, his birth having occurred Dec. 4, 1826. 


Dr. Bartlett was a native of Hamilton County, Ohio, where he spent his childhood and 
youth, and commenced the study of medicine under the instruction of his uncle, W. H. 
Bartlett, M. D., of Butler. Subsequently he entered the Columbus (Ohio) Medical 
College, from which he was graduated in 1852, and on the 13th of April, that same year, 
he was united in marriage with Miss Chloe C. Beach. 


Mrs. Bartlett was born in Madison County, Ohio, Sept. 17, 1831, and is the daughter of 
Dr. Lorenzo and Edith (Bull) Beach, the former a native of Vermont and the latter of 
New York State. Dr. Beach was born in 1798, and died in August, 1878. The mother was 
born in 1805, and departed hence several years previous to the death of her husband, her 
decease occurring in 1874. They were the parents of four children—James, Thomas, 
Chloe and Hester. 


Dr. and Mrs. Bartlett after their marriage commenced life together in a modest dwelling 
at Dillsboro, Ind., whence they removed, in 1855, to this county, and Dr. B. opened up a 
farm, where he cultivated the soil two years, then took up his residence in the town of 
Fairbury and engaged in general merchandising, including extensive transactions in grain. 
About 1870 he instituted the private bank which was afterward familiarly known under 
the firm name of Bartlett, Beach & Dominy. On account of failing health, however, Dr. 
Bartlett was obliged to retire from active business, and spent the last four or five years of 
his life at home retired from active labor. 


Dr. Bartlett was public-spirited and liberal, and did much toward building up the town of 
Fairbury, being foremost in those enterprises calculated for the progress and welfare of its 
people. The great ambition of his life was to provide a handsome and comfortable home 


for his family, which he was permitted to accomplish. The fine residence now occupied 
by his widow is as much an (illegible) to the residence portion of this city as it is a credit 
to him who projected it. It is pleasantly located on Walnut street, and both within and 
without gives evidence of cultivated tastes and ample means. The grounds comprise half 
an acre, finely laid out and planted with choice shade trees and shrubbery. The carriage- 
barn stands in the rear and all the appurtenances of the homestead combine to give it an 
air of comfort and plenty, which is extremely pleasant to the eye. 


As a husband, father and member of society, Dr. Bartlett presented in his whole career 
the character of a man whose example was eminently worthy of imitation. He had 
identified himself with the Methodist Episcopal Church early in life and remained a 
consistent member until his death. He was mourned as the useful and valued citizen 
whose loss it is difficult to replace. 


He filled the various township offices, the duties of which he discharged with 
conscientious fidelity, and in politics uniformly voted the Republican ticket. 


Dr. and Mrs. Bartlett became the parents of six children, two of whom died in infancy. 
Edith, the eldest daughter, is the wife of Elmer Lewis, of Fairbury, who is engaged as a 
commercial traveler; Albert C. married Miss Emma McDowell, and resides in Fairbury; 
Emma, Mrs. Hiatt B. Taylor, is a resident of Ohio: Harry remains at home with his 
mother. Mrs. Bartlett is a member of the Presbyterian Church and a lady highly respected 
in her community. 


THOMAS A. BEACH, of the firm of Beach & Dominy, bankers, at Fairbury, deals also 
in real estate, and at the present time is owner of 2,400 acres of land, besides a great deal 
of town property. His residence is one of the most substantial and imposing buildings in 
the village of Fairbury. It was constructed in 1857, and regardless of expense was fitted 
with all the modern conveniences. 


Mr. Beach was born in the town of Amity, Madison Co., Ohio, on the 4th of December, 
1828, and is the son of Lorenzo and Edith (Bull) Beach, who were natives respectively of 
New York and Vermont. Dr. Lorenzo Beach was born at New Haven, Vt., on the 7th of 
November, 175)8, and died at Fairbury, Ill., on the 9th of August, 1878, aged seventy- 
nine years, nine months and two days. 


At the age of seventeen he moved to Worthington, Ohio, where he resided about one 
year. Thence he went to Urbana, Ohio, where he studied medicine with Dr. Parker three 
years, after which he removed to Amity, Ohio, and engaged in the practice of medicine 
for twelve years continuously, when he moved on a farm in the vicinity, and resided 
twenty-three years more, practicing medicine in connection with farming. He united with 
the Methodist Episcopal Church at Amity, Ohio, about the year of his first marriage, 
1823, and for over fifty years was an active, consistent member of that denomination, 
contributing very liberally of his means toward the building of a church at Amity, Ohio, 


and Fairbury, Ill. His business, as well as his Christian life, was a success. For three years 
before his death, his mind as well as his body perceptibly failed, though he spent much 
time in the examination of God's Word, and any allusion to it in his hearing always 
brought a hearty and ready response. He frequently sang those hymns and tunes familiar 
to him in his youth, but forgotten among the busier scenes of life, to come back and 
comfort him in after years. 


He renewed his youth like the eagle. He was like a tree planted by the rivers of water that 
bringeth forth his fruit in his season ; his leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper." 


His first wife bore him four children: James died in infancy; Hester married Mr. Ezra 
Dominy, both of whom died some years ago; Thomas A.; Chloe married Dr. Bartlett, and 
is now a widow. He married Mrs. Sarah A. Roop, Nov. 23, 1870, who was born Nov. 1, 
1821. 


Thomas A. Beach married Miss Amelia Bartlett, on the 8th of April, 1853, the ceremony 
being performed by the Rev. Dr. Smith, of the Methodist Episcopal Church. She was 
born on the 9th of July, 1828, in Hamilton County, Ohio, and was the daughter of Latham 
S. and Nancy (Comstock) Bartlett, natives of Vermont and New York State respectively. 
The mother died in 1840, and the father died in Ohio on the 13th of June, 1862, in the 
sixty-fourth year of his age. He was an early settler in Ohio, and was a farmer by 
occupation. For many years during his life he held the offices of Trustee and Class- 
Leader in the Methodist Episcopal 


Church. He married for his second wife. Miss Hannah March, in 1842; she still lives at 
the age of sixty-nine years. Writing of his religious character and life, a biographer says 
of Mr. Bartlett: He was converted and joined the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which 
he lived a consistent member until death. He was not one of those impulsive, vacillating 
characters, to be governed by the opinions and feelings of others, driven by adversity or 
led away by prosperity, but like every consistent, honest man, he with a strong faith and a 
well-balanced mind, served God and labored for the church from principle. He served the 
church for many years as Class-Leader and Steward, for which work he had a peculiar 
gift, as he was always cheerful, hopeful, charitable and forbearing, always preferring 
others to himself. For some seven years previous to his death he suffered much from a 
nervous disease, and a part of this time he was deprived of church privileges. But at home 
he used the means of grace and continued to retain his confidence in God. and to feel that 
His grace was sufficient to sustain him in the hour of affliction. For three months prior to 
his death, his sufferings were beyond description ; every day during that time he thought 
would be his last, and often looked forward with joy to the time when his sufferings 
would end, that he might leave this world of woe to dwell in the land where pain cannot 
come. In the death of Father Bartlett, the church lost a true brother, the wife a kind 
husband, the children an affectionate father, our country a true patriot, and the oppressed 
of our land an unflinching friend." By his first marriage there were six children—William 
H., Josiah, Harriet, Cicero, Amelia and Sarah A. By the second marriage there were also 
six children Lavanda, Orplia, Latham, Ella M., Charles E. and Horace G. ; two of the first 
children are living, and all but one of the last. 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Beach have had four children : Sarah A., who died at the age of 
fourteen years; Chloe B., at the age of twenty-two years; Thomas L., in infancy; Ella, the 
wife of Dr. Lewis, of Fairbury, has two children—Thomas B. and Amelia. Mr. Beach 
arrived in Illinois on the 15th of August, 1834, and located on a farm two and one-half 
miles southwest of Fairbury, where he resided nine years, and then moved into the town, 
and for the following sixteen years engaged in the dry-goods and hardware business. In 
1874 he established a banking business which he has since continued. Mr. Beach is a 
member of the Masonic fraternity, and has advanced as far as the Chapter. He is a 
Republican in politics; his wife is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


AARON BECKER. The raising of blooded cattle and hogs has grown to be one of the 
greatest industries of Illinois, and growers differ as much in their choice of breeds as 
woman do in their notions of the fashions. 


The subject of this sketch in his choice of cattle has certainly made no mistake, for there 
is no breed more popular than the Durham, not only in Illinois but in every section where 
cattle connoisseurs live. Of Durham cattle Mr. Becker has made a specialty, and his 
experience with them convinces him that that breed will do to tie to. He is a large farmer 
and stock-breeder on section 17, Belle Prairie Township, and was born in Lancaster 
County, Pa., on the 18th of June, 1834. His mother died in 1875 at the age of sixty-four 
years. Of her family of five children three are now living—Aaron, Annie and John 
William. 


Mr. Becker was married on the 27th of August, 1862, to Fannie Austin, a native of 
Virginia, who was born on the 20th of January, 1846. By this marriage four children were 
born : John and Martha J., both of whom died in infancy; Sarah A., Mrs. W. L. Tarr, and 
Mary. 


Mr. Becker was a second time married, to Miss Sarah E. Wilhour, on the 29th of 
February, 1872. She was born in Lancaster County, Pa., on the 13th of November, 1845, 
and is the daughter of Peter and Susan (King) Wilhour, natives of Lancaster County, Pa. 
The father was of English descent, born in 1822, and is a farmer by occupation and a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church; he is now living in Kingman County, Kan., 
to which place he went in 1883. The mother was born in 1824, of English descent, and 
has nearly all her life been a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


They are the parents of five children: Sarah E., Mrs. Becker; Martha A., deceased, was 
married to Daniel Humphrey ; Mary E. died at the age of two years, eleven months and 
thirteen days; William H. died at the age of two years and nine days; Eliza C. married 
John W. Patterson, who is now deceased. By Mr. Becker's second marriage there have 
been two children : Gertie A., born June 16, 1876, and Jessie B., Feb. 1, 1884. 


Mr. Becker came to Illinois in 1858 and engaged at work by the month for five years, 
when he purchased a team of horses and went to work for himself. 


In 1863 he paid $1,000 for a substitute in the army. His first purchase of laud was eighty 
acres of unbroken prairie, and he now owns 160 acres of highly cultivated land, well tile 
drained and hedge fenced, and well equipped with buildings, including the fine residence, 


barns, etc. Besides this farm he owns 320 acres of excellent land in Kingman County, 
Kan. For several years he has been extensively engaged in stock-raising, making a 
specialty of Durham cattle and high-grade hogs, and in this business has been highly 
successful. 


He and his wife are both active members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to which 
they contribute liberally of their time and money. Mr. Becker acts with the Republican 
party and votes a straight ticket. As illustrative of the progress of this community, we 
exhibit on another page of this work a view of the residence of Mr. Becker. 


Tae 


JOHN BENNETT, one of the honored pioneers of Avoca Township, is now pleasantly 
located on section 36, where he is passing his declining years in the midst of a people 
who have known him long and well, and who have learned to thoroughly respect and 
esteem him for his excellent traits as a man and a citizen. He has looked upon the changes 
transpiring in his adopted State with the interest peculiar to the intelligent and progressive 
spirit which first impelled him to leave his native State, near the Atlantic coast, and make 
the long journey toward the setting sun. 


Mr. Bennett was born in Cape May County, N.J., Feb. 5, 1821, which county was also the 
birthplace of his parents, James and Deborah (Goff) Bennett. His paternal ancestors were 
natives of Ireland, and his mother descended from an excellent old Welsh family which 
afterward was represented by many descendants in the New England and Middle States. 


When John was a youth of fourteen years, with his father and step-mother, he started off 
on a long journey westward and located in Tippecanoe County, Ind., during its early 
settlement. His mother had died when he was a little lad four years of age. His father only 
survived until 1847, his death taking-place at his home in Tippecanoe County. John 
Bennett was there reared to manhood, receiving a limited education, his early studies 
being conducted in a log schoolhouse which was built after the manner of those days, 
with puncheon floor and a place to let in the light which by no means could be dignified 
by the name of window. 


He continued at farming, to which he had been reared, and to which his tastes naturally 
inclined, and after reaching his twenty-fifth birthday was married, Oct. 6, 1846, to Miss 
Rachel Shaw, a native of his own State and born in 1824. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bennett commenced life in a modest manner on a farm in Tippecanoe 
County, where they continued to live until 1863, when our subject disposed of his 
interests there, and coming to Avoca Township operated for a time on rented land. In 
1856 he purchased 120 acres of wild prairie, from which he eliminated his present 
comfortable and valuable homestead. Not a furrow had been turned when he took 
possession of it, and viewing the splendid farm of to-day the passer-by can easily imagine 
what years of labor and persistence must have been employed in order to bring it to its 
present condition. 


Mr. Bennett was thrown upon his own resources early in life and was content to start in a 
small way and labor and wait for results. When settling upon the land which he first 
purchased in Avoca Township he had about $80 in cash, a few rude farm implements and 
some live stock. He is now the owner of 320 acres, embracing one of the finest bodies of 
land in the southern part of Livingston County, and which is a standing monument of his 
industry and perseverance. He is intimately acquainted with the hardships and difficulties 
of pioneer life, and the "shifts" which all the early settlers were obliged to make in order 
to keep soul and body together. Besides carrying on the cultivation of his land in a wise 
and judicious manner, he still took time to interest himself in the welfare of the people 
about him, representing his township in the County Board of Supervisors three years, and 
serving as School Director and Trustee in his district. 


The community long ago learned to look upon him as one of its most trustworthy 
citizens, and he has never disappointed them. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bennett, in addition to the other good things which befell them as the 
reward of worth and integrity, became the parents of a blooming family of eight children, 
who are recorded as follows: Sarah was born Aug. 29, 1848, and is at home; Miriam was 
born July 20, 1850, and became the wife of Joshua Mills, of Ottawa, III. ; Winfield S. 
was born Nov. 15, 1851, and is at home: John E. was born March 5, 1855, married 
Minnie Merrit, and lives in this township; George H. was born Nov. 19, 1857, married 
Jennie Crum, and lives in Belle Prairie Township; Rachel Emma was born March 17, 
1862, and married John Mitton, of Fairbury, Ill.; Aaron J., born Feb. 28, 1864, and Mary 
D., May 9, 1868, are at home. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bennett are members of the United Brethren Church. In politics Mr. 
Bennett has always voted the Republican ticket. 


JAMES BESGROVE. of Belle Prairie Township, is a prominent representative of its 
wealth and prosperity, and the proprietor of one of its choicest farms, comprising 160 
acres on section 1. He obtained the land while it was in its uncultivated state, purchasing 
first eighty acres which he improved, and then doubling the amount, he put up later a fine 
residence and all the other structures required by the intelligent and skillful agriculturist. 


For many years he diligently tilled the soil and took careful note of his expenditures, an 
ere long found himself on the high road to a competency, he wisely invested his surplus 
capital in additional land. Soon after coming to this section of country, he was recognized 
as a valued addition to the community, and is respected no less for his straightforward 
business methods than for his kindly personal character. 


A large proportion of Livingston Comity is settled by substantial English residents, and 
our subject was himself born in Somersetshire, Dec. 13, 1846. His parents, Charles and 
Eliza (Browning) Besgrove, were also of English birth and parentage, and the father who 
died in 1862 spent his entire life in his native land. The mother is still living in England. 
and is now a very old lady. The parental family included seven children, of whom one 
died in infancy. Those surviving were named respectively, William. Henry, Mary A.. 
James, of our sketch. Alfred and Charles. Most of the brothers and sisters are located in 
Missouri. 


Mr. Besgrove came to the United States when a youth of sixteen years of age, starting out 
by him-self after the death of his father and bidding adieu to the associates and friends of 
his childhood. After a tedious voyage of five weeks and three days on a sailing vessel, he 
landed in the city of New York, whence he proceeded to Albany, where he found himself 
penniless and a stranger. He found means to communicate with his brother Henry, who 
had preceded him to this country, and was located in McLean County. Ill., who sent for 
him, and he worked thereafter in that vicinity by the month about three years, at $200 per 
year. 


By the most rigid economy at the end of this time he had managed to save the sum 
required to make his first purchase of uncultivated prairie land. 


An important event in the life of our subject was his marriage with Miss Elizabeth 
Mastis, which took place in Indian Grove Township, Jan. 1, 1872. Mrs. B., born Sept. 4, 
1853, is a native of the same shire as her husband, and came to this country in 1870. Her 
parents died in England. Their family included four children—Mary. Susan. Elizabeth 
and Sarah N. 


The children of Mr. and Mrs. Besgrove, seven living and one dead, were born as follows : 
Frank, Nov. 18, 1873: Herbert J., Oct. 4, 1875; Mary C, Oct. 4. 1877: Blanche E., Sept. 
3, 1879; Fanny, Aug-.'.), 1881 ; Charles, April 23, 1883; Annie, Jan. 26, 1885; and Eliza, 
born Sept, 12, 1.887, and died Sept. 27, 1887. 


They constitute a bright and promising family, receiving a good education as they reach 
the proper age to attend school and benefit by its advantages. Mr. Besgrove is a 
Republican in politics. 


LUDWIG BISCHOFF is well known through-out Avoca Township as one of its most 
industrious and enterprising German farmers, who commenced life in this section 
practically without means, and by a continued course of industry and determination, has 
secured a good homestead and a good position among his neighbors. His property 
includes 120 acres of good land on section 14, which is enclosed with neat and 
substantial fencing and supplied with good buildings. His farm stock and machinery are 


creditable alike to the man and the township, and bear fair comparison with those 
adjacent. 


Our subject was born in the Kingdom of Wurtemherg, Germany, Aug. 17, 1828. His 
parents, Matthew and Margaret (Polus) Bischoff, were also of German birth and ancestry, 
and passed their entire lives oil their native soil. 


Our subject, in common with the youth of that Empire, which represents largely the 
education and cultivation of Europe, commenced his studies in the school of his native 
Province when a lad six years of age and continued until fourteen. Thereafter he was 
employed in masonry and farming until twenty-six years of age, when, becoming 
dissatisfied with his condition .and prospects in his own country, he determined to seek 
his fortune across the Atlantic. He set sail from Havre in February, 1851, and after a 
voyage of forty-two days on a sailing vessel, landed in New York City and came directly 
to the Prairie State. 


After a short time spent in the city of Chicago he came into Stephenson County, of which 
he was a resident two years and was employed at farming. 


Thence he removed to McLean County, where he rented a tract of land several years, and 
came in 1865 to his present farm in Avoca Township, where he has since resided. 


While a resident of McLean Comity. Mr. Bischoff was married. Oct. 25, 1860, to Miss 
Mary Alendorff, a native of Prussia, born in 1840. She became the mother of five 
children and departed this life at her home in Avoca Township April 27, 1884. She was a 
faithful and affectionate wife, a wise and kind mother, and performed all her duties in life 
in a praiseworthy manner. She is remembered by her family and friends as a lady who 
possessed all the womanly virtues, and was greatly mourned by a large circle of friends. 
Mr. Bischoff has but two children living, namely, Wilhelm, born Feb. 5, 1862, and 
Matilda, Sept. 10, 1869. He meddles little with political matters, but upon occasions of 
important elections casts his vote with the Republican party. He is recognized as a man 
honest in his transactions and as a valued factor in a community more than ordinarily 
intelligent. 


HENRY BLOOM, late of Avoca Township, and one of its most highly respected 
citizens, was born in the city of Emden, Germany, Nov. 20,1817. His parents, Folkert and 
Lumka Bloom, were also of German birth and parentage, and spent their lives on their 
native soil. 


Mr. Bloom was reared to manhood in his native Province, and was placed in school at an 
early age, where he continued until fourteen years old. Some years after reaching 
manhood he was united in marriage with a maiden of his own Province, Miss Ida Gruter, 
their wedding taking place in the spring of 1852. Mrs. Bloom was born Oct. 20, 1817, 
and by her marriage with our subject became the mother of four children, two now living, 


namely, Fannie and Folkert, and two deceased—Lumka, who died in infancy, and one 
who died unnamed. 


Our subject continued in his native Province until 1854, when, accompanied by his wife 
and one child, he embarked on a sailing-vessel at Bremen, and after a voyage of over nine 
weeks landed in the city of New Orleans. Thence they came directly to this State, 
locating at first near Peoria, where they resided three and one-half years, and then 
removed to Tazewell County. Mr. Bloom engaged in labor there two and one-half years, 
but not being quite satisfied with the result he came to Avoca Township, this county, 
where he subsequently became possessor of 300 acres of land from which he built up a 
fine homestead, and where his death occurred July 4, 1884. 


Mr. Bloom was one of the finest representatives of the German element in this State that 
has contributed so largely to the development of its resources. He was industrious and 
enterprising, and possessed that resolute and determined spirit which admitted no such 
word as fail. He had practicality nothing- when he came to Illinois, while at his death he 
left to his family one of the most valuable farms in Central Illinois. 


He was greatly respected by his entire community, and in his family was kind and 
indulgent, while outside he was always willing to lend a helping hand to those in need, or 
to whatever project would result in the general good. He was one of the pillars of the 
German Reformed Church, which in his death lost one of its most cheerful and liberal 
supporters. His widow and daughter still occupy the homestead, while his son Folkert is 
part proprietor of a lucrative mercantile business at Evansville, Ind. Mr. Bloom after 
becoming a naturalized American citizen, informed himself thoroughly upon the politics 
of this country, and identified himself with the Democratic party as representing his 
sentiments and beliefs. He never sought office, but was content in a quiet way to 
encourage those enterprises set on foot for the building up of educational and religious 
institutions, and which would must surely effect the happiness of the people. 


JOHN BODLEY, Avoca Township. In every new settlement that has attained to 
prominence and success in the building up of its industrial and educational institutions 
and also its agricultural interests, there have always been a few leading spirits to plant the 
standard of progress and serve as a watcher, as it were, on the walls so that things should 
keep on moving and not be allowed to stagnate or turn back. The gentleman whose name 
heads this biography has largely represented one of the moving spirits of his community, 
of which he became a member in the fall of 1854, more than thirty years ago. 


In him were at once recognized the intelligence and resolution so essential in the settling 
up of a new country, and his whole course through life has been that of a helper and a 
leader. He has been identified with the educational and religious interests of the southern 
part of Livingston County ever since he was numbered among its citizens, and is 
accordingly held in due respect. Our subject, a native of Montgomery County, Ohio, was 
born in a modest homestead near Dayton, Feb. 9, 1829. His parents, Thomas and Anna J. 
(Duncan) Bodley, were natives respectively of Kentucky and Ohio. His paternal 
ancestors are of pure English descent, while his mother's side represented some of the 
best blood of the Scotch-Irish. His great-grandfather Bodley came to this country in time 
to assist the Colonists in their struggle for liberty, and his grandfather Duncan later 


served in the War of 1812. Having sprung from such a race of people, it is not to be 
wondered at that John Bodley stands where he does to-day. 


The parents of Mr. Bodley soon after his birth removed from Ohio to Fountain County, 
Ind., during the early settlement of that region. He took up a tract of Government land 
and succeeded in building up a comfortable homestead, where he cultivated the soil, and 
with his estimable wife spent the remainder of his days. His death took place in 1850 and 
that of the mother in 1868. The parental household included eight children, six now 
living, and residents of Illinois, Indiana and Kansas. The boys are engaged in farming, 
and the girls mostly married "sons of the soil." Our subject was reared to manhood in 
Fountain County. Ind.. with limited advantages, his education being conducted in the 
subscription schools, mainly during the winter season. In summer, as soon as old enough 
to be of service, he was made useful on the farm and became familiar with its various 
employments. 


He began to lay his plans early in life, and soon after reaching his majority took unto 
himself a wife and help meet in the person of Miss Mary A., daughter of William and 
Margaret (Whitehall) Boliva, of Fountain County. The wedding was celebrated at the 
home of the bride on the 5th of June, 1850, and they began life together in a modest 
dwelling in Shawnee Township, Fountain Co., Ind. There they became the parents of 
three children and five more were added to the household circle. Of these but four are 
living, namely Thomas, John, William, and Dora, the wife of George Bentley, who lives 
near Pontiac. Those deceased died at an early age. They were Mary E., Elizabeth, Della, 
and Eddie. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bodley continued to reside in Fountain County until the fall of 1854, then 
coming to Central Illinois, located at Avoca, where Mr. B. had entered 360 acres of land 
from the Government. Not a furrow of this had been broken and there were no buildings 
upon the entire tract. He secured a small tenement for the shelter of his family and in 
addition to beginning the cultivation of the soil, superintended the cutting of timber with 
the design of building a frame house. The trees were felled in June, 1855, the lumber 
dressed in a sawmill and kiln-dried, and the following- August the house was completed, 
the whole business being done inside of two months. It was put up in the substantial 
manner which was characteristic of all the operations of our subject, and was the wonder 
and admiration of the country around. In due time a barn and other necessary out- 
buildings followed, together with the fencing of the fields and the gathering together of 
convenient machinery and all the other appliances required by the progressive and 
enterprising agriculturist. The property now presents one of the most attractive spots in 
the southern part of Livingston County, the land being under a high state of cultivation, 
the farm stock of the best description, and everything about the premises kept in the best 
of order. 


Mr. Bodley has parted with a few acres, having now but 352. Our subject was one of the 
first Supervisors of Avoca Township, has served as Road Commissioner, and uniformly 
votes the Republican ticket. He has been deeply interested in church matters since 
coming here, and was one of the prime movers in the establishment of the Centennial 
Methodist Episcopal Church at Lodemia Station, the edifice being built during the year 


1870. To the support of this society he contributed liberally, and has represented the 
Onarga and the Kankakee Districts as delegate to the General Conference four sessions. 
He and his wife are at present connected with the Methodist Episcopal Church at 
Lodemia, in which Mr. B. is Steward and has been Sunday-school Superintendent for a 
number of years. He is also Steward of Kankakee District. Mr. Bodley is little past the 
prime of life and is in the midst of his usefulness. In a world where there is so much room 
for action on the part of the benevolent-minded, he is destined to continue an important 
part, and receives ample reward in the esteem and confidence of the people of his 
community. 


ANDREW J. BRADBURY is a representative young farmer of section 30, Avoca 
Township, and is a native of Massachusetts, where he was born on the 8th of May, 1848. 
He is the son of Joseph S. (deceased) and Mary M. Bradbury, natives of the States of 
New Hampshire and Massachusetts respectively. The former's paternal ancestors are of 
English, while the latter is of French-English descent. Of the twelve children born to his 
parents, five survive—Charles W., Andrew J., Jennie L., Benjamin F. and George R. 


When the subject of this sketch was three years of age, he accompanied his parents when 
they emigrated to West Virginia, where they resided for two years, and then came to 
Peoria County, Ill. In that county they resided until the spring of 1868, when they came to 
Livingston County and settled in Eppard's Point Township, where the father died in the 
year 1880. The mother still survives and is living on the old homestead. While the father 
was a citizen of Eppard's Point, he took great interest in all matters pertaining to the 
development of his township and county. He had the esteem and confidence of all who 
knew him, and it may truly be said that in his death the county lost one of her best 
citizens and most public-spirited men. 


Andrew J. Bradbury when a boy received a good district-school education, and with the 
exception of a few years spent in the occupation of a carpenter, he has been engaged in 
farming all his life. On the 20th of February, 1872, he was married to Miss Christina 
Watson, and they have had two children—Robert E., born on the 2d of September, 1875, 
and James Franklin, on the 20th of July 1877. Mr. Bradbury's farm consists of 108 acres 
of well-improved land, on which he has constructed all the buildings necessary for the 
comfort of his family and domestic animals, and the care of the products of the farm. 


He has under-drained his land in such an admirable manner that every foot of it is 
available for cultivation. When Mr. Bradbury was twenty-one years of age, the time when 
he started in life for himself, his cash capital consisted of $3, but with that small 
beginning he went to work with a will, and the result can be seen by a visit to his 
excellent farm, and an inspection of the premises. In the fullest sense of the word he is a 
self-made man, a representative New Englander, coming from a class of people 


noted for their hardiness, their sterling worth and their indomitable energy. Mr. Bradbury 
is a Democrat in his political proclivities, to which party he confesses constant allegiance. 


JOSEPH BRADSHAW. When one has performed all the duties devolving upon him in 
rearing a family of children to manhood and womanhood, he deserves the encomium, 


"Well done, thou good and faithful," and is entitled to pass the sunset day's of his life in 
rest and quiet. 


The subject of this sketch, now a retired farmer living in Fairbury, was born in 
Washington County, Pa., on the 9th of July, 1821, and is the son of Edward and Nancy 
(Patterson) Bradshaw, natives of County Tyrone, Ireland, where they were married. 
Before emigrating to this country they had one child, Anna, now Mrs. William Brock. 


They came to America in the year 1811, landing at New York, and proceeded at once to 
Washington County, Pa., where he followed the occupation of a weaver, a trade which he 
had learned in his native country, and in which he had become very proficient. From 
Pennsylvania he removed into Ohio, where he died on the 31st of December, 1875, aged 
eighty-three years; his wife died on the 22d of November, 1863. They were the parents of 
ten children—Ann, Sarah, David, Mary, Joseph, John W., Margaret, William, George and 
Catherine. 


At the age of sixteen years, the subject of this notice was apprenticed to a millwright, 
which trade he learned and followed for about fifteen years, when he concluded to 
engage in the occupation of a farmer. In 1859 he moved to Buchanan County, Mo., but 
not being favorably impressed with the country there, he remained but five months, when 
he went to Pike County, Ill., and rented a farm on which he lived for six years. At the end 
of that time he came to Livingston County and purchased eighty acres of land, which he 
successfully managed until 1883, when he discontinued farming, and removed to 
Fairbury, where he will reside in the future, enjoying the fruits of a long life of successful 
labor. 


On the 23d of December, 1842, Mr. Bradshaw was married to Miss Dorcas Arnold, a 
native of Jefferson County, Ohio, who was born Sept. 13, 1823, and was the daughter of 
Solomon and Barbara (Stonebrook) Arnold. The father was born in Pennsylvania, in 
1791, and died on the 15th of May, 1846. He was a farmer by occupation, and by trade a 
cabinet-maker. The mother was a native of North Carolina. To them eleven children were 
born—Hickman, Dorcas, Rebecca, Prue, Barbara E., Mary A., Sarah Jane, David, Eli, 
Drusilla and Jacob S. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bradshaw have had seven children: Barbara, now Mrs. William Rutledge, 
living in Linn County, Kan.; Edward H., born Oct. 22, 1846, died Dec. 31, 1875; Nancy 
J., now Mrs. Michael Morris, living in this county; Mary, Mrs. Darius Vail, living in 
Joplin, Mo.; William T. married Miss Sarah E. Cox; David W. died in infancy; Harriet E., 
Mrs. Barkley Connor, living in Wichita, Kan. Mr. and Mrs. Bradshaw are active and 
influential members of the Christian Church, of which he has been an Elder for the past 
seven years, and a member for nine years. The wife has been a member of that church fur 
over fifty years; they are both much devoted to their church. Mr. Bradshaw has been a 
great observer of political events all his life, and very early in the career of the 
Republican party became one of its enthusiastic adherents, remaining so up to the present 
time. 


DR. DANN BREWER, of Fairbury, a practitioner of the Eclectic School, has been 
remarkably successful in his pursuance of the practice of medicine, and although 


comparatively a young man, has clearly distanced many who have had more experience 
and count a greater number of years. He is a native of Ohio, where he was born in the 
town of Warren, Trumbull County, Jan. 22, 1843. 


The parents of our subject, Sylvester and Sarah (Hake) Brewer, were natives respectively 
of Vermont and Pennsylvania. The father was born in 1805 and emigrated from his native 
State to Wisconsin in 1853. He departed this life in Jefferson, Wis., in 1874, after 
reaching the advanced age of seventy-five years. The mother is of Pennsylvania stock and 
is still living in Jefferson County: she belongs to the .Methodist Episcopal Church. The 
parental household included eleven children, of whom one died in infancy. The eldest 
son, Frank, is a practicing physician of Evanston, Ill.; Horatio is deceased; Elizabeth 
became the wife of William Thatcher and is now living in Ohio; Leah died when twenty- 
seven years old ; Dann of our sketch was the fifth child; Marietta, Mrs. Webber; Peter, 
Sylvester H.. Jay, Sarah and Cynthia comprise the remainder of the family. 


The education of our subject commenced after the removal of his father to Wisconsin, 
and making good use of his time during his school days, he commenced teaching at an 
early age, and in 1870 became Principal of the Waukesha Reform School, where he 
acquitted himself with great credit. In the meantime he had given his leisure hours to the 
perusal of medical works, and shortly after coming to this county, in March, 1873, 
entered Bennett Medical College at Chicago, from which he was graduated with first 
honors in the spring of 1876, and began practice at Fairbury. Two years later he took a 
course at Hahnemann College, Chicago, and afterward attended a clinical course of 
lectures in the Cook County Hospital; he has become one of the leading physicians in 
Livingston County. 


Dr. Brewer was married in Fairbury, May 10, 1882, to Miss Lottie Rogers, a native of 
Ohio, and who was born in August, 1855. Mrs. Brewer is a lady of fine literary 
attainments, and a disciple of the Western Female University at Oxford, Ohio, and is also 
a graduate of the Chautauqua Literary Society. 


They occupy one of the most .attractive little dwellings in the city, which, within and 
without, furnishes ample evidence of the refinement of its inmates. The Doctor and his 
wife are in sympathy with the Christian Church, of which he has been a cheerful and 
liberal supporter, contributing materially to the erection of their church edifice. Socially 
he belongs to the Masonic fraternity and has taken the Knight Templar's degree, being for 
two years Eminent Commander, besides holding the various offices in his lodge. 


CHARLES F. H. CARRITHERS, State's Attorney for the county of Livingston, has 
been a resident of Fairbury since 1883, taking up his residence here soon after being 
graduated from the law department of the Iowa State University. He has already become 
one of the prominent young members of the legal profession in this county, and possesses 
in a large measure those elements of character which insure success. 


Mr. Carrithers was born in Marshall County, Ill., Dec. 6, 1854, and is the son of William 
P. and Mary E. (Barnes) Carrithers, natives respectively of Indiana and Ohio. The father 
of our subject was born June 6, 1829, and during a period of twenty years, has officiated 
as a minister of the Christian Church. His labors have been eminently successful, and he 


has particularly distinguished himself in the organization of churches, and by his zeal in 
upholding the cause of Christ. He now preaches at Anchor, McLean County, and 
Kempton, Ford County, this State, and resides with his family at Saunemin, Ill. The 
mother was born in January, 1832. Her parents were Henry B. and Esther (Dickinson) 
Barnes. They went to Marshall County at an early day, and the father served as a Captain 
in the Black Hawk War. On his journey to Illinois he was accompanied by his brothers 
and sisters, Robert, William, Nancy and Mary, who are all married and living in this 
State, having arrived at a good old age. 


Our subject was the eldest of ten children born to his parents, namely-, Charles; Jennie 
died in childhood; Fred, in the insurance business at Fairbury; William died when a youth 
of eighteen years; Belle, Mrs. John Watkins; Edmund, a farmer of Saunemin Township; 
Barnes, Lizzie, Nellie and Eugene. Charles F. was reared on the farm with his brothers 
and sisters, and attended the common school until seventeen years old. He then entered 
upon a higher course of study at Eureka College. Eureka, Ill., and three years later 
commenced teaching, which he followed in this and Marshall Counties for a period of 
nine years and in the meantime employed his leisure hours in reading law. He prepared 
himself for the university course, and upon the completion of this, located at Fairbury and 
formed a partnership with G. W. Patton, now of Pontiac. He was afterward re-examined 
and admitted to the bar of this State, in June, 1884. The following August he was elected 
to the office of State's Attorney on the Republican ticket, and is discharging his 
responsible duties in a praiseworthy manner. 


While in school he distinguished himself by his close application to his studies, and for a 
long period he was President of his class. He has a good practice outside of his office, in 
the courts of this and other counties of the State. Socially', he belongs to the Masonic 
fraternity, has attained to the Commandery degree, and served as Master of his lodge two 
years. 


Mr. Carrithers, while a resident of Saunemin, Ill., was united in marriage with Miss Lucy 
M. Brydia, on the Ist of October, 1879. Mrs. C. was born in Kane, Ill., Aug. 23, 1855, 
and is the daughter of Truman W. and Laura (Day) Brydia, natives of Vermont, who 
came to the West in 1854, settling in Saunemin Township, where with his estimable wife, 
he spent the remainder of his days. The mother departed this life in 1871, and the father 
surviving her sixteen years, passed away on the 10th of February, 1887. Mr. Brydia 
followed farming all his life, and was a prominent and useful member of his community, 
where he held the various township offices, and represented the people in the County 
Board of Supervisors for many years. He uniformly voted the straight Democratic ticket, 
and by his industry and good judgment, accumulated a fair competency. 


Mr. and Mrs. Carrithers have three children: Truman, born July 28, 1882; Mary, Oct. 9, 
1884, and Fred, May 30, 1887. They occupy one of the best homes on Oak street, and 
enjoy the friendship of the cultivated and refined people around them. 


C.E. CARTER is the editor and proprietor of the Fairbury Blade, a weekly paper which 
is Republican in politics and devoted to the interests of Fairbury and vicinity. In size it is 
a seven-column quarto, and in appearance is typographically neat. The publication of the 
paper was begun in 1871 by Dimmick Bros., under the title of the Fairbury Independent. 


The Fairbury Blade was established by C. B. Holmes in 1877. J. S. Scibird of 
Bloomington, bought both these papers, consolidating them under the name of the 
Independent Blade. 


In 1884 Mr. C. F. Carter purchased the Independent Blade from E. A. Scibird, who had 
succeeded his father two years previously. Mr. Carter dropped the name of Independent 
and called the paper the Blade. In January, 1887, the Blade and the News were 
consolidated, and the name of the Blade was retained. The News was owned by A. I. and 
C. E. Baker, both of whom were for awhile connected with the Blade office. 


C. E. Carter was born in the State of Wisconsin. son of Hiram Carter, now deceased. He 
is a man of excellent newspaper ability and practically experienced in the business. As a 
writer he is easy and graceful, and in the expression of opinions is fair and impartial, lie 
has done much to popularize his paper with the people of Livingston County, and 
especially in that part of the county in which Fairbury is located. 


The Blade has reached the second largest circulation of any Livingston County 
newspaper, and is the largest paper published in the county; it is popular with all classes. 
Its corps of correspondents at the centers of population in the county are selected 


with reference to their good standing and reliability. Its growth has been phenomenal in 
newspaper history, and its list of subscribers has gradually grown larger without any 
special effort in that direction, until the families into whose homes it goes number many 
hundreds. 


It has attained its position in the newspaper world by assiduously shutting out all 
objectionable advertising, or reading matter of a questionable character, and taking high 
moral grounds on all public questions. While it is Republican in politics it treats all with 
fairness, and thus holds the esteem and respect of all political parties. Thus-it is at all 
times fit to enter the family, and its patrons have no fear of anything being admitted to its 
columns that cannot be read aloud in the family circle. The Blade has done and is still 
doing much to elevate the profession of journalism, and will receive its reward by an 
unparalleled patronage by the intelligent people of Livingston County. 


WILLIAM CHAMINGS, an enterprising farmer and stock-breeder residing on section 
2, Belle Prairie Township, was born on the 28th of April, 1855, in Devonshire, England. 
The county of Mr. Chamings' nativity is one of the best known of all England: the surface 
is greatly broken and diversified, but except the wild sterile tracts, Dartmoor and Exmoor, 
is generally remarkable for fertility. The vale of Exeter, and the district bordering on the 
English Channel, called the Southams, are especially beautiful and rich. The county is 
famed for its cider, and the red Devon breed of cattle is highly esteemed, and Dartmoor 
produces large numbers of small ponies. It is rich in mineral, producing copper, arsenic, 
manganese, tin, lead, kaolin and granite. It was in this county where Nicholas W. and 
Elizabeth (Hill) Chamings resided when the subject of this sketch was born, and they 
were of pure English blood. 


The father was born in 1830 and married in 1852. and rents a farm of 227 acres. He is a 
Wesleyan Methodist, and his father was a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
The mother was burn in 1820, and is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Of the family there are ten children yet living: Sarah J. married Judge Henry Lee, of 
Colorado; William married Miss Mary Emma Rudd; Mary A. married John Nott, and 
lives at West Land, England: John married Theresa Quick, and lives at Howley Farm near 
Biddeford. England ; Fannie resides in Colorado: Thomas lives at home; Nicholas W. 
lives at Honiton, England ; Elizabeth, Priscilla and Richard live at home in England. 


Mr. Chamings left home at the age of fifteen and emigrated to America. Arriving at New 
York he at once proceeded to Livingston County, stopping one week in Pontiac. and then 
went to work for his uncle. F. Skinner, of Belle Prairie Township, remaining with him 
one year, and then engaged in work for his uncle, Edwin Chamings, one year, and then 
one year for Mr. Kirby. He then went to Colorado, where he worked for eighteen months 
at various kinds of labor, and then concluded to visit his native laud and crossed the 
ocean to spend three months with his father and mother. Upon his return he accepted 
employment from Mr. Kirby and remained with him for two years. 


On the Ist of January. 1878, our subject was married to Miss Mary E. Rudd. who was 
born In Green Township, Woodford Co.. II., on the 14th of March. 1859. She is the 
daughter of John and Mary (Handford) Rudd, also natives of Devonshire, England, who 
came to America in 1853, and located in Peoria County, where they remained until the 
date of their removal to Woodford County. 


Mr. Rudd is a fanner by occupation, and he and his wife are both members of the 
Christian Church, in which he was a Deacon for many years. They are the parents of four 
children—James, John W.. William H., and Mary E.. now Mrs. Chamings. All three of 
the brothers live in this county about three or four miles east of Fairbury. 


Mr. and Mrs.Chamings have never been blessed with any children. They own a farm of 
eighty acres of excellent land, upon which they have erected a splendid dwelling and a 
commodious barn, a view of which we present in this volume. One of the valuable 
features of Mr. Chamings' farm is a spring, or rather an artesian well, which discharges 
its water through the cellar and milk house into his cattle trough. This well is valued at 
$1,000. It certainly is a splendid acquisition to the snug farm he owns. 


Mr. Chamings acts with the Republican party. He and his wife are members in good 
standing of the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1885 they both made a visit to England, 
remaining with their parents about nine months. Mr. Chamings himself has crossed the 
Atlantic five times. 


ALSOM P. CHAMPLIN. By a law of nature the traits of the parents are often 
transmitted to the children, and if the sins of the father are visited upon the sons in some 
instances, there are undeniable and unmistakable evidences that the virtues of the parents 
are inherited by sons and daughters, and in this way the equilibrium between the good 
and the bad is maintained. 


In the sketch we have in hand are traced the lives of the father and mother, who were 
honest members of society while living, and were sincerely mourned when dead, and it is 
to one of their offspring this page is dedicated. In him will be found those traits that 
characterize honorable and honored parents, and fully illustrate the axiom, "Like father, 
like son." 


Mr. Champlin is a representative farmer of Avoca Township, where he is located on 
section 28. He is a native of Jefferson County, N. Y.. where he was born on the 10th of 
June, 1842, and is the son of Moses and Tirzah Champlin, both of whom were natives of 
New York. His paternal ancestors are of German, and maternal ancestors, of English 
descent; both his maternal and paternal grandfathers, it is said, were soldiers in the War 
of 1812. To his parents were born eight children, of whom the following survive: Lewis 
C., Alsom P., Henry C, Nancy M., and Ella J., the wife of Elias Virgin. 


When about twelve years of age the subject of this sketch accompanied his parents when 
they removed to Illinois, where they settled in Woodford County, whence, after a short 
time they removed to Marshall County, where they resided until 1857. In the spring of 
that year they came to Livingston County, settling in Avoca Township, where the father 
died on the 11th of January, 1887, and the mother on the 10th of August of the same year. 


Moses Champlin came to this county a poor man, and through hard work, good 
management and economy, acquired a comfortable home for his family. He was one of 
the representative pioneers of the county, and was esteemed by all for his many virtues 
and scrupulous honesty in all his business transactions. It can very truly be said that in his 
death the county lost one of its best citizens and most public-spirited men—a man who 
was always engaged in some good work. In political affiliations he was always loyal to 
the Republican party, of which he was a member for many years. 


Alsom P. Champlin has been a farmer all his life, and in connection with that occupation, 
has at times engaged in the work of a plasterer and mason. 


On the 10th of August, 187C, he was married to Jennie Virgin, of Livingston County, and 
they have had one child, upon whom they conferred the names of Clara Myrtle. Mr. 
Champlin owns a good farm, in the management of which he has been eminently 
successful. In many traits of his character he resembles his father, and is esteemed for 
many of the virtues which were possessed by his son. He also is a Republican in politics, 
and gives his best energies to that party. On account of his warm interest in all 
educational matters he has been for several successive terms chosen as Director of 
Schools, and has also served as Assessor of Avoca Township. He and his wife occupied 
an enviable position in the esteem and respect of their neighbors, and whatever they find 
to do for the good of the community they do with a right good will. 


ANDREW B. CLAUDON, money loaner, grain and coal dealer, and owner of the 
Fairbury- Elevator, was born in Lorraine, while it was yet a Province of France, Aug. 31. 
1846, and is the son of Nicholas and Barbara (Bechler) Claudon, who were also natives 
of France. The father was born in 1800 and is still living in France, following his 
occupation of farming. The mother was born in 1811, and died in January, 1880. 


Mr. Claudon is one of a family of eight children, namely: Christian, Joseph, Mary, 
Andrew B., Barbara, Peter, Nicholas B., and one who died in infancy. Christian married 
Miss Annie Beckler; Joseph married Miss Mary Mosierman ; Mary is the wife of M. D. 
King; Barbara married C. Summers, and they are residents of France; Peter married Miss 
Katie Vercler, now deceased, and his second marriage was to Miss Lena Engel; Nicholas 
B. married Miss Mary Schertz, of Tazewell County, Ill; they have two children—Chester, 
and an infant not named. 


Andrew and Nicholas compose the firm of Claudon Bros., grain dealers, which business 
was established in the fall of 1877. They are the largest grain-buyers in Livingston 
County, their purchases annually aggregating about 600 carloads. They have the 
confidence and esteem of the grain-raisers of all this section of Illinois, and virtually 
control the trade within the territory tributary to Fairbury. 


Andrew B. Claudon was married, in 1877, to Miss Mollie A. McDowell, n native of 
Illinois, where she was born in 1813. They have had three children—Alle B., Annie J, 
and Burt, the last-named dying in infancy. 


Nicholas Claudon was married on the 2d of February, 1882, to Miss Mary Schirtz, whose 
father, Joseph Schirtz, a miller by occupation, was one of the pioneers of Tazewell 
County; she was born in May, 1860. Nicholas Claudon came to Illinois in 1873, and 
located in Chenoa, where he remained seven years engaged in farming. In 1881 he moved 
to Danvers, McLean County, where he entered into partnership with C. R. Stuckey, as 
dealers in general merchandise, in which business they accumulated some money. 


On the 5th of July, 1883, Nicholas disposed of his interest there and moved to Fairbury, 
and entered into partnership in the grain business with his brother. Andrew B. Claudon 
came to Illinois in 1867, locating in Chenoa, where he remained two years engaged in the 
harness business. In 1869 he closed up his affairs there and came to Fairbury, where he 
worked at the same business for five years, at the end of which time he made a visit to 
Europe and again looked upon the scenes of his childhood. 


Upon his return to the United States, he entered upon the business of grainbuyer, which 
he has since continued. In political matters both brothers act with the Republican party. 


JOHN COOMER, a retired capitalist, and the first resident of Fairbury, is a New 
Englander by birth and spent his early years in Glover, Orleans Co., Vt., where his birth 
took place May 4. 1817. He is the son of John and Sarah (Mason) Coomer, natives 
respectively of New Hampshire and Massachusetts. The father was of French descent and 
died in Vermont in 1864; the mother descended from an excellent old English family and 
preceded her husband to the silent land in 1859. John Coomer, Sr., was a farmer by 
occupation and died a poor man, leaving nothing to his two children, our subject and his 
sister Sarah, who married William Wolcott, and is a resident of Glover, Vt. 


Our subject early in life was made acquainted with its cares and responsibilities, and 
received but a limited education. After reaching his majority he served an apprenticeship 
at the carpenter's trade, which he followed about sixteen years. Subsequently he engaged 
in farming, which he continued in Vermont until 1848, when he made a flying trip to the 
West, and determined upon a permanent settlement in this section of country. He, 
however, returned to New England, and was detained there seven years, at the expiration 
of which time he started again for the West, accompanied by his wife and child, and 
journeyed first to Michigan, where they took up their abode for a year, when they came to 
Chenoa, Ill., and lived five months. 


In 1857 Mr. Coomer with his family came to Fairbury, arriving on the 31st of December. 
There was then no sign of a town, and Mr. Coomer was the first to settle upon its present 
site. It seems, however, that speculators had intended to lay out a town here and rumors 
to this effect had been published in the Peoria papers. 


People soon began to come, and Mr. Coomer in due time established a lumber-yard 
which was quite well patronized as the town began building up. Eight years later he sold 
out, and with the capital accumulated commenced loaning money and officiating as 
general real-estate agent. He seemed well adapted to this vocation and was remarkably 
fortunate in his investments. He has now ten houses and lots in the village, and a fine 
tract of 350 acres of valuable land. He has done more than any other man to build up the 
town, and is regarded as one of the old landmarks who will be sadly missed when he shall 
have been gathered to his fathers. 


He has been a stanch adherent of the Republican party since its organization, and served 
as Assessor for a period of seven years. 


Mr. Coomer was first married to Miss Jenette Abbott, who lived only six months after her 
marriage. 


His present wife, to whom he was married March 18, 1845, was formerly Miss Harriet N. 
Cheney, who was born June 16, 1821, in Orleans County, Vt. The wedding took place at 
the home of the bride in Orleans County, Vt., the officiating minister being Rev. Elias 
Kilby, pastor of the Congregational Church. Her parents, Joel and Olive (Hill) Cheney, 
were natives of New Hampshire, the father of Welsh and the mother of English ancestry. 
Mr. Cheney was a farmer of ordinary means, and the parental household included eight 
children, namely: Oracy, Harriet, Milo, Eleanora, Wealthy W., Augustus G., Hubert P. 
and Olevia. 


The family are all members of the Congregational Church. Mr. Cheney was born in 1791, 
and departed this life in 1857. The mother was born in 1795, and died in the city of 
Albany, Vt., July 6, 1861. She was a lady highly esteemed and a member in good 
standing of the Congregational Church. 


Mr. and Mrs. Coomer have two children, a son and a daughter—Allen C. and Fanny M. 
Allen C. was born in Vermont, April 12, 1847, and married Miss Louisa Cox; he is now 
engaged in conducting a boarding-house in Kansas City. Fanny M. was born March 30, 
1863, and remains at home with her parents. Mrs. Coomer is a member of the Missionary 
Baptist Church. 


JOSHUA T. COX is known as the proprietor of the beautiful farm on section 10, which 
comprises 160 acres and is finely adapted to stock-raising, to which it is largely devoted. 


Mr. Cox deals largely in high-grade cattle and first-class general purpose horses, 
including several brood mares of fine blood. He located in Belle Prairie Township eleven 
years ago and was at once recognized as a valued addition to the community. 


He is what may be properly termed a self-made man as he started out in life when a lad 
but fifteen years of age and has since "paddled his own canoe." 


His first venture was as a soldier in the Union army, enlisting in the 161st Ohio Infantry, 
and was accepted, notwithstanding his youth. He served over a year and met the enemy in 
several important battles. He fortunately escaped wounds and sickness, and received his 
honorable discharge in 1864. 


Mr. Cox was born in Harrison County, Ohio, Aug. 2.5, 1845, and is the son of Joshua and 
Editha (Bell) Cox, natives of Maryland. The father died in Harrison County, when our 
subject was a young child. He had never been of robust constitution, and although 
remaining upon the farm and superintending its operations, was able to do but little 
manual labor, consumption having fastened upon him, which claimed him for a victim 
when about forty-eight years of age. The mother continued a resident of the Buckeye 
State, and died there in May 1, 1885, at an advanced age ; both were members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Their children, nine in number, were named respectively: 
William E., Elizabeth, Rebecca, James. John, Ebenezer, George, Joshua T. and Sarah. 


After leaving the army, Mr. Cox returned to his old home in Ohio, where he was 
variously employed, and finally appointed cashier of the Tuscarawas Valley Bank at New 
Comerstown, which position he occupied about five years. He came to Illinois in 


1876, locating first on a farm near Fairbury, where he carried on agriculture until 
accumulating means with which to purchase his present homestead. 


He was united in marriage with Miss Sarah A. Thompson, Jan. 25, 1883. Mrs. Cox is of 
English birth and parentage, beginning life in Huntingdonshire, April 19, 1863. Her 
parents, Charles and Emma (Hillson) Thompson, immigrated to the United States in 
1873, and located in Minonk, Ill., where the mother died nine years later, in December, 
1882. Mr. Thompson is still living and a resident of Washburn, Woodford County, where 
he carries on butchering. The parental family included twelve children, namely: Sarah A., 
Alberta, James, George W., Sarah, Charles E., Polly, John, Emma, Lizzie, Florence and 
Ella. Sarah A., Alberta and Polly are deceased. 


Mr. and Mrs. Cox have two sons—Charles D. and Amos F. In addition to his farming and 
stock operations Mr. Cox in the year 1887 interested himself in a steam thresher of the J. 
I. Case pattern, which he has operated to good advantage, in thirty days turning out 
60,000 bushels of oats. It may readily be surmised from the foregoing that he is unusually 
wide-awake and enterprising, and is never so contented as when busily employed. He 
takes a lively interest in what is going on around him, and politically is a true-blue 
Republican. 


JOHN A. COYNER. This gentleman is pleasantly located on section 26, Avoca 
Township, where for a period of eight years he has been successfully engaged in the 
various details of farm life, and is numbered among the representative citizens of Avoca 
Township. He is the subject of an interesting history, which is substantially as follows: 
Mr. Coyner was born in Augusta County, Va., Nov. a, 1850, and is the son of Addison II. 
and Elizabeth (Brown) Coyner, also natives of the Old Dominion, and the father now 
deceased. His paternal ancestors comprised one of the finest branches an excellent 
Scotch-Irish family, while on the mother's side he is descended from the Germans. 


His paternal grandmother, a Miss Rhea, was a daughter of Gov. Rhea, Governor of North 
Carolina, where her whole family excepting herself and one brother and sister were 
massacred by the Indians. 


His maternal grandfather crossed the Atlantic in the eighteenth century. 


The parents of our subject, in 1850, emigrated from their native State to McLean County, 
Ill., where the father died only a few months after his arrival. The mother continued there 
with her children until the spring of 1870, and then, accompanied by her sons, John A. 
and another, took up their residence in this county, where our subject, with the exception 
of four years spent on the other side of the Mississippi, has since resided. The mother is 
still living, at nearly eighty years of age, and is a resident of Forest, Ill. 


The parental household included seven children, of whom five survive, namely: Mary E., 
the wife of Brunson Smith, of Forest; Margaret E., the wife of Dr. Lockridge, of 
Indianapolis. Ind. ; Sarah L., the wife of Milo Rowell, of Colorado Springs, Col., a 
brother of Congressman Rowell, of Illinois: Charles, of San Diego, Cal., and John A. 


Mr. Coyner received a thorough English education and made the most of his 
opportunities. He was fond of his books, and after leaving school engaged in teaching 
during the winter for several years, while in the summer he employed his time in farm 
pursuits. He was thrown upon his own resources early in life and acquired those habits of 
industry and economy which have been the secret of his later success. 


He took possession of his present farm in the spring of 1880, and is now the owner of 150 
acres of fertile land, which by his own labors has been brought to a good state of 
cultivation. The farm buildings are creditable to the proprietor and the township alike, 
and Mr. Coyner, as a member of the community, is rated among its most worthy and 
useful men. 


While a resident of Forest he officiated in the Methodist Episcopal Sunday school as 
Superintendent, and is now serving as Class-Leader of the Methodist Episcopal Church at 
Avoca. His estimable lady also belongs to the same church. Politically, Mr. Coyner is 
Democratic, and during the years 1882-83, represented Avoca Township in the County 
Board of Supervisors. 


He has always given his support to the establishment and maintenance of schools, and is 
at present serving as Director. It is naturally expected from his character and habits, that 
he should aid in all the enterprises tending to the welfare of the community, and he has 
never disappointed those who have thus relied upon him. 


Mr. Coyner was married, on the 12th of March, 1878, to Miss Celia M., daughter of 
Nicholas and Nancy (Thompson) Wilson, who were among the earliest pioneers of 
Livingston County. Mr. Wilson passed to his long home in 1876: the mother is now 
living is now living in Forest. Mrs. Coyner was born May 14, 1856, and is now the 
mother of four children: Grace M., who was born Dec. 21, 1878: Walter Lee. April 25, 
1881: Lewis C May 21, 1884. and Theodora. Nov. 5, 1887. The two eldest are just 
commencing their education in the district school. 


RICHARD G. CROUCH. The West owes much to the typical Yankee, who is a shrewd, 
thrifty and enterprising man wherever you find him, and you find him frequently in the 
State of Illinois. The Yankees of New Hampshire are notable for their go-aheadativeness, 
and that State is the cradle in which many of the eminent men of the country were rocked. 
Among these may be mentioned Daniel Webster, Lewis Cass, Salmon P. Chase and 
Horace Greeley. During the war in defense of the Union, New Hampshire bore her 

part .with honor, gallantry and distinction, and it is with pride that the subject of this 
sketch, who is a farmer and stock-grower on section 15, Indian Grove Township, can call 
New Hampshire his native State. 


Mr. Crouch was born in Grafton County on the 16th of February, 1817, and is the son of 
Ephraim and Rebecca (Whitamore) Crouch, who were natives respectively of 
Massachusetts and Connecticut. The father was a farmer by occupation and spent a very 
busy life, dying at the age of seventy-six in the year 1855. The mother was born in 1783 
and died in 1843. They had eight children, whose names are as follows: Eliza, Sarah, 
Rebecca, Olive. Franklin, Chester, Richard G. and Ephraim. 


Eliza married Hiram Ladd, and is living in Freeport, Stephenson Co.. Hi. : Sarah married 
Dr. J. L. Rodgers, and is deceased; Rebecca is now Mrs. Hammond; Olive is deceased; 
Franklin married Mary Whittaker, and lives in North Haverhill; Chester married Harriet 
Toplin; she is now deceased. 


Mr. Crunch has been three times married. His first wife was Sarah B. Colby, by whom he 
had three children, one of whom, Jane, is the wife of George Goshorn; the others were 
Richard and Ephraim, both of whom died in childhood. Mrs. Crouch died in 1847. His 
second wife was Sarah Marshall, by whom he had three children—Edwin O., Flora and 
Alice. Edwin O. lives three miles west of Fairbury, and is a farmer by occupation ; Flora 
is the wife of Linn McKee, and lives north of Fairbury, and Alice is the wife of George 
Harn, also a farmer, living in Cloud County, Kan. 


The second wife died in 1853. Richard G. Crouch was married to Miss Joanna Hanua on 
the 24th of February, 1858. She was born in Greene County, Pa., in 1829, and died on the 
4th of June, 1887, of paralysis, after an illness of six months. At the time of her death a 
biographer wrote of her: "For several years past she had been a great sufferer, but during 
it all she manifested great patience and resignation to the Lord's will, yet never losing 
heart and hope. She was one of the constituent members of the Fairbury Baptist Church, 
and in the honest and best sense of the word a Christian. As a neighbor she was highly 
esteemed, as a church member uniformly consistent, expressing in her life the sentiment 
of the poet: 


So shall my walk be close with God 


Calm and serene my frame. 


Yet those who knew her in her home relations knew her best; as a wife, devoted and true, 
as a mother, gentle, tender and affectionate. 


One of the sons, in visiting home, stated that his mother had never whipped him, nor had 
she ever scolded him. She was a rare woman, wonderfully gifted; chastened and resigned 
until ready to live or die; hence as she came down to the end of the journey she had no 
fear. The funeral was largely attended at the late home. The weather on that day was very 
inclement, yet many, even through the storm, accompanied the bereaved relatives to the 
cemetery. 


The services were conducted by Revs. Palmer, Crosby and Christie. Mrs. Crouch was a 
lady of great culture, and taught school for seven years previous to her marriage. She was 
a great Sunday-school worker, and was an ardent advocate of the right of women to 
vote." 


The children who were born to Mr. Crouch by the third wife were named: Charley, Sinah, 
Otis E., Benjamin F., Hattie B., Jessie H. and Lottie I. 


Charley was born in 1858; Sinah was born in 1860, and married E. Darnell; Otis E. 
married Miss Cora Kent, of Cheyenne County, Kan. 


Mr. Crouch came to Illinois in 1843, locating in Marion County, where he remained 
eighteen months, and then went to Woodford County, where he operated a sawmill for 
two years, after which he followed blacksmithing until 1851. In that year he came to 
Livingston County and purchased 105 acres of laud, to which he has added until he now 
owns 230 acres, on which a frame dwelling and commodious out-buildings have been 
erected. Mr. Crouch is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is an ardent 
Republican in politics. There is no half-way ground either in his religious or political 
beliefs, and he espouses warmly the doctrines of both his church and party. 


DAVID S. CRUM. There are sections of Illinois which are almost wholly settled by 
Pennsylvanians, and it is an invariable rule that where such is the case there can be found 
thrift, intelligence and morality deeply rooted. It is characteristic of the Pennsylvanian 
that wherever yon find him, no matter what his vocation in life may be, you find him a 
man of parts. 


If he is a farmer, he is a good farmer; if he is a stockman, he excels in that line of 
business, and if he is both farmer and stock-raiser, you will find a man who has reduced 
these kindred callings almost to a science. It is not inappropriate to say that this is 
illustrated in the person of the subject of this sketch, whose stock farm is located on 
section 17, Belle Prairie Township. 


David S. Crurm was born in Huntingdon County, Pa., on the 8th of December, 1826, and 
is the son of Cornelius and Margaret (Gray) Crum, natives of Pennsylvania and Ireland 
respectively. Cornelius Crum was born on the 22d of December, 1790, and died on the 
29th of August, 1850, in the State of Ohio, where he had moved from Pennsylvania in 
September, 1840; he was a farmer by occupation. 


The mother was born Oct. 31, 1799, and died in Ohio on the 26th of February, 1853. The 
were married on the 11th of October, 1811, in Pennsylvania, and were members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, in which Mr. Crum was Class-Leader, Steward and 
Exhorter for many years. In 1836-37 he was a member of the convention which revised 
and remodeled the constitution of the State of Pennsylvania, which has ever since been 
the organic law of that State, and was also a member of the Ohio State Legislature during 
the years 1845-46. They were the parents of ten children, viz: Mary, Catherine, Margaret 
R., John B., Samuel D. ; James S., who died at the age of eight years; David S., William 
A., Rebecca T. and Sarah S. 


David S. Crum spent his boyhood days upon a farm, performing his share of the work 
during the summer months and attending the district school in winter. While attending 
school he made the most of the opportunities offered, and received more than an average 
education. In 1851, at the age of twenty-four years, he was married to Miss Mary A. 
Walton, and two years thereafter came to the West. 


She was born in Pennsylvania in 1830, and was the daughter of William and Elizabeth 
(Gehman) Walton, who were natives of England, and immigrated to this country at an 
early day. By this marriage five children were born, two of whom died in infancy. 


The living are: Dwight M., who married Miss Lydia M. Van paten; Edwin W., who 
married Miss Sabra Vanpaten, and Lina E., Mrs. Peter Mc-Donald. 


Their mother died in 1860. When Mr. Crum located in this county, in 1853, he entered 
480 acres of Government land, of which he sold 120 acres, and he has subsequently 
purchased 160 acres. In 1862 he married Mrs. Mary M. Morgan, a native of 
Pennsylvania, and they have had two children : Mira A., Mrs. Lorenzo Alford, and Jennie 
F., Mrs. George II. Bennett. The second wife died in 1873. Mr. Crum was a third time 
married, in 1874, to Miss Jane E. Parmenter, a native of Providence, R. I., who came 
West when only a child. 


Mr. Crum and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which he has 
been Steward and Class-Leader many years. He can truly be said to be one of the pillars 
of the church, and was one of the principal members instrumental in building Fair View 
Chapel, which is located on his land. Mr. Crum has met with a large measure of success 
in his calling. His farm now consists of 520 acres, perfectly drained by the tile system, 
and on which he has erected an elegant dwelling-house. While in no sense a politician, he 
is a strict partisan of the Republican party, and upon all occasions does what he can to 
further its interests. 


MAJOR MARTIN DARNALL, whose portrait is shown on the opposite page, has the 
distinction of being the earliest settler of Livingston County, and a full and detailed 
history of his life could not be written without writing that of the county, for one is 
almost identical with the other. He now resides on section 4, in Belle Prairie Township. 
He was born in March, 1798, in Old Virginia, and is the son of James and Massey 
(Martin) Darnall, natives of the same State, and both of whom died some years ago. 


Major Darnall was reared on a farm, where he became accustomed to hard work, and was 
educated in the common schools of those day's, which afforded very limited facilities for 
obtaining an education. 


He arrived in Illinois on the 27th of October, 1830, making the journey overland in a 
wagon with the old-fashioned scooped bed, which had a wonderful capacity for carrying 
household goods. This wagon was drawn by four horses, which were frequently almost 
inadequate to haul it through the deep mud caused by the rains at that season of the year. 


His first year's residence in Illinois was in a log cabin which he built himself, the only 
tool used being an ax, for he had no saw. This house was raised on the 1st of November, 
1830, and he occupied it that same winter. 


In 1832, on account of the breaking out of the Black Hawk War, he found it necessary to 
remove his family to Mackinaw, McLean County, for safety. After peace was declared, 
he returned to the house he had built, where he resumed his residence. A tract of 160 
acres of Government land which he entered at that time, is still in his possession, and the 
title which was vested in him by the Government remains just as it was written at that 
time. 


Major Darnall has been married twice, the first time in 1817, when he took Miss Rachel 
Steers for his wife. She was born in Indiana, in 1793. Her parents moved to Kentucky 
when she was but a child, and early in their residence in that State, the father was 
captured by the Indians, and was held in captivity for seven years, during which time he 


suffered almost untold hardships, and twice came very nearly being killed. Upon three 
separate occasions he was compelled to run the gauntlet, and upon one occasion was 
blackened and condemned to be burned, but while pinioned, a few moments before the 
fire should have been lighted, there stepped forward a man who offered a price for his 
life, and he was released from the stake. He died a natural death in Boone County, KY., 
in 1848. 


By his first marriage. Major Darnall had six children—Jonathan, Mary, Alvira M. ; 
Malvina F., deceased: Nancy Ann and Minerva A. Major Darnall's second marriage 
occurred in 1880, the name of his wife being Mrs. Francis Cummings, a native of 
Kentucky, who died at Hutchinson, Kan., while on a visit, on the 29th of May, 1883. 


Alvira M., one of the children by the first marriage, married Benjamin Hieronymus, in 
1839, who was born in 1818, and died in Illinois on the 31st of December, 1885. He was 
a native of Boone County, Ky., emigrated to Illinois in 1829, and settled in Tazewell 
County. He was a farmer by occupation, and a cooper by trade. He was a very hard- 
working man, and at the time of his death, which occurred in Livingston County, he 
owned 500 acres of land. He and his wife were the parents of eight children, three of 
whom, William, Jasper and Elizabeth, are living, and two, Martin and Emma, died after 
they grew to maturity; three died in infancy. 


Major Darnall was the first township Supervisor, in which capacity he served two terms, 
and in early times was a juror for many years; on account of there being no jury room in 
which to meet, the jury were obliged to sit on logs in the open air. 


All the early settlers of Livingston County remember the deep snow of 1830-31, when 
the snow fell continuously- for three days, and became so deep that it was impossible to 
travel, even on horseback. The day before this snowfall commenced, Major Darnall went 
to Mackinaw to procure a supply of meat for his family, going in a wagon, and although 
the town was but eight miles from his residence, on account of this extraordinary 
snowfall he was prevented from returning home for nearly a week, and then he did so on 
horseback. 


Although ninety years of age, Major Darnall is a fine specimen of manhood, being five 
feet ten inches in height, and weighing 180 pounds, with health much better than could be 
expected. His first Presidential vote was cast for Gen. Jackson, and he has remained a 
Hickory Democrat all through his life. Being a man of large intelligence, and a close 
observer of the events which have transpired since the first white man settled in 
Livingston County, it is well worth any man's time to listen to his reminiscences of the 
settlement and growth of the county. 


EDO DIRKS. This gentleman, who is vigorously prosecuting his farming operations on 
section 26, Avoca Township, is a fair representative of the substantial German element 
which has been so prominent and useful in the early settlement of this State. He was born 
in the Province of Hanover, Germany, March 26, 1842, and is the son of Luctken and 
Annie (Mueller) Dirks, who were also of German birth and parentage. He was reared to 
manhood in his native Province, and in accordance with the laws and customs of the 


Empire, was placed in school at an early age and thoroughly educated in his native 
tongue. He remained under the home roof until reaching manhood, and as the eldest son 
of the family was the first to commence life on his own account. 


Mr. Dirks immigrated to the United States in 1870, after reaching the twenty-eighth year 
of his age. The voyage was made on the sailing-vessel "Leipsic," bound from Bremen to 
Baltimore, and after a safe passage, which consumed fifteen days, he landed in the New 
World. He started directly for the West, stopping first in Woodford County, where he 
remained employed as a farm laborer until the spring of 1882. He had lived economically 
and now had a snug sum of money, by the aid of which he secured possession of the 
eighty acres of land which constitutes his present farm. 


He over-came the difficulties of struggling with a strange soil in a new country, and has 
met with excellent success in his farming operations. His straightforward methods of 
doing business have also secured him the confidence and esteem of the community where 
he is held in the highest respect. 


Mr. Dirks, after becoming a resident of Avoca Township, and finding that he could 
comfortably maintain a family, was united in marriage with one of his own country- 
women. Miss Katie Wilts, May 20, 1871, and they became the parents of three children. 


They have met with a great affliction, however, in the loss of two of these, Bernhardt and 
Maggie, having now only one child living, a son, Louis, who was born July 15, 1883, and 
remains at home with his parents. The residence is a neat and substantial 


structure, while the barn and out-buildings bear fair comparison with those of the other 
progressive farmers of the township. Mr. Dirks after becoming a naturalized citizen 
identified himself with the Republican party, to which he has since given his cordial 
support. 


As representative of the buildings in this section of country we present on an adjoining 
page of this volume a view of Mr. Dirks' residence. 


RESIDENCE oF EDO DIRKS ,sec.34, Avoc 


LORENZO B. DOMINY. No well-regulated town of any pretentions can get along very 
well without a banking institution, for several reasons, among which are, a place of safe 


deposit for the surplus sums of money which, in the regular coarse of business, must 
accumulate in a community : facilities for issuing bills of exchange on other points for 
the accommodation of business men, and above all, to loan money in times of 
commercial emergency with which business men may bridge over little chasms or 
enlarge their transactions commensurate with the demands upon them. 


Confidence and capital are the two great requisites demanded of a bank, and the firm of 
Beach & Dominy, of Fairbury, has an abundance of each. The subject of this sketch is the 
junior member of this firm of bankers. He was born in Madison County, Ohio, in 1844, 
and is the son of Ezra and Hester A. (Beach) Dominy, who were natives of Ohio. The 
father was a farmer by occupation, and died on the 3d of July, 1846, while the mother 
followed him a few days after. The subject of this sketch was their only child. 


Mr. Dominy was married to Miss Phoebe A. Curl, in December, 186.5. She was born in 
Greene County, Pa., in 1844, and is the daughter of James and Lavinia Curl. Her father is 
dead, but the mother is still living. 


Mr. Dominy came to Illinois in 1855, locating in Indian Grove Township; his education 
was received in the common schools and he followed the occupation of a farmer until he 
was twenty-six years of age. In 1870 he began his business career with Mr. Beach as a 
hardware merchant, which he continued for three and one-half years, when he disposed 
of his interests, and in 1874 entered the banking firm of Bartlett, Beach & Dominy, which 
continued for four years under that firm name, when Mr. Bartlett's health failed and he 
sold his interest to Beach & Dominy, who became the owners of the bank. 


At the time this sketch is written the firm is erecting an elegant banking house on the 
corner of Main and Third streets, in Fairbury. Mr. Dominy is the owner of 1,200 acres of 
most excellent land in Livingston County, and his residence is credited with being one of 
the finest buildings in Fairbury. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dominy are the parents of four children: Jennie and Jessie, twins; Lizzie 
Fern, and one who is now deceased. Mr. Dominy is the Supervisor for Indian Grove 
Township, and was elected by the people regardless of political questions. 


He has acted for ten years as a member of the City Council, and for three terms has been 
President of the Board. He is a very ardent Republican and makes his influence felt for 
that party in every political campaign. He is a shrewd and energetic business man, 
possessing a proper degree of conservatism to make him a safe and reliable banker. 


His success in life is largely due to his individual efforts, and he is a fair illustration of 
what a man can accomplish through industry, prudence and economy. 


SILAS D. DUELL, of Fairbury, is an extensive dealer in horses, and is a man of much 
knowledge of that business. He is a native of New York State, and was born on the 29th 
of June, 1837, in New London. He is the son of Wilbur and Betsy (Andrews) Duell, 
natives of England and Massachusetts respectively. 


The father was an owner of a steamboat, and was also captain of a steamer. He lost his 
life by a blast from a stone quarry in New York in 1847, and his wife died in that State in 
1885. They were the parents of five children: Laura A., Mrs. Phillips; James, who 


married Miss Mary A. Linate ; Silas D. ; George, who married Mary Nerber, and Jane, 
now Mrs. Cook. 


Silas D. Duell was married to Miss Cordelia Mahoney on the 25th of April, 1855. She 
was born in Lewiston, Niagara Co., N. Y., in 1836, and is thie daughter of Patrick and 
Hannah (Smith) Mahoney, the former a native of Canada, and the latter of New York; 
both her parents are now living, the father being seventy-four and the mother seventy-two 
years of age. They are the parents of seven children : Hannah, now Mrs. Duell ; Edwin, 
who married Casey Cumston ; Susan, now Mrs. John Morris; Almira, Mrs. Stuekey; 
Josephine, Mrs. Moore; Jennie, now the widow of Mr. King, who was killed in a coal 
shaft in 1886; and Effa, Mrs. T. Sterling. 


Mr. and Mrs. Duell have three children—Charles D., Lydia L. and Frank. Charles D. 
married Miss Ida Cook; he has two children by a former wife. Lydia L. married George 
Enslow, and has one child living in Alexandria, Neb. 


Mr. Duell had very meager advantages in the way of early education. From infancy he 
was kept on board of the vessel of which his father was captain, on the Erie Canal, and as 
soon as he was old enough was put to steering the boat, in which work he was engaged 
until twenty years of age, when he came West and settled in Indian Grove Township, 
where he has since lived. 


The first land he bought after arriving in the West was eighty acres in McLean County, 
and then he bought forty acres in Livingston County and engaged in farming on the latter 
tract for two years, making a specialty of raising horses, cattle and hogs. At the end of 
two years he rented his land and moved to Fairbury, where he purchased a house, and 
soon engaged in the livery business and buying army horses. 


He was the first man in this region to ship horses to the army and the New York market. 
He is also the pioneer in shipping horses from the Territories to this region of country for 
sale. He is a speculator by nature, and among his transactions he mentions having bought 
town lots here for $100 and disposing of them for $2,000. He has been successful in his 
speculations, and has accumulated about $30,000 worth of property, being the owner of 
three good farms, all under cultivation, and a large amount of town property. 


Mr. Duell is a member of Fairbury Lodge No. 290, I. O. O. F., and he and his wife are 
members of the Baptist Church, of which he is one of the Trustees. In politics, he is a 
Republican, first, last and all the time. He is a valuable man to a community, because he 
takes an interest in everything that tends to the welfare of the people. He is enterprising, 
liberal and sociable, and Fairbury can consider herself fortunate in having such a citizen 
within her limits. 


FRANKLIN M. EADS is a representative of the family from which sprang James B. 
Eads, the noted civil engineer who has made his name famous in his connection with the 
navigation of the Mississippi. The subject of our sketch is one of the most prosperous 
farmers and stock-growers of Indian Grove Township, and owns a fine body of land on 
section 26, and also 193 acres in Belle Prairie Township. 


He was born in Morgan County, this State, Dec. 28, 1833, and is the son of John and Jane 
(Anderson) Eads, natives respectively of Maryland and North Carolina. When but a lad 
John Eads removed to Lexington, Ky., with his parents, and there learned blacksmithing 
and followed the trade for forty or fifty years. He came to Illinois in 1828 or 1829, 
settling first in Jacksonville, Morgan County, where he resided until 1832, when he 
removed to a farm twelve miles southeast of the city, where, with his family, he spent the 
remainder of his life. His death took place about 1859, and that of his widow in about 
1881. 


The mother of our subject, Jane Brandon Anderson, was born five miles from Salisbury, 
Rowan Co., N. C, Oct. 5, 1796, and died at his residence, five miles south of Fairbury, 
April 15, 1881, at the age of eighty -four years, six months and ten days. She was the 
third child of Thomas and Martha (Dickey) Anderson, and her paternal grandfather, Isaac 
Anderson, was one of the original settlers of Rowan County, N. C, and married Miss 
Sarah Farmer. The first husband of Jane Brandon was Ezekiel Turner, and her second 
John Slade, Sr., of Jacksonville, Morgan Co., 111., to whom she was married Sept, 18, 
1828. 


Our subject remained under the parental roof until a youth of nineteen years, receiving a 
common school education and being trained to habits of industry and economy. Then, 
under the instruction of an elder brother, who was located in the small village of 
Waverly, he took up the trade his father had so long and industriously followed. After an 
experience of about ten years in the shop he turned his attention to fanning, and has since 
been energetically engaged in tilling the soil. He has been greatly prospered in his labors, 
and from the time of his first purchase of a quarter section of land he has accumulated 
until he is now the proprietor of 515 acres, all under a good state of cultivation. 


His stock-raising operations have been extensive, and his stables include imported Clyde 
horses and Short-horn cattle. As a breeder of horses he has attained an enviable 
reputation, and with his cattle has followed the practice of Mr. Haaf, of Henry County, 
Ill., that of sawing the horns off close to the head. This he esteems a humane procedure. 
He has also added sheep-raising to his other interests, and as might be expected, keeps 
the best grades. His residence and farm buildings are of excellent description, and 
everything about the premises indicates thrift and industry of no mean order, and we are 
pleased to present a full-page view of them as a representative farm estate of Livingston 
County. 


After reaching his twenty-third year Mr. Eads was united in marriage with Miss 
Esmeralda Patton. The wedding took place at the home of the bride in Woodford County 
on the 31st of May, 1857. Of this union there was born one child, a son, Willie E., who 
died when five mouths old. The wife was called to the other world in 1868. 


The second wife of our subject was Miss Minerva Travis, to whom he was married Feb. 
13, 1873. She became the mother of three children, namely :Laura, who died in infancy; 
Dora M., who was born March 15, 1875, and Lester E., Jan. 22, 1877. The mother of 
these children died at her home ill Indian Grove Township in 1877. 


The present wife of our subject was formerly Mrs. John (Thompson) Hougham. This 
marriage resulted in the birth of one child who died in infancy. Mrs. Eads was born in 
McLean County, this State, Aug. 27, 1846, and is the daughter of Simpson E. and 
Narcissa Thompson, natives of Kentucky, .and now living in McLean County. 


Mr. Eads has held the various offices of his township and officiated as Deacon in the 
Christian Church for eight years, and has recently been made an Elder. He meddles little 
in politics and is a strong- Prohibitionist. Mrs. Eads united with the Christian Church in 
about the year 1864, and has ever since been a worthy member. 


In Livingston County may be found many highly cultivated and well equipped farms, and 
some of the most advanced and enterprising farmers in the State. While it may be classed 
among the very leading agricultural counties of the Northwest it takes an equal rank 
among the counties more especially devoted to raising fine stock. Here both the tilling of 
the soil and the breeding of farm animals are practiced after the most modern and 
scientific principles. The pioneers in these advanced methods are rendering invaluable 
service to the community about them. They are men of skill, foresight and enterprise. 
Among the leading men of the county in both branches is Mr. Eads, the gentleman whose 
life is briefly outlined above, and it is with pleasure that we present his portrait in this 
volume. 


Fancy Provost 
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Resinence of FRANK M. Eads, 


Sec. 26. INDIAN GROVE TOWNSHIP. 


ALEXANDER EASTON is a farmer by calling, but is at present engaged in the livery 
business as a member of the firm of Easton & Westervelt, of Fairbury. He comes of 


genuine old Scotch parentage, both his father and mother having been born in "Bonnie 
Scotland." 


The parents were Robert and Mary (Spence) Easton. the former of whom was born in 
1812, and the latter in 1815. Robert Easton was a miner by trade and followed the same 
occupation after coming to the United States. Upon his arrival in this country he took up 
his residence in Maryland and after an active and busy life of some years in that State, he 
moved to Pennsylvania, where he lived and labored at his trade, respected for his 
uprightness and honorable dealings with his fellowmen, until his death in 1881. He was a 
consistent Christian, and held fellowship with the Methodist Episcopal Church. His good 
wife survived him, and is living in Fairbury. The union of Robert Easton and Mary 
Spence was blessed by the birth of ten children, six of whom are with their father in "that 
home not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." The children were named as follows: 
Robert, Sarah, Margaret, Sarah (2d), Margaret (2d), Adam, Alexander, Ellen, Agnes and 
Archibald. Those living are Alexander, Ellen, Agnes and Robert. 


The subject of this sketch was born near Lonaconing, Alleghany Co., Md., Sept. 2, 1844, 
and lived with his parents in that State until their removal to Allegheny County, Pa., 
when he accompanied them there. There he continued to reside until rebel shot and shell 
were thundered against Sumter, and President Lincoln called for brave hearts and strong 
arms to defend our country's flag. 


Although but seventeen years old, young Easton resolved to give his life, if necessary, 
for the preservation of the Union. 


Accordingly in 1861 he enlisted in Company D, 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, as a private, 
and was mustered into the service at Pittsburgh. He participated in the second and third 
battles of Winchester, the battles of Rocky Gap, Va., Fisher's Hill, Gettysburg, 
Martinsburg, Bunker Hill, Cedar Creek, Cross Keys, Lewisburg, Va., and many minor 
engagements. He also participated in the Salem raid, which was one of the most 
destructive of the war. 


In 1863, after the battle of Winchester, Private Easton was promoted Corporal, and a year 
later was promoted Orderly, and served on Gen. Averill's staff. Mr. Easton received two 
wounds at the battle of Cedar Creek, one of which was in the hand, and the other on the 
leg, between the knee and ankle. Pie was also taken prisoner during that engagement, and 
for 5 months suffered all the horrors of rebel prisons. He was first confined in that most 
foul of Southern dens, Libby, of Richmond, and later sent to Salisbury, N. C, where he 
remained until the spring. Mr. Easton, after receiving his honorable discharge from the 
army, went to Virginia, where his parents were then living, and remained about three 
years, during the time being variously engaged, and in 1869 he came to this County. 


In 1883 our subject purchased a fine farm of eighty acres. located on section 18 Indian 
Grove Township. The place has a good residence and orchard upon it, and every acre is 
under an advanced state of cultivation. Mr. Easton lived on this farm until November. 
1886, when he rented it and moved into Fairbury, engaging in the livery business with J. 
L. Westervelt, which business relation still exists. 


On the 5th of June, 1879. Mr. Easton was united in marriage with Miss Jennie T., 
daughter of Dr. Amos M. and Melissa (Kinney) Johnson. The result of this union has 


been three children, whose record is as follows: Oscar A. was born March 2A, 1880; 
Harvey L.. May 4. 1884; Percy D., Jan. 27, 1887. 


Since his advent into Illinois Mr. Easton has been successful in his business ventures, and 
has been able to surround himself and family with many of the comforts of life. In his 
political affiliations Mr. Easton is in harmony with the Republican party, and he gives to 
the men and measures of that party a hearty and cordial support. 


WILLIAM F. EIKLOR, who is accredited with the ownership of one of the finest farms 
in Belle Prairie Township, makes a specialty of dealing in cattle, purchasing and shipping 
to the Eastern markets. He also breeds considerably, and altogether handles large 
numbers annually. His property includes 160 acres of valuable land, which he has 
brought to a high state of cultivation, providing it with handsome and substantial 
buildings and all the accessories required by the intelligent farmer of the nineteenth 
century. 


As a citizen and member of his community he is considered one of the most reliable men 
of his township, prompt to meet his obligations, and possessing all the qualities which 
commend him to an appreciative and intelligent class of people. 


Our subject was born in Erie County, Ohio, Aug. 2, 1838, and is the son of William F. 
and Jeanette (Cane) Eiklor, natives of New York State, and the former of German 
ancestry. The father was born in 1815, and died in McLean County, this State, in January, 
1866. He spent his childhood and youth in his native county, whence he emigrated to 
Ohio and there learned the trade of a blacksmith and machinist, which he followed 
through life, preparing principally the iron work for vessels, including schooners and 
steamboats. He established in business for himself at Huron, and employed a goodly 
number of workmen during the busy seasons. He was a skilled mechanic, and although 
receiving but a common-school education, became a man whose influence was sensibly 
felt in his community, of which he was a highly respected member. The mother was born 
in 1818, and was married in the spring of 1836: she is still living, and makes her home 
with her children. Although quite aged she is a healthy and vigorous lady, possessing the 
admirable constitution of her Irish ancestors. Both parents were members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church for many years. They came to Illinois in 1847, and Mr. E. 
took up a tract of land in Cropsey Township, McLean County, which remained in his 
possession until his decease. The home circle included a large family of children, of 
whom William F., our subject, was the eldest. The others were named respectively, 
James, Alonzo, Joseph B., Rebecca J., Louisa, Frederick B., Cecelia, John, Edward H., 
Jay and Jeanette. 


Our subject was a lad nine years of age when his parents came to Illinois. He remained 
under the home roof until after reaching his twenty-first year, when he was united in 
marriage with Miss Sophronia Olmsted, the wedding taking place at the home of the 
bride Jan. 18, 1858, Rev. John Elliott, of the Presbyterian Church, officiating. Mrs. Eiklor 
was born in Chautauqua County, N. Y., Feb. 27, 1839, and is the daughter of Caleb and 
Samantha (Wagner) Olmsted, also natives of the Empire State. Her father was born in 


1812, and came with his family to Illinois in 1846, locating in DeKalb County, where he 
engaged in farming and became quite wealthy. His death took place at the homestead 
there in July, 1886. The mother was born in 1814, and survived her husband less than a 
year, her death taking place in February, 1887, at Genoa, DeKalb County. .She is 
affectionately remembered by her children as a lady possessing all the desirable qualities 
of a wife and mother, and was a devoted Christian and a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church for many years. The parental family included eleven children, namely: 
Andrew, Alfred, Chester, Lester, Henry, Sophronia, Caroline, Helen, Emeline, Ella and 
Emma. 


The two children of Mr. and Mrs. Eiklor are William A., who was born Feb. 25, 1859, 
married Miss Susan Blundy, and is now occupied in farming in Cropsey Township, 
McLean County; and Eunice S., who was born Feb. 16, 1865, and died while an 
interesting child of seven years, Sept. 12, 1872. 


Our subject and his wife are members in good standing of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church at Cropsey, and politically. Mr. E. uniformly votes the Republican ticket. As 
representative of this section of country- we refer to the view of Mr. Eiklor's residence on 
an adjoining page of this Album. 


JOSIAH M. FETZER. Many of the earlier settlers of Virginia came from Germany, and 
they were among the most thrifty farmers and tradesmen of the Old Dominion, although 
for a great length of time they labored under many disadvantages unless they were well 
enough off to own slaves, which few of them desired to, even had they been able. Many 
Virginians of German ancestry are now scattered throughout the West, and among her 
best citizens Illinois can claim a multitude of them. 


In Livingston County there are quite a number of families who are natives of Virginia, 
and they are all thrifty and prosperous people. The subject of this sketch, who is a 
representative farmer and stock-raiser on section 28, Avoca Township, is a native of 
Shenandoah County, Va., and was born on the 17th of January, 1848. 


Mr. Fetzer is the son of George and Catherine Fetzer, the latter deceased, who were 
Virginians by birth, and the father was of German descent. To them were born eight 
children, five of whom are living: John W.\ Eliza, wife of L. T. Courtney; James B., 
George and Josiah M. When our subject was about four years of age his parents 
emigrated to Illinois and settled in Vermilion Township, La Salle County, where the 
mother died in the month of June, 1881. 


The father, who is nearly seventy years of age, resides in that county, an honored and 
respected citizen. He has always been identified with moral reforms and movements for 
the betterment of the people. For a considerable time he served as School Director in La 
Salle County, and during his administration the affairs of the schools were well and 
judiciously managed. 


Mr. Fetzer was reared to manhood on a farm in La Salle County, where he received a 
good education in the district schools. On the 18th of March, 1874, he was married to 
Mary F. Scott, a native of La Salle County, and a daughter of John Scott, a pioneer of that 
county. Of this union there are three children: Cora E., born on the 2d of May, 1875; 
Charles R., May 4, 1879; Pearl, Sept. 30, 1884. 


Mr. Fetzer came to Livingston County in the year 1886, and settled upon the farm which 
he now occupies in Avoca Township. This farm consists of 100 acres of well-improved 
land, which has been thoroughly drained and made exceedingly productive. In connection 
with his farming operations he devotes considerable attention to the raising of stock of all 
kinds, and in this has been quite successful. He is a Democrat in his political affiliations, 
but does not engage in politics for the purpose of securing office. He has served for 
several years as School Director, to the duties of which position he has given close and 
careful attention. 


He is a friend of education and progressive in his ideas of the management of schools. 
He and his wife occupy an enviable position in the society of Avoca Township, and are 
highly respected and esteemed for their many good qualities. 


HORACE M. GILLETTE, grain dealer of Fairbury, came to this vicinity in the fall of 
1860, and established his present business, together with that of general merchandising. 


He became associated with Mr. H. Remington, and they operated together about eight 
years, since which time Mr. G. has conducted his business alone. 


He commenced in life without means, dependent upon his own resources, and has made a 
good record. 


Mr. Gillette is a native of Connecticut, where he was born in Nuffield, Hartford County, 
Aug. 13, 1834. His parents, James and Martha Gillette, were natives of the same State, 
and both died there early in life, the father when his son Horace was a year old, and the 
mother two years later. There were three children thus orphaned, namely: Aurelia M., 


who died at Cold Springs, N. Y., in 1 So2 ; James F., a member of the Chicago Board of 
Trade, and our subject. 


Mr. Gillette, after the death of his parents, was cared for by Horace Sheldon, and when 
eight years old was bound out to a farmer with whom he remained eight years. He in the 
meantime attended the common school, and spent six months in the High School, where 
his studies were completed in the winter of 1855. 


Soon afterward, he started for the West, and after reaching Chicago was employed by the 
firm of S. A. Kent d: Co. two years. He then came to Pontiac, where he commenced 
operating as a grain dealer, and continued until the fall of 1860, when he took up his 
residence in Fairbury. 


Mr. Gillette was married, in 1860, to Miss Annette Harmon, whom died seven years later, 
leaving two sons, Henry R. and Julius H. In 1871 Mr. Gillette was again united in 
marriage, with Miss M. E. Bryant, of Indiana, and they became the parents of four 
children, namely : Aurelia. Louisa. Nellie and Jennie. These remain with their parents, 
who are pleasantly located on Elm street. 


Mr. Gillette, politically, is a liberal Democrat, and in religious matters is in sympathy 
with the Presbyterian Church. Socially he is a member in good standing of the Masonic 
fraternity, and has reached the Knight Templar degree. 


DANIEL GRAY. The man who made his advent into Illinois over fifty years ago, and 
has lived there continuously since, has witnessed great changes. Under his observation 
the State has grown from a waste of wild prairie to a compactly settled commonwealth, 
whose farms are the best cultivated, most productive and most diversified in products of 
any in the Union. 


The great area of the State includes almost all varieties of climate, reaching from long 
winters which prevail in the region of the Great Lakes to the semitropical climate at the 
junction of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, and this enables the growing of Northern 
and Southern crops within the boundary of a single State. 


Fifteen years ago the population of the territory extending from what is now the 
Wisconsin boundary line to the Ohio River was not much greater than that now contained 
by individual counties, so that the man who has lived in Illinois for fifty years can look 
retrospectively at great growths and wonderful developments. 


This is illustrated in our subject, a farmer and stockgrower on section 18, Belle Prairie 
Township, who was born in Morgan County, Ind., on the 13th of June, 1833, and became 
a resident of Illinois in 1834. 


Daniel Gray is the son of Allen and Malinda Gray, natives of Tennessee and Kentucky 
respectively. The father was born in 1804, and was a farmer by occupation, and held very 
liberal views upon all theological questions, which he was able to present intelligently 
upon any and all occasions. For some years he was Supervisor of the township in which 
he resided, and was Postmaster at Crow Meadows, Marshall County, under Fillmore, 
which office he held at the time of his death, in 1855. The mother was born in 1806 and 
died in 1877, and during her life was an ardent member of the Old-School Presbyterian 


Church. There were born to them nine children—James, William, John, Daniel, Joseph, 
Robert, Samuel, Elizabeth and Sarah. 


Our subject's youth was spent upon the farm, and such education as he was able to obtain 
was by attendance upon the short terms of the common schools of those days. At the age 
of twenty-two years he was married to Miss Martha Richardson, on the 13th of 
September, 1855. She is a native of Huntingdonshire, England, and was born in 1836, 
coming to the United States when sixteen years of age with her parents, Thomas and 
Rachel Richardson, natives of England. The mother died some years ago, but the father 
still survives. 


Mr. Gray was brought to Illinois in 1 834 by his parents, with whom he remained and 
assisted in the work on the farm until he arrived at manhood. 


In 1881 he came to Livingston County and purchased 200 acres of fine land, to the 
farming of which he has devoted considerable of his time. Mr. and Mrs. Gray have had 
eleven children: Allen, who died in infancy; Robert married Miss Elizabeth Haynes ; 
Laura married Henry Patton ; Thomas; Ella married Plummer Coffman; Minnie died in 
childhood ; Charles died at the age of seven ; Ebenezer, Letitia, Jason and Stella, who are 
twins. 


Mr. Gray is a Democrat of the old Jacksonian school, but has never held any office 
except that of Collector, in Marshall County, for one year. Quite recently he sold his farm 
on section 18, Belle Prairie Township, and has purchased 160 acres on section 26, 
Saunemin Township. 


SAMUEL M. GREENBAUM. Among the citizens of Livingston County now resident 
are many who have witnessed a marvelous change from its wild primitive condition of 
unsubdued prairie to its present high state of cultivation. 


Among them is the subject of this sketch, although yet a young man. Mr. Greenbaum has 
ridden over the unobstructed prairies, with his compass on his saddle-horn for a guide, 
gathering up cattle which roamed at will. 


Mr. Greenbaum was born in Frankfort-on-the-Main, Germany, Sept. 18, 1842. His 
parents were Moses and Sarah (Neumann) Greenbaum. The father was a drover, and with 
his family, save the subject of this sketch, who came in IS.*G, came to this county in 
1861 , locating in Pontiac. His death took place in Chicago, in June, two years thereafter. 
There were in all six children in the family, one of whom, Jacob, died during infancy in 
Germany. The others are J. M., engaged in the cattle business in Chicago; Henry, a 
banker at Pontiac; Jeanette, wife of Isaac Freeman, of Chicago; Rebecca, wife of Louis 
Levy, also of Chicago, and Samuel M., our subject. 


In 1856 Samuel M. Greenbaum came to this country, lauding at Baltimore: thence to 
Chicago, thence to Lexington, and to Pontiac in 1857, where he remained until the 
breaking out of the Rebellion, when, full of patriotism and love of his adopted country, he 
enlisted in Company C, 39th Illinois Infantry, Sept. 11, 1861, and was mustered in 
October 12th of the same year at Benton Barracks, Mo. 


Thence his regiment was sent to Baltimore, where its members served under old Jimmy 
Shields. In 1862 they participated in McClellan's memorable peninsular campaign. 
Following the route of this regiment, we find it doing patrol duty along the B. & OR. R. 
The regiment divided Companies A, B, C and F at Alpine Station, Va., Company E, at Sir 
John's Run, Company G at Great Cacapon, and Companies D, K and I at Bath, Va. 


Jan. 2, 1862, Stonewall Jackson attacked the forces at Bath, were held in check until Jan. 
4, when they were forced to cross the Potomac (wading it.) Jan. 11, 1862, they marched 
to Cumberland, Md., forty miles; January 17 were ordered to New Creek, guarding 
railroads; March 23 participated in the battle of Winchester, and pursued the enemy to 
Strasburg. To them was given the responsible task of holding the White House and 
Columbian bridges spanning the Shenandoah River. In May they were sent to reinforce 
Gen. Banks, and in June to Mc-Clellan's army. We find them at Harrison's Landing June 
8, and Malvern Hill July 3, participating in skirmishes at Black Water, Zenii and 
Franklin, then sailing with the Foster expedition against Charleston, reaching Hilton 
Head February 1 ; on April 5 witnessing the bombardment of Ft. Sumter, and engaged in 
the siege and capture of Morris Island July 11. 


To them belongs the honor of being the first regiment to enter Ft. Wagner. In January, 
1864, the 39th Illinois re-enlisted as veterans, and in the summer following engaged in 
Butler's Bermuda Hundreds campaign. At Drury's Bluff, May 16, they sustained a loss of 
15 killed, 72 wounded, 52 missing ; at Wire Bottom Church, May 20, 23 killed, 130 
wounded, and 13 missing; at Deep Run, August 16, 26 killed, 77 wounded, 8 missing. 
The 24th Army Corps, to which the 39th was attached, broke camp on the north side of 
James River and went to Hatches' Run, on the extreme of the Army of the Potomac, 
broke the rebel lines there, and the following day stormed the works, or rather the key to 
Petersburg, and took the same. The 39th Illinois was in the advance in this bloody work. 
It was in the advance upon Richmond at Chapin's Farm. , and at Darbytown, where they 
sustained a loss of 15 killed, 57 wounded and 8 missing. It followed up Lee to his 
surrender at Appomattox Court House. Mr. Greenbaum was not at all times with his 
regiment, having been detailed as a musician. When orders were issued disbanding 
regimental bands, his was constituted a brigade band, continuing him in this service. 


As a trophy of the war we find Mr. Greenbaum carrying back from Richmond to 
Yankeedom a bride. Miss Henrietta Kayton, daughter of Henry and Caroline Kayton, 
residents of Baltimore, formerly of Norfolk. The marriage was celebrated in Richmond. 
To them have been born six children: Moses, Oct. 18, 1867; Belle, June 14, 1869: Sadie, 
July 14, 1871; Carrie, Sept. 25, 1873; Walter, Nov. 25, 1875; Jessie, March 1, 1882. 


Samuel Greenbaum commenced business in Fairbury Aug. 1, 1866, and after five years 
removed to Pana, Ill., remaining five years, whence he returned to Fairbury, where he has 
since continued, successfully pursuing his vocation. He is a most congenial gentleman, 
and his wife well fitted to adorn the circle in which she moves, and of which she is quite 
a leader. 


Socially Mr. Greenbaum is an enthusiastic member of the K. of P., G. A. R., A. O. U, 
AV. and M. W. Politically he is a pronounced Republican. 


GEORGE HALL. The 4th of July, 1863, will stand as one of the most important days in 
the history of the United States, for on that day the Union army was successful in the 
memorable battle of Gettysburg, and the Gibraltar of the South, Vicksburg, which had 
blocked the Mississippi from the day of the commencement of hostilities, was 
surrendered to Gen. Grant, and the Southern Confederacy was cut in two. The success of 
Meade's army at Gettysburg settled no question of advantage, but was simply a grand 
victory of the Union troops, while the capitulation of Vicksburg gave us complete control 
of the great river from St. Paul to New Orleans, and made two minor Confederacies 
instead of one solid and compact body. The defeat of the Confederate army was virtually 
assured by the capture of Vicksburg, and it could only remain a question of time when all 
the Southern States would be subdued and would surrender. It is not the intention to put 
in this Alum a history of the war, but, the subject of this sketch having participated in the 
siege of Vicksburg and witnessed the surrender of that stronghold, it is proper that the 
importance of the capture be set forth; for if he lives until history records all the facts of 
the war, the proudest boast he can make will be "I was with Grant at Vicksburg." This 
will be an honor equal to that claimed by the heroes at Waterloo, who fought with 
Wellington. 


Mr. Hall is a representative citizen of Avoca Township, and resides on section 21. He is a 
native of McLean County, II., and was born on the 28th of September, 1845, being the 
son of Jeremiah S. and Jane C. Hall, both natives of New England. Two of his paternal 
great-uncles were soldiers in the Revolutionary War. Of the five children born to his 
parents but three survive : William F., of McLean County: Hannah, and George, the 
subject of this sketch. His parents settled in McLean County in 1834, and were among the 
early settlers of that county. The father died in September, 1882, and the mother in April, 
1874. They were widely and favorably known in that county, where they enjoyed the 
esteem and confidence of all who knew them. 


Mr. Hall was reared to manhood in his native county, where he secured a good common- 
school education. On the 8th of December, 1861, he enlisted in Company K, 2nd Illinois 
Infantry, and remained in the service until the 20th of July 1865. The 26th Regiment was 
initiated into the realities of war at New Madrid and Island No. 10, which were the first 
engagements looking to the opening of the Mississippi River from the North. Afterward 
they participated in the siege of Corinth, the first and second battles of Iuka and the battle 
of Corinth. When Gen. Grant started with his army toward Vicksburg, the subject of this 
sketch was wounded, north of Holly Springs, Miss., in the right leg. After being at the 
hospital for about four months, he rejoined his regiment in time to participate in the 
operations in front and rear of Vicksburg, and in the siege, which lasted forty-seven days 
and nights. 


Subsequently he was in the battles of Jackson, Chattanooga, siege of Atlanta, and in 
Sherman's entire campaign, which culminated in the memorable march to the sea, and 
wound up with the grand review at Washington. 


He was honorably discharged on the 20tli of July, 1865, and then returned to Illinois. 


On the 21st of December, 1871, Mr. Hall was married to Marian McKee, daughter of 
William and Sarah (Moore) McKee, of Woodford County, Ill., and to them have been 


born four children : Frederick J., born on the 28th of January, 1874; Corbin G., born May 
18, 1877; Jennie M., born March 24, 1879, and Elsie R., born Jan. 21, 1883. 


In the spring of 1873 Mr. Hall went to Nebraska, and resided in Buffalo County until the 
fall of 1876, when he returned to Illinois, and resided in Ford County until 1880. In that 
year he came to Livingston Comity, and settled on the farm which he now occupies, and 
which consists of eighty acres of very excellent land, where he is meeting with success in 
all his operations. He is independent in political matters, and does not owe allegiance to 
either of the old parties. He and his wife both occupy an enviable position in society, for 
which they are fitted both by education and intimacy with the affairs of the world. Mrs. 
Hall is a member of the Christian Church. 


JOHN HARRIS. Some of the best citizens now residents of the United States were 
contributed by England, not only in Colonial days but in later years. They are nearly all 
men of intelligence, because of the advanced position of England in educational 
advantages, and also of the innate aptness of the English people for getting on in the 
world. A large per cent of the Englishmen now in the United States are skilled 
mechanics, and they have been indispensable aids in assisting American manufacturers to 
occupy the leading position they do in the markets of the world. The English farmer 
displays as much tact and aptness in his special calling as does his brother in the 
manufacturing world. 


The subject of this sketch, who is one of the wealthy and respected fanners of Livingston 
County, residing in Belle Prairie Township, was born in North Devonshire, England, on 
the 30th of March, 1832, and is the son of William and Mary (Bennett) Harris, both of 
whom are of pure English blood. The father was by occupation a gentleman's footman. 
His death occurred in 1881, and the mother's in 1848. They were the parents of seven 
children—Jeremiah, William, Elizabeth, John, Susan, Thomas and Mary J. 


John Harris came to America in 1855, landing at Quebec, Canada, from which place he 
proceeded to Genesee County, N. Y. There he remained for five years engaged at work 
by the month. He then came to Illinois and located at Shirley, a place south of 
Bloomington, where he worked by the month for the same man, a Mr. Baird, for the next 
five years. At the end of that time, he purchased a piece of land in Forest Township, 
Livingston County, where he remained for one year, and rented land for two years of Dr. 
Bartlett. He then came to Belle Prairie Township and purchased 130 acres of unimproved 
prairie land, which he immediately set to work to transform into a productive farm, in 
which enterprise he succeeded so well that he now owns 380 acres of as good land as can 
be found anywhere. 


During his residence in this township he has devoted considerable attention to the raising 
of hogs, and also in this particular branch has been eminently successful, and now is 
looked upon as one of the wealthiest men of the township. 


In May, 1852, Mr. Harris was married to Miss Mary Cooper, who was born in 
Devonshire, England, on the 27th of October, 1830, and to them have been born eight 
children: John C, who married Miss Mary A. Weeks, Nov. 9, 1881, and they have two 


children, Blanche and Mabel; Frank J., who married Hattie K. Knight, and they have one 
child named Roy; Walter W., Wllliam, Emanuel, Mary J., Lydia A. and James. A. 


Mr. Harris is a leading and prominent member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to 
which he contributes liberally of both time and money. He is a straight Republican in 
politics, and takes an active part in the campaigns of his party. In business affairs he is 
prompt and reliable, and faithfully keeps all his obligations. Among the numerous farm 
homesteads shown in this volume as specimens of what Livingston County affords may 
be found Mr. Harris' place. 


BENJAMIN HIERONYMUS. No man in the community where he so long resided 
made a brighter record or was more highly esteemed than Mr. Hieronymus, of whom we 
give the following sketch: He was a native of Kentucky, and was born on the 13th of 
January, 1818, his parents being William and Elvira (Darnell) Hieronymus. both natives 
of Virginia. The great-grandfather of William came from Germany in the year 1765, and 
settled near the Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia, and in 1804 moved to Kentucky, 
where he died in 1831. 


The genealogy of this family has been traced back many centuries, and it is found that the 
tree began in Germany in the year 330, the first of the stock being a minister who died in 
the year 420, at the age of ninety years. His name was Sophronius Eusebius Hieronymus. 


Benjamin came from this ancient family, and possessed many of the characteristics of his 
ancestors. e came to Logan County in 1828 with his parents, and endured .all the 
privations and hardships of the settlers of those days. In 1839 he came to Livingston 
County and purchased land, where he became one of the leading farmers of the county. 
He augmented his estate until his farm consisted of 600 acres of most excellent land. He 
was an enterprising man, and devoted his energies largely to stock-growing, making a 
specialty of fine colts. 


He was a consistent member of the Christian Church for many years. He was a strict! 
honest and conscientious man, and was highly esteemed by all who knew him. His death 
occurred on the 31st of December, 1885, and his loss to the community was keenly felt 
and duly mourned. 


The portrait of this esteemed gentleman, which we present in this connection, will be 
highly appreciated by his friends and neighbors. He was well known throughout the 
southern portion of the county, and doubtless had as many friends as any man within its 
borders. 


Let us now refer to the estimable wife of our subject, who was married on the 19th of 
September, 1839, in Livingston County. At the time her parents settled in Indian Grove 
two tribes of Indians, the Pottawatomies and Kickapoos, numbering 400 souls, occupied 
that territory, and the name of their chief was Shaubina. Mrs. H. was twelve years of age 
when her parents came among these tribes of Indians and took possession of land on 
which to make their future home. 


She was born in 1822 in Boone County, Ky., and is the daughter of Valentine M. and 
Rachel (Steers) Darnell, natives respectively of Virginia and Ohio. He came to 
Livingston County in 1830, and located in Indian Grove. At that time there were scarcely 
any settlements whatever of whites, the Indians being not yet wholly dispossessed of their 
lands by acts of Congress. 


Mrs. Hieronymus is the mother of eight children, three of whom are living—"William, 
Jasper and Elizabeth. Jasper married Miss Alvira Travis, and Elizabeth married Charles 
Westervelt, of Fairbury. Three died in infancy, and Martin and Emeline after reaching 
mature years. Mrs. Alvira M. Hieronymus lives; on the home place, located on section 4, 
Belle Prairie Township, and is surrounded with all the comforts of a rural home; she has 
been for many- years a consistent member of the Christian Church, and is a most 
exemplary lady possessing rare and lovable traits of both heart and mind, and was a 
worthy companion of the noble husband who so long and faithfully walked by her side. 


DAVID W. HILSBACK has been a resident of the Prairie State for over thirty-five 
years. During this time he has mostly engaged in farming, but in January, 1881, retired 
from active labor, and is now enjoying the fruits of his industry in the comforts of a 
pleasant home in the city of Fairbury. 


When coming to this locality, in common with his brother pioneers, he established 
himself upon a tract of uncultivated land, which he transformed into a fine farm supplied 
with a substantial set of buildings and everything necessary to complete a modern 
country home. 


This comprises 160 acres in Livingston and Ford Counties. Mr. H. has been prominent in 
the local affairs of this section, and turned his attention largely to religious work, having 
been for over thirty years a licensed preacher of the Methodist Episcopal Church. It has 
always been his disposition to do good, and he has exerted a great influence to this end 
among both young and old, who have come within the sphere of his influence. 


Mr. Hilsback was born in Stokes County, N. C, Jan. 9, 1819, and is the son of John and 
Catherine (Fulk) Hilsback, natives of the same State. His father was born Dec. 9, 1791, 
and departed this life at his home in Owen County, Ind., April 8, 1847. The mother was 
born in August, 1792, and died in Iowa in 1866. Both were devoted members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church for more than thirty years, and carried out in their daily lives 
the principles which they professed, rearing their children piously and carefully, and 
doing good to those around them as they had opportunity. 


Their views were liberal, and while the Methodist Church was their choice, they attended 
others and permitted their children to do so. The parental household included the 
following : Elias, Joseph, Eliza, David W., William, Elizabeth, Catherine, John and 
Permelia. 


Of these, eight are living and all married with the exception of Catherine. Joseph was 
married, and died about 1886. 


Mr. Hilsback came to Illinois in the spring of 1851, and located first in Woodford 
County, where he purchased land, and upon which he remained twelve years. In 1864 he 
removed to the eastern part of the county, where he had purchased a farm, which he sold 
upon coming to the city of Fairbury. 


In the meantime the outbreak of the Rebellion had stimulated his patriotism, and on the 
13th of August, 1862, he enlisted in the 77th Illinois Infantry, and soon afterward 
marched with his comrades to Covington, KY. On account of failing health, however, he 
was only permitted to serve until March following, when, after having been confined in 
the hospital at St. Louis two months, he was discharged for disability. Since then he has 
never been able to do manual labor, and receives a pension from the Government. He is a 
member of the G. A. R., Post No. 75 at Fairbury, of which he has been Chaplain fur many 
years, and is also Post Commander. 


Our subject, when twenty-two years of age, was united in marriage with Mrs. .Martha 
(Carmichael) Holder, the wedding taking place at the home of the bride, in Greene 
County, Ind., Dee. H, 1841. Mrs. H. is a native of the same State as her husband, and was 
born .June 7, 1810. She went with her parents to Indiana about 1833, and there met her 
husband. Their children, seven in number, were named respectively, James C, Solomon 
E., John R., Jennie: .Sarah, now deceased; Mary E. and Martha A. Those surviving are all 
married and settled comfortably in life. 


Mr. Hilsback served as School Treasurer four years in Woodford County, and has held 
the office of Justice of the Peace since 


1883. His decisions have been marked by excellent judgment, none of them having been 
reversed by a higher court. Mr. and Mrs. H. united with the Methodist Church in 1842, 
and our subject, besides his ministerial duties, has served as Class-Leader, and in other 
ways manifested his zeal for the cause of religion. He has been zealous at revivals, and in 


1864 conducted a protracted meeting in Penolia Township, Woodford County, upon 
which occasion large numbers were added to the church. Politically he is a stanch 
Republican. 


HENRY HILTON, who resides on section 34, Avoca Township, is a native of England, 
and was born in Yorkshire, the Largest county in the Kingdom, situated in the north part, 
and having on the cast the North Sea and landward the counties of Durham, 
Westmoreland, Lancashire, Cheshire, Derby, Nottingham and Lincoln. The surface is 
very much diversified. In the northwest are some of the highest mountains of England, 
and elsewhere barren moors, alternated with some of the richest tracts in the Kingdom. 
The rivers are all tributary to the Ouse and Humber, excepting the Tees forming the 
northern boundary, and the Ribble in the extreme west. Yorkshire is an agricultural, 
grazing and manufacturing county of the first rank, while the west division of the county 
is the chief seat of mining and manufacturing industry. 


York, the second city of England in point of rank, though not in size or commercial 
importance, is a parliamentary and municipal borough, and is the capital of Yorkshire. In 
this county the subject of our sketch was born on the 2d of August, 1822. 


Henry Hilton is the son of James and Hanna Hilton, both natives of England. In the 
spring of 1830 with his parents he emigrated to America, taking passage at Hull on a 
sailing-vessel, and after an ocean voyage of about six weeks lauded at New York City. 
His parents settled in Chautauqua County N. Y., where they resided many years. They 
were the parents of nine children, six of whom survive. William died Oct. 13, 1887, in 
Chautauqua County, N. Y. ; John is in the East; James, in Indiana; Thomas, in Minnesota; 
Henry; Anna, Mrs. Thomas Starr, of Dunkirk, N. Y. ; Eliza, Mrs. Fox, also of Dunkirk, 
N. Y. 


The subject of this sketch was reared to man's estate in Chautauqua County, N. Y., and 
received but a moderate education at the common schools in that counter. In the spring of 
1850, during the excitement consequent upon the discovery of gold in California, he went 
to that State, arriving in August, 1850. He remained there as a miner until the fall of 1851 
, when he went to Oregon, and was engaged there in various occupations. In going to 
California he went via the overland route and returned by the way of the Isthmus of 
Darien to New York State, -where he remained for several years. 


On the 6th of January, 1863, Mr. Hilton was married to Harriett Odell, who was born in 
New York City on the 20th of March, 1830. She was the daughter of Peter and Elizabeth 
Odell, her father being a native of New York and the mother a Virginian by birth. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Hilton have been born six children, five of whom are living: Sophia is the wife 
of George Day, of Pleasant 


Ridge Township); Josephine, Mrs. Elliott Gifford, of Linn County, Kan. ; Belle, wife of 
George Cottingham, of McLean County, Ill. ; Emma and Julia. 


In 1865, with his family, Mr. Hilton came to Livingston County, and settled on his 
present farm in Avoca Township, where he has continuously resided. He owns forty acres 
of well-improved land, which is well equipped in the way of buildings and fences. 


He has been a hard-working man all his life, and whatever he possesses is the result of his 
own industry and good management. He has served as School Director, in which position 
he has given good satisfaction. 


Politically he votes and acts with the Republican party, and he and his wife are both 
consistent members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in the affair's of which they take 
an active interest. They enjoy the respect and esteem of all the people by whom they arc 
surrounded. 


MILLER HOTALING. Many of the old settlers have passed away, and from those who 
are living, in many cases, the mantle is falling upon younger and stronger shoulders. The 
subject of this history is the son of a farmer of New York State, who died there in May, 
1881, namely, Richard Hotaling, the representative of a large family of that name, who 
were numbered among the most highly esteemed citizens of the Empire State. The 
mother is still living and has now passed her sixtieth birthday. 


Mr. Hotaling was born July 30, 1851. His parents, Richard and Helen Hotaling, were 
natives of New York State, which for many years had been the home of his paternal 
grandfather, who served as a soldier in the War of 1812. His great-grandfather fought on 
the side of the Colonists in the Revolutionary War, and spent his last years in Coxsackie, 
N. Y. The brothers and sisters of our subject comprised a large family and those living 
are named respectively : Annie, Mrs. John Jacobs, of Hazleton, Pa. ; Augusta, Mrs. Harry 
Herr. of Athens, N. Y. ; Adam, of Coxsackie, N. Y'.; Allen, of Athens; William and 
Harry, of Coxsackie; Mattie, Mrs. Orin Miller, of Windham, N. Y'. : May, of 
Schenectady, and Miller, our subject. 


Jacob enlisted as a Union soldier in the late war, and is believed to have starved to death 
in Andersonville Prison. He spent twenty-two months within that terrible stockade, and 
those who were so solicitous for his welfare can only imagine the sufferings he endured. 


Our subject passed his boyhood and youth on the farm, coming to this State when a youth 
of seventeen years, and following the calling to which he had been accustomed in 
McLean County about four years. The latter part of this time he operated on rented land 
with fair results, and on the 24th of December, 1874, was united in marriage with Miss 
Flora, daughter of Lewis and Chloe (Chilson) Pulsifer, the former now deceased and the 
latter residing at Fairbury. 


The young people began life in a modest dwelling, and became the parents of four bright 
children, namely: Lewis R., born Jan. 26, 1877; Philip M., July 24, 1878; Leah, Nov. 24, 
1881, and Chloe H., March IC, 1884. Mrs. Hotaling departed this life Dec. 23, 1886. 


The property of Mr. Hotaling includes ninety-five acres of good land located in Avoca 
Township, which yield in abundance the choicest crops of Central Illinois. Each year 
adds something to the value and attractiveness of his homestead, and he has been 
uniformly successful in his farming operations. 


Politically, he votes with the Republicans, and has served as School Director. About 1881 
he identified himself with .the Christian Church, in which he officiates as Superintendent 
of the Sunday-school and contributes according to his means to those enterprises 
calculated to promote the best interests of society. 


JAMES H. HOWARTH. Lancashire, England, is the great seat of the British cotton 
manufacture, which has increased since 1770 with a vapidity unparalleled in the -history 
of mechanical industry. Woolen, worsted, linen, silk, hats, paper, soap, chemicals, etc., 
are also manufactured on a large scale. Manchester is the principal seat of cotton 
manufacture in the county, and Liverpool of the shipping trade; the former, however, is 
carried on to a great extent in numerous other towns in the shire, including Preston, 
Bolton, Oldham, Ashton, Blackburn, Buiy, Chorley, Wigan and other minor points. A 
complete network of railways and several important canals afford means of rapid 
conveyance between Lancashire and all parts of the kingdom. Lancaster is the capital of 
the shire, and it is picturesquely situated upon an eminence crowned by the church and 
castle. It is a city of 20,000, and was formerly a port which enjoyed a large foreign trade, 
but in later years that has been transferred to Liverpool. 


Mr. Howarth, now a farmer and stock-grower on section 6, Belle Prairie Township, is a 
native of Lancashire, England, and was born on the 27th of February, 1847. He is the son 
of John and Selina (Fielding) Howarth, who were also natives of England. The father was 
born on the 24th of January, 1814, and was a coal miner and stonemason by trade, and in 
his youth received a very limited education. He first came to the United States in 1842, 
and in the same year located in Peoria County, Ill., where he followed his trade until 
about 1862, when he began farming with the assistance of his boys, and also dealt in coal 
until 1872, when he retired from the latter business. He is now the owner of about 600 
acres of land, and still resides in Peoria County. The mother was born in 1820, and is still 
living. She is a member of the Presbyterian Church, and has been for many years. They 
are the parents of six children, all of whom are living—James H., Colonel D., Benjamin, 
Sarah A., John and Selina. 


On the 5th of April, 1871, Mr. Howarth was married to Miss Alice Hindle, who was born 
on the 6th of April, 1849, in Peoria County. She is the daughter of John and Susannah 
Hindle, who were natives of England and came to America in 1842, and located at 
Peoria. The mother and father were both members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in 
which he had been a Class-Leader for many years. The father died in 1879. They were 
the parents of nine children, viz., Martha, Alice, David, Mary A., James H., Richard, 
Lilly, Arvesta J. and Selina M. 


Mr. Howarth came to Livingston County in 1870, and purchased 120 acres of land, to the 
cultivation of which, and the raising of stock, he devotes his time. In the spring of 1882 
he was elected to the office of Township Supervisor, which office he filled for four years, 
and then after a year's intermission he was re-elected, and is now in his fifth term of that 
office, in which he is serving to the entire satisfaction of the people of Belle Prairie 
Township. 


He has held the position of member of the Committee on County Equalization, in which 
position he has been of much valuable service to the people. He belongs to the Masonic 
fraternity, and is an active member of Tarbolton Lodge No. 351. 


Mr. and Mrs. Howarth have had six children—Flora A., S. Lilly, Richard B. (deceased), 
Jesse D., Martha A. and John P. The parents are both active members of the Presbyterian 
Church, and take a lively interest in the affairs of that organization. Mr. Howarth gives 
his political adhesion to the Republican party, and takes an active part in its campaigns. 


CHRISTOPHER C. HUMPHREYS. One thing will attract the attention of whoever 
reads the contents of this Album, and that is the number of persons now living in 
Livingston County who responded to the call of the Government from 1861to 1865, for 
soldiers to assist in suppressing the most gigantic rebellion the world ever knew. No 
matter what their nativity may be, a large proportion of the biographies of the present 
citizens of Livingston County must record the heroic deeds of the subjects of the sketches 
in the war for the Union. This shows patriotism, and wherever the people are patriotic, 
there citizenship is of a high standard. 


The subject of this sketch is a prominent farmner of Avoca Township, located on section 
21. He is a native of Muskingum County, Ohio, where he was born on the 28th of April, 
1830, and is the son of William and Mary Humphrey's, both natives of Ireland, who 
settled in Muskingum County in 1818. 


He is the youngest son of his father's family, and when four years of age accompanied his 
parents when they moved to Coshocton County, Ohio, where he was reared to manhood, 
receiving but a limited education owing to the meager advantages afforded him. 


In the spring of 1861, while a resident of Coshocton County, he enlisted in Company A, 
16th Ohio infantry, for the preliminary three months' service at the beginning of the war, 
and participated in a few of the engagements which soon followed in Western Virginia. 
On the 25th of December, 1861, his three months term of enlistment having expired, he 
again enlisted, this time in Company G, 80th Ohio Infantry, and during his term of 
service participated in the sieges of Corinth and Vicksburg, and in Sherman's march to 
the sea until Savannah was reached. After having served through the entire war, and 
made an honorable and enviable record as a soldier, he was discharged on the 7th of 
February, 1865, and then returned to Ohio. 


On the 8th of June, 1871, Mr. Humphreys was married to Mary E. Beyer, and they have 
four children—William A., John B., Mary E. and Margaret R. In 1881 he came to Illinois 
and settled on the farm which he now occupies, consisting of 240 acres, all of which is 
highly cultivated, and contains good improvements. He has recently added eighty acres to 
his landed area, making a total of 320 acres. In this connection we present a view of Mr. 
Humphrey's residence with its surroundings. 


Mr. Humphreys is a practically a self-made man, for he hail neither inheritance nor 
capital with which to begin the business of life, and what he possesses to-day is the result 
of his industry and management, seconded at all times by the best efforts of his estimable 
wife. In political matters Mr. Humpreys acts with the Republican party, through patriotic 
motives, and not with the hope of obtaining office as a reward for his services. At the 
time this sketch is written he is serving acceptably as School Director, and under his 
administration the school affairs of his district are kept in admirable condition. 


Mrs. Humphreys, the very excellent wife of the subject of this sketch, is a native of 
Franklin County, Ohio, where she was born on the 18th of May, 1846. She is the 
daughter of John and Margaret Beyer, who were Pennsylvanians by birth, and died in 
Franklin County, Ohio. They had ten children, five of whom are living—Cornelia, 
William, David, Sarah and Mary K. Mrs. Humphreys 


takes a warm interest in all matters which concern and affect the society in which she 
moves, while she is highly esteemed and respected as a neighbor. 


LANSING HUTCHINSON. This enterprising farmer not many years ago for himself in 
a field of labor to which he is most admirably adapted, both by training and natural 
qualifications. He enters with genuine interest into the cultivation of the soil, and nothing 
appears pleasanter to his eye than the spectacle of growing grain, the well-kept and 
thriving live stock, and all the other appurtenances of a well conducted farm. Possessing 
this true spirit with which to operate, there is no conjecture in predicting for him that 
complete success of which he is so eminently deserving. His land lies on section 20, 
Avoca Township, and includes 154 acres, under a good state of cultivation with a 
comfortable residence and good out-buildings. 


Our subject was born in New Jersey, Feb. 17, 1857, and is the son of Gideon and 
Susannah (Shangle) Hutchinson. Tradition has it that the family came from England to 
the United States with the Pilgrim Fathers, and landed at Plymouth Rock. They became 
prominent among the Colonists as people possessing in a marked degree those traits of 
character which fostered the early spirit of liberty, and assisted in throwing off the yoke 
of the oppressor. They married and reared families, and their descendants have, almost 
without exception, reflected the virtues of their ancestors. 


The father of our subject, a native of New Jersey, came to the West when his son Lansing 
was a little lad four years of age. They located first in McLean County, this State, where 
they resided until the spring of 1867, and then took up their abode in this county. 


Gideon Hutchinson soon after his arrival purchased a tract of land, only a part of which 
had been cultivated, and which now constitutes the home of our subject. He cultivated the 
soil, and added year after year the improvements which made the place 


attractive and valuable. He occupied it until the spring of 1881, when he removed across 
the Mississippi into Carroll County, Iowa, where he now resides. Gideon Hutchinson was 
Supervisor of Avoca Township a number of terms, and served as School Director many 
years. Both parents were members in good standing of the Presbyterian Church, in which 
the father served as an Elder, and did good service in building up the society and 


encouraging its growth. Politically, during his later years, he has affiliated with the 
Republican party. Although, perhaps, not the hero of any thrilling event, he has employed 
his time and talents worthily, and is esteemed as an honest man and a good citizen. 


Of a large family of children born to the parents of our subject, six now survive, namely, 
Philip, Lansing: Catherine, Mrs. George Cook, of Eppard's Point Town.-hip; Howard, 
Frederick and Mary. 


Lansing Hutchinson passed his boyhood and youth after the manner of most farmers' 
sons, spending his winters at the district school and his summers on the farm, where his 
services were utilized in assisting to plant and garner the crops. He was a 


bright and ambitious boy, fond of good books, and supplemented his school advantages 
by a course of sensible reading at home during his leisure hours. He remained a member 
of his father's household until ready to launch out in life for himself, and 


was married, Feb. 27, 1879, to Miss Lillian J. Taylor. Mrs. Hutchinson was born in 
Jefferson, Mo., Oct. 23, 1858, and is the daughter of Hiram J. and Sybil (Gibbs) Taylor. 
The father was a native of Scotland and the mother of Missouri. The former departed this 
life at his home in Missouri in 1800; the mother survived her husband twelve years. 


CHARLES M. JOHNSON, one of the steady, reliable men of Indian Grove Township, 
has, by a conservative business course and economy, surrounded himself and family with 
the comforts of the world. He beings to that sturdy class of men who accomplish their 
aims by substantial progress, always making sure of a foothold before taking the next 
step. Such men are always gaming headway, slow though it be sometimes, but never 
moving backward. Mr. Johnson has the care and management of a splendid 120-acre 
farm on section 17, Indian Grove Township, where, in addition to general farming, he 
engages to a considerable extent in raising live stock. 


Charles M. Johnson was born in Oswego County, N. Y., on the 10th of August, 1848. He 
is a son of Franklin I. and Mary A. (Wightman) Johnson. 


The father was born on the 2d of December, 1820, in New Lebanon, Columbia Co., N. 
Y., his parents being Franklin and Hopey (King) Johnson. Our 


subject's mother was born in Oswego County, N. Y., Oct. 24, 1821, and was the daughter 
of William and Hannah Wightman. To Franklin I. Johnson 


and wife were born four children: George, who died in infancy; Charles, the subject of 
this sketch; Frank D. and Addie, the latter dying at the age of 


thirteen years. The father now resides at Fairbury, where he is enjoying his later years in 
the midst of comfort and plenty. 


The mother, who was a woman of many very excellent traits of character, and one who 
led a consistent Christian life as a member of the Baptist Church, died on the 21st of 
November, 1884. 


The subject of this history lived in his native State but a short time, his parents emigrating 
to Fulton County, Ill., when he was quite young. In 1861 they removed to Peoria, and 
there Charles M. attended the city schools and acquired a good education. Later he 
employed himself in his father's pottery, and continued to reside in Peoria until the family 
came to this county, when he accompanied them. 


Locating with his father on the 160-acre farm three miles south of Fairbury, he there 
lived, and labored early and late for the good of the household. Subsequently this farm 
was sold and 240 acres purchased. This was divided into equal parts, and our subject is 
now living upon one, and his brother Frank upon the other. Both farms are supplied with 
fine residences, and our subject is meeting with success in the prosecution of his chosen 
calling. 


On the 12th of February, 1878, was celebrated the marriage of Charles M. Johnson and 
Miss Dora Kenney. Mrs. J. was born on the 25th of October, 1851, in the State of Maine, 
and is the daughter of Edwin and Phidelia (Baker) Kenney, natives of the same State, and 
both now living. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson have no children. They are members in good 
standing of the Baptist Church at Fairbury, and Mr. J. has held the office of Treasurer in 
the Sunday-school for several years. He is highly respected in his community, and 
numbered among its reputable and worthy citizens. 


FRANCIS D. JOHNSON, of Indian Grove Township, is one of the most energetic of 
farmers of Livingston County. He has, without doubt, done as much, if not more, hard 
work than any other man of his age in the county, and being in the prime of manhood, has 
a bright future before him. Mr. Johnson is the son of Franklin I. and Mary A. (Wightman) 
Johnson, whose biographies may be found in another place in this work. 


The subject of our sketch was born in Hastings, N. Y., May 2, 1854. When two years of 
age his parents moved to Vermont, Fulton Co., II., where they lived until 1861, when 
they moved to Peoria, and there young Frank received his first schooling, working also in 
his father's stoneware pottery in that city. When the family came to this county and 
located on their 160-acre farm, south of Fairbury, our subject was of sufficient age to take 
a full-hand share in the work. He took hold with his father and brother, and together they 
worked early and late to improve the place and to replenish the paternal exchequer. 


During this time he improved what opportunities presented of attending the district 
school, and remained with his parents until after he had reached his majority, giving to 
their service his best energies. 


On Dec. 24, 1874, Mr. Johnson was married to Lucena M. Odell, who was born in the 
State of New York on the 26th of August, 1853, and is the daughter of James H. and 
Mary (Straight) Odell. 


To Mr. and Mrs. Johnson have been born five children, whose names are as follows: 
Birdie R., born Feb. 15, 1876, died in infancy Oct. 4, 1876; Carrie M., born Aug. 2, 1877; 
Addie M., born Aug. 2, 1879; Lottie M., born Aug. 2, 1882, and Vinnie L., born March 
17, 1884. 


In the year 1876 Mr. Johnson moved upon the farm on which he at present resides, 
consisting of 120 acres, and began the work of improvement, which he has carried 


forward so energetically and systematically that he now has one of the best conditioned 
farms in the county. The soil is of a fine quality, and the drainage is perfect, so that 
productiveness is much enhanced. 


During most of the time he has resided upon this farm Mr. Johnson has made a specialty 
of raising fine horses, meeting with excellent success. During the year 1886 he was so 
unfortunate as to lose seventy-three head of fine Chester-White hogs. Although it was 
quite a severe financial loss, his courage was not diminished in the least, but he 
immediately began, with renewed energy, to maintain his business up to the standard, and 
at the same time to regain what had been lost. 


Politically, Mr. Johnson is an advocate of the principles of the Democratic party, and has 
been called upon to discharge the duties of many of the various township offices. He is a 
member of the lodge of Knights of Pythias, in which he has held the various offices, and 
filled them with credit to himself and satisfaction to the fraternity of that lodge. 


SOLOMON E. KENT, farmer and stockraiser, on section 17, Belle Prairie Township, 
does not confine himself exclusively to either farming or stock-growing, but owns a large 
meat-market and slaughter-house in the town of Colfax, McLean County, where the stock 
product of his farm finds a ready market. 


Mr. Kent was born in Greene County, Pa., on the 19th of September, 1831, and came to 
Illinois in 1868, and located on the farm named above. He remained in Pennsylvania on 
his father's farm until he attained his majority, in the meantime availing himself of the 
advantages afforded by the common schools of that State. His parents were Thomas and 
Sarah (Ingersoll) Kent, natives of Pennsylvania. The father was a farmer by occupation, 
and in his business affairs was successful. For twenty years he was a Deacon in the 
Christian Church, and was a prominent member nearly all his life. He was born in 1801, 
and died in 1876, in LaSalle County, Ill. The mother was born in 1801, and was an active 
and faithful member of the Christian Church. She died in 1872, after having become the 
mother of nine children, seven of whom grew to manhood and womanhood : George 
married Miss Deba Eagon: Abraham; Mordecai married Susan Fry ; Susan married 
Harvey Fry; John married Elizabeth Fry : Thomas married Eliza Ingersoll: Elmer and 
Martha died in infancy. 


Mr. Kent was married to Miss Mary A. White, Nov. 23, 1853. She was born in Greene 
County, Pa., Oct. 8, 1836, and is the daughter of David and 


Leah (Strosenider) White, natives of Pennsylvania. The father was born in 1794, and is 
still living and in vigorous health, which is demonstrated by the 


fact that not many years ago, without any assistance whatever, he re-shingled his own 
house, which is one and one-half stories high. For sixty-five 


yearshe has been a minister in the Christian Church, and during that time has refused to 
receive any pay for his services in the pulpit. In his boyhood 


days he attended a college presided over by Alexander Campbell, a man of whom Henry 
Clay said, he was the profoundest theologian in the world. 


He has perhaps traveled more miles on horseback than any other man of his age now 
living. The mother, who was also a member of the Christian Church, was born in 1798, 
and died in Pennsylvania in 1866. 


To Mr. and Mrs. Kent have been born seven children, named as follows: David W. 
married Miss Emma Jones; Thomas J. married Annie Cassidy: 


M. L. married Miss Grace Taylor; George B., Larry S., Cora L. and Albert E. George, the 
fourth son of Mr. and Mrs. Kent, was educated at 


the schools of Fairview and Colfax, and for several years has been teaching in District 
No. 4, Lawndale Township. McLean County. 


Four other members of the family have taught .school, and one took a law course in 
Bloomington, Ill., and is now practicing his profession with success in Hutchinson, Reno 
Co., Kan. Mr. and Mrs. Kent have a family of children of whom they may well be proud. 
They are all naturally bright, and were very ambitious in availing themselves of the 
opportunities afforded by their parents for obtaining good educations. 


Taken all in all, it is one of the model families of Belle Prairie Township. Mr. and Mrs. 
Kent are both members of the Christian Church, in which the former has served for many 
years as Deacon. In his political affiliations Mr. Kent is in harmony with the Democratic 
party, at the hands of which he has held various township offices. 


PETER LAUBENHEIMER, who for many years was engaged in butchering and 
dealing in meat, but is now occupied in farming 


near Fairbury, was born in Dexheira, the Empire of Germany, on the 24th of February, 
1834. He is the son of Philip and Gertrude (Schtark) Laubenheimer, natives of the same 
Province. 


The father was born in 1803, and died in Wisconsin in 1878. Most of his life he was in 
the grocery business. The mother was born in 1805, and died in December, 1842. She 
only lived two months after going to Wisconsin. Their family consisted of seven 
children : Clara, the wife of Jacob Breifogle, lives in Wisconsin; Elizabeth married 
Antone Walderbach; of Philip no trace has been had for over thirty years; Peter, the 
subject of this sketch, was the fourth child ; Frederick, of whom all trace has been lost, 
was a Soldier in the Civil War; Gertrude, Mrs. G. H. Shape, lives in Milwaukee, Wis. 


On the 10th of December, 1872, Mr. Laubenheimer was married to Annie Billhartz, who 
was born in Baden in 1852, and came to this country with her parents when she was one 
year old. Mr. and Mrs. Laubenheimer have had five children, four of whom are living, 
namely—Annie, Harry P., Goldaand William P. Ilattie died at the age of five months. 


The parents of Mrs Laubenheimer were Henry and Annie (Zane) Billhartz, natives of 
Germany. The father was a harness-maker by trade, and came to America in 1854, 
landing at New York City, from whence he proceeded to Ottawa, LaSalle County, where 
he died in 1857. The mother died in April, 1W(;1. They were both devout members of the 
Catholic Church, and the parents of ten children, seven of whom lived to become men 


and women. They were named respectively, Henry, Otto, Mary, Benjamin, Annie, 
Louisa, Caroline and Amiel. 


Mr. Laubenheimer came to Illinois in the fall of 1862, and located in LaSalle, where he 
engaged in the butcher business for three years, and then came to Fairbury, March 31, 
1865, and entered into partnership with Louis Werling, continuing in the same business. 
This partnership existed for eighteen years, and during that time the firm never had a 
settlement, and dissolved with the best of feeling on the part of each member. 


After discontinuing this business Mr. Laubenheimer purchased 480 acres of land and a 
fine residence in the village of Fairbury. This laud is all under cultivation and is very 
productive and valuable. Mr. Laubenheimer's long business career in Fairbury established 
for himself an enviable reputation for integrity and uprightness, and he now enjoys the 
confidence of the citizens of that section of the county. He is a member in good standing 
of the Masonic fraternity, and of the Blue Lodge in Fairbury. Religiously, 


he belongs to the Lutheran Reformed Church; his wife for many years has been a 
Catholic. In politics Mr. Laubenheimer is a liberal Democrat, but does not take a very 
active part in public affairs. 


SQUIRE LINSCOTT, a native of the Buck-eye State, and scion of an excellent family, 
who, on the father's side were Vermonters, and on the mother's Virginians, being of an 
enterprising disposition, and desirous of seeing something of the farther West, removed 
from his native State, first to Indiana and then to Illinois, and is now one of the most 
prosperous and prominent citizens of Avoca Township. His early years had been spent in 
the agricultural districts, and he has shown himself peculiarly adapted to the 
employments of home life. 


He commenced poor in pocket and at the foot of the ladder, and is now the owner of 680 
acres on sections 18 and 19, which comprises one of the finest farms in Central Illinois, 
and yields in abundance the richest crops of the Prairie State. He is thoroughly acquainted 
with the difficulties and hardships of pioneer life, and knows all about the disadvantages 
which the early settlers were obliged to contend with. He possessed, however, in a 
marked degree a large share of the resolution and perseverance common to the men of 
those days, and entered upon the cultivation of the soil with all the determination with 
which he was so largely supplied, and the results of which he has reason to be proud. 


The main points in a career more than ordinarily interesting, are as follows: Our subject, 
a native of Greene County, Ohio, was born Feb. 12, 1821, and is the son of Benjamin and 
Polly (Jarrett) Linscott, whose ancestors emigrated from Wales to the United States in the 
Colonial days. His parents each removed from their native State early in life. They were 
married near Cincinnati, where the father engaged in shoemaking for a time, and 
afterward located upon a farm in Greene County. They spent the remainder of their lives 
in Ohio. The home circle included twelve children, of whom only the following now 
survive, namely: Jeremiah, of Greene County, Ohio; Mary, the wife of William Leath, of 
Emporia County, Kan., and Squire, of our sketch. 


Mr. Linscott passed his boyhood and youth in his native county, and early in life was 
made acquainted with its cares and responsibilities. His father possessed but a limited 
income, and our subject could only pass a few months each winter in school, and but a 
few winters enjoyed the privileges of study. At an early age he went out to work by the 
month, the proceeds of his labor giving to assist in the maintenance of the family. He 
began for himself when eighteen years of age, and, with the exception of three years of 
general merchandising in Attica, Ind., has spent his entire life upon a farm. 


Soon after reaching his majority he, in the spring of 1843, migrated to Fountain County, 
Ind., where he remained several years and became the head of a family. He was united in 
marriage with Miss Candace Hackston on the 28th of December, 1 843, and they settled 
down in a modest home in Attica, where they became the parents of one child, a 
daughter, whom they named Sarah C. The young wife only lived a few years after her 
marriage, her death taking place in Perryville, Vermillion County, Nov. 21, 1848. She 
was a native of Fountain County, Ind., and about twenty-four years of age at the time of 
her death. 


The present wife of our subject was formerly Miss Minerva E. Kingore, and they were 
married on the Ist of January, 1860. Mrs. L., like her husband, is a native of Ohio, and 
the daughter of John and Margaret Kingore, who are now dead. She was born June 24, 
1825, and by her union with our subject became the mother of one child, a daughter, 
Fannie E., who was born July 24, 1865, and is now at home. 


Mr. Linscott removed from Indiana to this county in 1859, and in the spring of 1861 
located on his present farm, where he has since resided. The low land of his farm has 
been underlaid with tile, and all his farm operations have been characterized by that 
sound sense and good judgment which cannot fail to result in success. 


He is a man who is never idle, and when not employed with his hands, his brain is active 
in revolving those projects which shall result in good to some one, either his family or his 
neighbors. He has served as School Director in his district, and politically, is a 
Republican of the first water. 


To the solicitations of his townsmen to become an office-holder of more prominence he 
has turned a deaf ear, believing that in the quiet seclusion of his home, and in aiding by 
his influence those projects set on foot for the welfare of his community, he could be of 
more real service. He has, however, for many years been a great admirer of the principles 
of the Masonic fraternity, with which he became identified at Fairbury, and has passed all 
the degrees of the Blue Lodge. Although not connected with a religious organization he 
believes there is good in all, and contributes to all. His estimable lady is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. In their declining years they are enjoying the fruit of a well- 
spent life, and doing good as they have opportunity. 


JOHN LOAR. "Like father like son" is an old saying, and it is a pretty trite one. The 
man who commences the struggle of life without anything but willing hands and a brave 
heart, and fights successfully through until the end, generally transmits to his children an 
indomitable will, and a courage which makes them successful in life. Such can be said of 


the subject of this sketch, who is a farmer and stock-grower on section 18, Belle Prairie 
Township. 


He was born in Greene County, Pa., on the 21st of April, 1826, and is the son of John and 
Hester (Stephens) Loar, natives of Maryland and Pennsylvania respectively. 


The father was born on the 28th of November, 1789, and died on the 5th of May, 1873, in 
Pennsylvania. He was all his life a farmer by occupation, commencing his career as such 
without a cent of capital, and long before his death he had accumulated a competency. He 
and his wife were members of the Protestant Methodist Church, and in early times the 
meetings of that denomination were held at their residence. 


The mother was born in June, 1794,and died in December, 1881, both dying on the same 
farm in Pennsylvania. They were the parents of fourteen children, eleven of whom they 
reared to man and womanhood : Sarah ; Jacob, who held the office of Justice of the Peace 
fifteen years; George, who is a minister; Appollos, a physician and Christian minister in 
Richmond, Ind.; Adam died in childhood; Martha ; John ; Henry died at the age of eight 
years; Dr. James Loar, of Bloomington, Ill.; Nancy died at the age of four years; Levi, 
Hester J., Lauy A. and Elizabeth. 


John Loar was married to Miss Maria White on the 22d of April, 1847. the Rev. 
Foredyce, of the Protestant Methodist Church, officiating. She was born on the 24th of 
April, 1826, and is the daughter of Rev. David and Leah (Straschneider) White, who were 
natives of Pennsylvania. The father was born in 1795, and is still living, a hale and hearty 
old man of ninety-two years. On the day after his ninetieth birthday he delivered a very 
fine discourse in the same school-house where he studied eighty years before, this house 
standing on the same farm where he was born and reared. He displays considerable 
agility, and can run and jump with nearly as much ease as he could sixty years ago. He 
indulges considerably in horseback riding, and in 1856 he rode from his home in 
Pennsylvania to Missouri in the month of December. He has been preaching since 1820. 
The mother was born in 1801, and died in April, 1865. She was also a member of the 
Christian Church, and her husband is credited with being the oldest living minister of that 
denomination. They were the parents of eight children—Elizabeth, Israel, Sarah, Mariah, 
Eliza J., Reason, Mary A., and Christina, deceased. 


Mr. and Mrs. Loar have had ten children: Thomas J., now teaching school in Kansas; 
Martha J., David W., Elizabeth S. ; George, druggist and Postmaster in Cropsey, McLean 
Co., 111.; Emma F., a school teacher; James L., a lawyer, and graduate of Ann Arbor, 
Mich. ; Fafayette died at the age of fifteen months in the year 1868; Ida B. and Artie M. 


Mr. Loar came to Illinois in 1868 and located on a farm of 1 60 acres on section 18, on 
which he has continuously resided since. In the management of his farm and the raising 
of graded stock, lie displays unusual enterprise, and encourages all organizations that are 
intended to further the interests of the agriculturists and stock-raisers. He is a stockholder 
in the Livingston County Fair Association, and also in the Belle Prairie Farmers' Mutual 
Insurance Company, chartered Jan. 14, 1874, for a term of twenty years. As a sample of 
the productiveness of his farm it may be stated that in 1871 he cut twenty-four tons of 
hay on ten acres of land, and sold $600 worth of apples that were raised on the same ten 


acres, and in 1881 the product of the orchard was $550 worth of apples. There are 600 
rods of tile drain on the farm. 


The family of Mr. Loar are members of the Christian Church, in which he has held the 
office of Elder for many years. He is a stanch Democrat, and upon all proper occasions 
gives evidence of the political faith that is in him. 


HUGH D. MACK. This gentleman, who located in Avoca Township eleven years ago, 
purchased a quarter of section 30, where he has since been engaged in farming and stock- 
raising, and is accounted one of its most enterprising citizens. He has been a resident of 
the Prairie State for a period of thirty-four years, having located in McLean County, near 
Bloomington, in 1853, whence he removed to this county in 1876, taking possession of 
his present farm. 


Mr. Mack is a native of the Buckeye State, and was born in Harrison County, June 7, 
1827. His parents, Samuel and Margaret (Carnes) Mack, were natives of Ireland, who 
emigrated to the United States early in life. Their household included eleven children, of 
whom the following are living: Isabella, Hugh D., John, David, Ellen, Lizzie, William, 
George and Robert. Some of these are located in Kansas, others in Ohio, where the 
parents are now living. 


Our subject remained a member of his father's household until considerably past his 
majority, and after passing his thirty-fifth year, was united in marriage, on the 10th of 
May, 1863, to Miss Sarah A. Fosset. a native of his own State, who came to Illinois in 
1853. They have three children—Edith, Robert and Edna. The youngest is now six years 
of age. 


Mr. Mack, struggling through the disadvantages of a limited education, has by his own 
efforts acquired sufficient knowledge of business matters to invest his money in a 
judicious manner, and has attained to a good position, both socially and financially. He 
and his estimable lady are members in good standing of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and are valued in the community. His land has been brought to a good state of cultivation, 
and the farm buildings, neat and substantial, are kept in good order, while everything 
about the place wears the air of comfort and plenty. 


H.H. McDOWELL, who is one of the leading members of the bar of Pontiac and Master 
in Chancery for Livingston County, is a native of Montgomery County, Ind., and was 
born on the 6th of March, 1840. He is the son of John and Elizabeth (Price) McDowell, 
respectively natives of Kentucky and Ohio; his father being a farmer by occupation. The 
latter died in Indiana, and after his death the mother, with her family, moved to Illinois in 
1850 and settled in Livingston County. Of a family of nine children there are now only 
four living: Isaac P., President of the First National Bank of Fairbury, Livingston County; 
Oliver P., of Fairbury, now retired; Mary E., now Mrs. Ladd, of Pontiac, and H. H. 


The subject of this sketch divided his time between working on a farm and attending 
school until he was seventeen years of age, when he returned to Indiana and entered the 
Thorntown Seminary, located in Boone County, about thirty-five miles north of 
Indianapolis, and remained there about three years. 


In May, 1861, almost at the beginning of hostilities between the North and the South, Mr. 
McDowell enlisted in Company B, 17th Indiana Infantry, and remained in that regiment 
for nearly one year, when he returned home and assisted in organizing the 129th Illinois 
Infantry, of which regiment he was made Sergeant Major, and subsequently was 
commissioned a Lieutenant of Company E. He participated in all the battles in which this 
regiment was engaged, and with a few picked men he captured the noted guerrilla chief, 
Capt. Burton, near Gallatin, Tenn. On account of his peculiar fitness for the position, he 
was detailed as an aid-de-camp to Brig. Gen. Harrison—who has since represented 
Indiana in the United States Senate—from Atlanta to Washington, and was mustered out 
in June, 1865. 


After his return from the war Mr. McDowell engaged in mercantile business at Fairbury, 
making hardware a specialty. At this time he began to read law, and after three years of 
study was admitted to the bar in 1872; then he located in Pontiac, where he has since 
resided, and devoted his time to the practice of his profession. Mr. McDowell has been a 
member of the Board of Education for ten years, and by appointment of President Hayes 
was the Superintendent of the census of thirteen counties in 1880. He is the attorney for 
the First National Bank of Fairbury, and in his practice is generally on one side or the 
other of all the important causes tried in the Livingston County Courts. 


Mr. McDowell was married on the Ist of January, 1866, to Miss Emma C. Thayer, a 
native of New York, and daughter of Dr. Gilbert Thayer, President of the Morgan Park 
Female College, of Cook County, Ill. They have an interesting family of four children— 
Julia M., Louis Donald, William Thayer and Isaac Price. 


Mr. McDowell is a Republican, and during the campaign preaches the doctrines of that 
party upon all proper occasions. He is an enthusiastic comrade of the G. A. R. He and his 
wife are both members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and take a lively interest in 
the affairs of that body. From the success he has attained in the past the prophecy of a 
brilliant career in the future of Mr. McDowell is amply justified. 


ISAAC P. McDOWELL, President of the First National Bank of Fairbury, and one of 
the leading men of Livingston County, was born on the 17th of August, 1824, in Scioto 
County, Ohio, and is the son of John and Elizabeth (Price) McDowell, the former a native 
of Woodford County. Ky.. and the latter of Chillicothe, Ohio. 


The father was born on the Ist of January, 1792, and died on the 16th of January, 1843, in 
the State of Indiana, he having moved to Montgomery-County in that State in 1828. He 
was a farmer by occupation, and for many years filled the office of Justice of the Peace, 
and other township offices. He and his wife were members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in which he was a Steward, and his dwelling was a place of worship for some 
years before church buildings had been established in that section of county. 


The mother was born on the 30th of October, 1798, and died on the 10th of October. 
1880, in Fairbury, Ill. There were nine children: Jackson died at the age of twenty-two; 
Sarah A.. Isaac P., Oliver P., Nelson S., Mary E., James M., John V. and William H. H. 


The latter was born in March, 1840, during the Harrison campaign, which accounts 
doubtless for his name. 


Isaac P. McDowell was married, June 10. 1855, to Miss Jane Russell, born in Pickaway 
County, Ohio, in 1834. She is the daughter of William and Elizabeth (McArthur) 
Russell. Her father came from Virginia in early times, and settled in Ohio, where the 
capital of the State, Columbus, now stands. Mr. McDowell came to Illinois in 1850, and 
located four miles north of Fairbury, where he remained three years and then went to 
Pontiac, in which place he built the first business house of any consequence, which was 
occupied by the firm of Ladd, McDowell & McGregor, which they filled with goods to 
the amount of $20,000. 


Theirs were the first goods shipped on the Chicago & Alton Railroad to Pontiac, after it 
was finished through in June, 1854. Mr. McDowell remained in the firm two years, when 
he disposed of his interest and returned to his farm, where he remained until the spring of 
1864, when he came to Fairbury and joined his brother. Nelson S. McDowell, in the dry- 
goods business, continuing in this business for four years, and in the spring of 1872 
established the First National Bank of Fairbury with a capital of $50,000, of which bank 
he has continuously held the Presidency. 


Mr. and Mrs. McDowell have had six children, five of whom are living: Lillian died in 
infancy; Thomas S. O., Elmer E., John V., Eva and Lura. Thomas S. O. McDowell was 
elected Cashier of the First National Bank when in his nineteenth year, being the 
youngest National Bank Cashier in the United States: he has occupied that position ten 
years. Elmer E. was Assistant Cashier of this bank for three years, and on the Ist of May, 
1886, became a Director and Cashier of the First National Bank at Fairbury, Neb., the 
county seat of Jefferson County, in which bank the McDowell family have an interest, his 
brother, John V., taking his place in the Illinois bank. 


Thomas S, O. married in 1882, Miss Rose Cook, born in Richmond, Ind., in 1862, and 
has one child. Rose Lenore, now twenty months old. Thomas S. O. has been City 
Treasurer for a number of years, also one of the Aldermen for several years, and is now 
City Clerk. Mrs. McDowell is the daughter of an old-time resident and representative 
family of Richmond, Ind., and a woman of refinement and education. 


Isaac P. McDowell and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of 
which he has been a Steward for many years. At the age of sixteen he engaged in 
teaching, and continued for thirteen years, his brothers and sisters all going to school to 
him. He is an ardent Republican, and in 1867-68 purchased the Fairbury Journal to keep 
it from falling into the hands of the Democrats, and when the right man came along he 
sold it, to be published as a Republican paper in the future. 


JOHN W. McDOWELL, tile manufacturer, farmer and stock-raiser, and a prominent 
resident of Avoca Township, is a native of Livingston County, and was born on the 25th 
of December, 1849. He is the son of James and Frances McDowell. The father was a 
native of Ohio, and the mother of Indiana. His paternal ancestors are of Scotch descent. 
Before settling in Illinois his parents were residents of Indiana, from which State they 
migrated to Livingston County about 1832, and settled on section 11, Avoca Township. 


The grandfather of our subject, William Mc-Dowell, there entered a tract of land from the 
Government at a very early day, and the parents of our subject were among the very first 
settlers of Avoca Township. The father died in June, 1 880, and during his residence in 
Avoca served as Supervisor and Treasurer of the township for a number of years. He was 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and an active advocate of every movement 
and enterprise to benefit society. He was a Republican in politics, and always gave his 
party warm and cordial support. In his death the county lost one of her best citizens and 
most public-spirited and enterprising men. He was the father of a large family of children, 
of whom five survive, namely : Jason L., of Chase County, Kau. ; John W., our subject; 
Sarah I., the wife of H. J. Ramsay, of Fairbury, 111. ; Grant Y., also of Fairbury’, and 
Lillie E. The mother of the subject of this sketch resides in Fairbury, and is now past 
three-score years of age. 


In presenting the portrait of Mr. McDowell, which is done in this connection, we give 
that of one of the most active and highly respected men known in the early history of 
Livingston County. A man whose character was above reproach, and whose hand was 
ever ready to help the needy, it is nothing strange that his memory is to-day held in 
veneration by the older residents of the county. John W. McDowell, the subject of this 
sketch, was reared to manhood in Livingston County, where he obtained a good 
education in the common schools, and afterward was graduated from the commercial 
department of the Onarga Business College, located in Iroquois County, Ill. He was 
married, on the 13th of February, 1877, to Miss Chloe M. Fugate, of Livingston County, 
and to them was born one child, Gertie M., in 1879. This wife died in 1880, and Mr. 
McDowell was again married, this time to Luella A. Tanner, daughter of the late William 
Tanner, of Livingston County. One child has been born to them. 


Mr. McDowell is the owner of a good farm of 525 acres, all of which is under an 
excellent state of cultivation. He established his present tile factor in 1883, and it is fitted 
up with the newest and most modem machinery used in that business. He employs on an 
average for the year round, eight men. The good quality of the tile he manufactures has 
created such a demand for it in Livingston County that the entire product is used at home. 
Both in his farming and tile business he has been successful. In addition to his other 
business enterprises, he, in company with his brother, Grant Y., has engaged in the 
importation of English Shire horses. During the autumn of 1887 they brought over 
thirteen head of these splendid animals. 


Mr. McDowell is known as one of the leading Republicans of Avoca Township, and his 
party, friends and the people generally have kept him in office for several years. For four 
years he served as Clerk of the township, and as Road Commissioner, in which position 
lie is serving his ninth year, and is now serving his second year as Township Treasurer. 
He is classed among the most influential and highly esteemed citizens of Livingston 
County. Mr. and Mrs. McDowell are both members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
iu which they take an active interest and occupy a conspicuous position. We give a view 
of their homestead in this volume, as one of the representative places in the county. 


MRS. FRANCES McDOWELL, Fairbury. This lady is the widow of the late James 
McDowell, a well-known business man of Livingston County who was the possessor of a 
fine property, which he accumulated partially in mercantile pursuits, and for many years 
was occupied as an extensive farmer and stock-raiser. The valuable estate left to his 
family embraces 1,700 acres of land, embellished with fine buildings, besides the 
residence which Mrs. McDowell occupies in the village of Fairbury. 


Mr. McDowell was a native of Wayne County, Ind., and was born Jan. 28, 1824. He was 
reared to farm life, and pursued his early studies in the district schools. He came to 
Illinois with his father's family in 1832, and his home for several years afterward was in 
Avoca Township, this county. 


His marriage to Miss Frances Wilson took place Dec. 11. 1845. Mr. and Mrs. McDowell 
lived in Avoca Township) until June, 1873, during which time he held the position of 
Postmaster nine years. After locating in Fairbury he officiated as School Treasurer many 
years, and represented Indian Grove Township on the County Board of Supervisors. 


He had identified himself with the Methodist Episcopal Church during his early 
manhood, and was prominent in its councils for thirty-five years. He officiated as 
Steward most of this time, and contributed largely to the maintenance and advancement 
of the society. Politically, he was strongly Republican. In his family he was kind, 
generous and indulgent, and in the community no man was held in higher esteem. 


The death of Mr. McDowell occurred under very painful circumstances. In December, 
1879, he was greatly injured by a runaway team, and suffered a fracture of one of his 
limbs, which resulted in his death five weeks later, Jan. 12, 1880. The bereaved family 
included his widow and five children. 


Of the latter the eldest son, Jason L., married Miss Florence Wilson, and is a resident of 
Kansas; John W. married Miss Luella Tanner; Sarah J. is the wife of Hiel Ramsey ; Grant 
Yates and Lillie E. are unmarried and at home with their mother. 


Mrs. McDowell's parents, John and Mary (Williams) Wilson, were natives of North 
Carolina, the father of English and the mother of German ancestry. John Wilson followed 
farming all his life, and died in Carroll County, Ind., in 1843, aged fifty-two years. The 
mother had died in 1829, leaving seven children, namely, Isaac, Sarah, Rachel, Thomas, 
Jacob, Frances and William. After the death of Mr. McDowell, his son assisted in the 
adjustment of the estate and the carrying on of the farm; this included a tile manufactory, 
from which each year is derived a fine revenue. The land is mostly devoted to pasture, 
and the raising of grain and hay for the consumption of the fine stock which is raised 
upon it. This includes English and Norman horses, which are held for sale at Avoca. 


Grant McDowell has inherited largely the business capacities of his father, and will keep 
up the reputation of the estate in the same admirable manner as he who projected and 
established it. He is a strong Republican politically, and bids fair to become prominent in 
the local affairs of his township. 


OLIVER P. McDOWELL, in the towns and villages of Illinois are many venerable men 
who desire to pass the remaining days of their lives where there is more bustle and 
activity than on a farm. These are men who have devoted many long years to opening and 


improving the country, and having attained the ends they sought in the occupation of 
farming, prefer to engage in other business where returns are quicker if not surer. They 
are the sterling men of the villages and towns, and their counsel and advice are often 
sought and always valuable. 


The subject of this sketch is both a retired farmer and business man, and resides in 
Fairbury. He was born in Scioto County, Ohio, on the 7th of February, 1827, and is the 
son of John and Elizabeth (Price) McDowell, with whom he remained on the farm doing 
his share of the work and attending the common schools until he reached his majority. 


In 1850 he came to Illinois and located in Avoca Township, Livingston County, on the 
Vermilion River, where he purchased lands in the spring of 1850, which he occupied in 
the fall of the same year. 


On the 2d of June, 1858, Mr. McDowell was married to Miss Emily Myers, who was 
born on the 25th of March, 1832, in the State of Maryland. She is the daughter of Eli and 
Catherine (Umphenour) Myers, natives of Maryland and Pennsylvania respectively. The 
father was a farmer by occupation, and came to Illinois in 1850, and was a Deacon of the 
Baptist Church for many years. He was born in 1796, and died in 1869 near Chenoa. The 
mother was also a member of the Baptist Church, and lived a true Christian life. She was 
born in 1809 and died in Illinois in 1875. They were the parents of eight children, of 
whom Mrs. McDowell was the oldest, and the others were : William A. married Eliza St. 
John; Joseph E. married Ruth St. John ; Matilda married James McDowell, who was 
killed at Vicksburg, June 15, 1863, while a member of the 3d Illinois Cavalry, in which 
he enlisted in 1862; he left a wife, and one child, named Lillian, since deceased. 
Benjamin F. married Miss Sophia Macy; Samuel D. married Miss Ada St. John ; Charles 
F. married Miss Lizzie Waggoner, and Nelson J. married Miss McElhany. 


Mr. and Mrs. McDowell have had seven children—Osmer M., Laura C, Emma, Joseph E. 
L., Addie E., Charles P. and Luella. 


In 1865 Mr. McDowell relinquished his occupation as a farmer and moved to Fairbury, 
where he engaged in wagon-making, in which business he remained one year and then 
engaged in the hardware business, which he conducted successfully for twenty years. In 
1887 he disposed of this business and retired from active life. He owns some farm land in 
Livingston County, and has recently made some land purchases in Sherman County Kan. 


Mr. McDowell is an active member of the Baptist Church, in the affairs of which she 
takes much interest. Mr. McDowell is a stanch Republican, and continues, as he has in 
the past, to give the men and measures of that party his hearty support. They have 
accumulated sufficient of means and property to make them comfortable during the 
remaining days of their lives. 


THOMAS G. McDOWELL, one of the oldest and most highly esteemed citizens of 
Livingston County, is the subject of this sketch, and is now a citizen of the town of 
Fairbury. He was born on the Ist of February, 1806, in Scioto County, Ohio, and was 
reared on his father's farm, obtaining his education in log school-houses, the only kind of 
educational edifices the country afforded in those days. His parents were James and Sarah 
(Gorrel) McDowell. James was a native of Scotland, and came to America with his 


parents when a child. The father was a farmer by occupation, and his parents located in 
Pennsylvania, where James was married to Sarah Gorrel in the year 1789, after five or six 
years' service in the Revolutionary War. 


About 1795 the father went to Kentucky with the veritable Simon Kenton, which was the 
first visit that famous frontiersman made to Kentucky. He and Kenton pre-empted a large 
tract of land, which was called Mason, and afterward Woodford County. The father 
moved from Kentucky to Ohio in 1804, and located in Scioto County, where he entered 
land and cleared a large farm, and remained until his death. The father was born in 1742 
and died in 1809. They had a family of nine children, the subject of this sketch being the 
youngest and now the only survivor. 


The names of the children were as follows: Mary married Thomas Phillips; William 
married Sarah Dever; Betsey was unmarried; John married Elizabeth Price; James 
married Sophia Hall; Woodford G. married Catherine Bennett; Martha married Henry 
Crull; Hiram married Elizabeth Sawders. 


Thomas McDowell was married, on the Ist of January, 1835, to Elizabeth C. Keeney, 
who was born in Virginia in 1807, and is the daughter of Moses and Frances (Harris) 
Keeney, both natives of Virginia, and life-long members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. At the age of eighteen years Mr. McDowell concluded to depend upon his own 
resources for a living, and he made a visit to the Kanawha Salt Works in West Virginia, 
where he secured employment at making salt and worked from 1824 to 1836 at that 
place. 


On the Ist of October, 1836, he loaded all his worldly goods into a three-horse wagon, 
and with his wife started for the West. They stopped in Montgomery County, Ind., where 
he had purchased laud some years previous to that time, and moved into a hewed log 
house 16x18 feet in dimensions, which he had erected the winter before. His land proved 
to be of excellent quality and very productive, and he remained on this farm of 120 acres 
until 1848, and then sold out and started farther west. 


Arriving in Livingston County he purchased 120 acres of school and State lands, on 
which he built a house and then began farming. This farm was one mile from timber, and 
was thought to be almost out of the world. In 1867 he sold his lands and moved into 
Fairbury, where he has since resided, living in one of the pleasant residences of the town, 
which he has surrounded with many comforts. 


Mr. McDowell's family consists of seven children: Ann Eliza, living with her parents; 
Franklin C. married Laura Morgan; Moses K. married Miss Morgan; Sarah F. married M. 
J. Zook; Mary B. married William Morgan; Martha E. married Thomas Brownlee, and 
Carrie E. married James H Handy. 


Since 1836 Mr. McDowell and his family have been members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and during that long period he and his wife have been regular in their attendance 
and sincere in their profession. Mr. McDowell has always been a straight out Republican, 
and his devotion and loyalty to the party have never diminished the least since the day he 
joined it in 1856. 


HUGH McKEE, retired farmer and resident of Fairbury, came to Illinois thirty-five 
years ago, locating first in Putnam County, where he spent one year, and then coming to 
this county, entered 200 acres of land from the Government, and which is still in his 
possession. 


Although carrying on general agriculture, he has distinguished himself as a successful 
breeder of Short-horn cattle and Poland-China hogs, and has exhibited some of the finest 
animals ever raised in this county. He has been prominent in local affairs, serving as 
School Trustee thirteen years, Road Commissioner two terms, and in 1855 was elected 
Justice of the Peace, receiving his commission from Gov. Matteson. While holding this 
position he officiated at the marriage of four couples, one of these being John Darnell, 
son of a Baptist minister. 


Politically, be is a straight Democrat, and has been identified with the Baptist Church 
over thirty years, and officiated as Deacon and Trustee. It will thus be seen that Mr. 
McKee has been no unimportant factor in the affairs of Indian Grove Township. 


Our subject is a native of Westmoreland County, Pa., and was born March 8, 1823. He is 
of Irish parentage and the son of Henry McKee. The father followed farming pursuits, 
and is still living in Pennsylvania. He was born in 1792, and is consequently nearly 
ninety-five years of age. The parental household included nine children, namely: Mary 
A., William; Hugh, our subject; Diana, Louisa, Sarah, Finley, Henry and Margaret. Sarah 
and Margaret are still unmarried and living with their father. The paternal grandparents of 
our subject came from the North of Ireland in time for grandfather John McKee to serve 
as a soldier in the Revolutionary War, and during the later trouble in 1812. Subsequently 
he settled in Pennsylvania, where he spent his last days. The maternal grandfather, Isaac 
Linn, served as a Captain in the War of 1812 under the immediate command of Gen. 
Harrison. 


Mr. McKee spent his boyhood and youth in his native State, and after reaching his 
twenty-third year was united in marriage with Miss Jemima Linn, on the 26th of March, 
1816. Mrs. McKee was born in Fayette County, Pa., June 11, 1823 and by her union with 
our subject became the mother of seven children. Their eldest born died in infancy; 
William H. grew to man's estate, and was killed by the fall of a tree when twenty-five 
years of age: Andrew L. married Miss Flora Crouch, and is a farmer: Henrietta K. M.. the 
wife of William J. Fowler, is living in Nebraska; James A. died soon after his birth; 
Antoinette died at the age of one year and two days; Olive V. K., the youngest, is 
unmarried and remains with her parents. 


Mrs. McKee is the daughter of Andrew and Rachel (Fry) Linn, natives of Pennsylvania, 
where they followed farming and spent their entire lives. 


Andrew Linn was born in 1797, and departed this life in 1881, being eighty-four years of 
age. The mother was born in June, 1803, and died in 1883, at the age of eighty years. 
They were the parents of eight children, of whom Mrs. McKee was the eldest. James T. 
was married, and died during his service in the army as a member of the 85th 
Pennsylvania Infantry; Isaac C. ; John W. also served in the Union army four years; 
Martha: Caleb F. lost his life in the army; Mary S. : Courtland S., and Isaac, the youngest, 
who died when eleven months old. The maternal grandfather of Mrs. McKee was a 


minister of the Baptist Church, in which he labored faithfully for a period of forty years, 
during this time occupying one pulpit. 


EDWIN G. MITCHELL. The time was when a farmer was simply a man who devoted 
his time to putting the seed in the ground, and harvesting the crops that grew there from 
when ready for garnering; but during the past few years the Illinois farmer has discovered 
that there are accessories to farming that pay a profit which fully justifies him in 
including in his calling that of breeding live stock. Some stock-raisers devote their 
attention to raising cattle simply for the food markets, while others with higher ambitions, 
strive to improve the strains of certain breeds of horses and cattle. 


The subject of this sketch has a partiality for raising fine Belgian horses and has been 
quite successful, one stallion of that breed in his stables pulling the beam at 1,500 
pounds, and is one of the finest specimens of horses in all Livingston County. 


In horse culture Mr. Mitchell combines great ambition with much sagacity. His farm is 
located on section 6, Belle Prairie Township. 


Mr. Mitchell was born in Calhoun County, Mich., on the 22d of January, 1840, and is the 
son of George W. and Clara M. (Brainard) Mitchell, both of whom are natives of the 
State of Connecticut. 


The father was a farmer by occupation, in which he met with much success. During the 
early days he was a Captain in the State Militia, in which position he served for many 
years. He emigrated to Michigan soon after his marriage in 1837, and died in 1849. The 
mother, who was born in 1818, is still living. To them were born four children—Melissa 
A., Edwin G., Myba M., and Clara M., now deceased. 


Our subject remained at home with his parents until he was eighteen years of age, 
devoting his time to learning the rudiments of farm work, and obtaining a common- 
school education. In 1858 he moved to Marshall County, Kan. where he remained two 
years and thence went to Burlington, Iowa, where he remained for three years, when he 
came to Illinois, in which State he has since resided. 


In 1874 Mr. Mitchell was married to Miss Frances Travis, daughter of Martin M. and 
Eliza (Thompson) Travis, both natives of Tennessee. She was born on the 13th of June, 
1854, and is the mother of three children—Zelpah, Martin E. and Clayton. Mr. Mitchell 
owns a farm of sixty-five acres, which is thoroughly tile drained and highly cultivated. 
He lives in a model residence, which is a credit to him. 


Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell are members in good standing of the Christian Church, and take 
unusual interest in church affairs. He is an enthusiastic member of the Republican party, 
to which he gives willing and ready allegiance, on all occasions defending its principles, 
and votes for its nominees. 


At the present time he is School Director, and takes great interest in all matters pertaining 
to the schools of his township, and to education in general. 


ELHANAN MORRIS, a wealthy and influential farmer of Belle Prairie Township, is 
finely located on section 3, where he has eighty acres of valuable land, upon which he has 
effected some of the finest improvements in the county. The residence is a model of 
beauty and convenience, and is flanked by a neat and substantial barn, with all other 
necessary out-buildings. The fields are mainly devoted to grain and pasture, and the land 
has been thoroughly drained with about 800 rods of tile. Everything is kept "shipshape," 
and Mr. Morris is held in the highest respect, both as a skillful farmer and desirable 
member of the Community. 


He has never been afraid of industrious and has honestly earned every dollar of his 
possessions. Of late years he has partially retired from active labor and is wisely spending 
his declining days in the ease and comfort to which he is justly entitled. 


Like many of the early settlers of Illinois, Mr. Morris is a native of Pennsylvania, and 
was born in Greene County, Nov. 1, 1824. His parents, Abner and Rachel (Bowers) 
Morris, were born and reared in the same county. They spent their entire lives in the 
Keystone State, where Abner Morris became a man of "wealth and prominence, and 
where his death took place in the spring of 1869, when he was sixty-nine years of age. 
The mother had passed away many years previous to the death of her husband. Both were 
devoted members of the Baptist Church and numbered among its most liberal and 
cheerful supporters. Their family included three sons and five daughters, of whom 
Elhanan, our subject, was the eldest. The others were named respectively, Ira, Margaret, 
Rachel, Mary, Joseph, Rebecca and Caroline. Of these Mary is deceased, and the others 
reside in Nebraska, Iowa, Ohio and Pennsylvania. 


Our subject remained under the home roof until after reaching his twenty-fourth year, and 
was then married in his native county to Miss Elizabeth Patton, in December, 1848. The 
year following they came to Illinois, locating first in Bureau County, where Mr. Morris 
worked splitting rails, at $11 per month. He shortly, however, embarked in the same 
business on his own hook, continuing in Bureau County until the fall of the year, when he 
removed to Woodford and farmed upon rented land for ten years. 


He saved what he could of his income, and in 1860 came to Livingston County and 
purchased eighty acres of wild land, which he in due time transformed into his present 
beautiful and valuable farm. It is in all respects a forcible illustration of what may be 
accomplished by industry and perseverance, and the people around him who have known 
him long and well, all agree that he has no more than he deserves. 


Mrs. Morris, like her husband, is a native of Pennsylvania and was born Oct. 16th, 1830. 
Her parents were Samuel and Jane (Haynes) Patton, also natives of the Keystone State, 
whence they removed to Illinois in 1851. The mother departed this life some years ago in 
Woodford County; the father is living and resides there upon the old homestead. 


Our subject is a valued member of the New-School Baptist Church, and politically is a 
Jacksonian Democrat. 


MICHAEL MORRIS, located on section 28, in Forest Township, was born in Niagara 
County, N. Y., Dec. 22, 1843. He came to the West when a young man eighteen years of 
age, locating at once in Belle Prairie Township on the extreme southern line of this 


county. He was here engaged as a farm laborer a year, and the late Civil War being then 
in progress he finally decided to enter the service, and enlisted Sept. 7, 1802, in Company 
E, 129th Illinois Infantry. 


Mr. Morris was mustered into service as a Union soldier at Fairbury, and marched with 
his comrades to the scene of conflict, thereafter engaging in many of the important battles 
of the war, namely, Resaca, Dallas, Peachtree Creek, and other points in the South and 
Southeast. At Atlanta he joined the army of Gen. Sherman and was one of those who 
participated in the famous march to the sea. He afterward went up through the Carolinas, 
being at Raleigh when the surrender of Gen. Lee took place at Appomattox. From there 
the regiment marched to Richmond and thence to Washington, where Mr. Morris was 
given an honorable discharge, and soon afterward set his face westward, returning to his 
old haunts in Belle Prairie, and engaging in farming as before for a period of five years. 


He purchased land on section 32 and has now 160 acres under a high state of cultivation. 
This he utilizes mostly in the breeding of fine stock, including blooded Durham cattle, 
Norman horses and Poland-China swine. He has effected fine improvements, the 
beautiful homestead being the admiration of the country around. 


Our subject has an interesting family, including a wife and four children. The former was 
in her girlhood Miss Nancy Jane Bradshaw, who was born in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, 
Oct. >-2, 1.S4S. Her parents were natives of Pennsylvania and Ohio respectively, and are 
now living in Fairbury, Ill. Of this union there were born four children, all living, namely: 
Thomas Sherman. Mary Alice, Flora May and Edward Carl; they are all at home with 
their parents. Mr. Morris bears the reputation of a liberal and public-spirited citizen, and 
uniformly casts his Vote with the Republican party. He is one of the leading men of his 
community, and for the last three years has officiated as School Director. 


Mr. Morris is a member of the G. A. R., Post No. 75, Fairbury, III. 


ALBERT J. MORRISON is one of the young men engaged in agricultural pursuits, who 
can claim Livingston County as the place of his birth, and who has been a witness of the 
wonderful improvements which have been made and developments that have taken place 
during the r past thirty years. He comes upon the stage of action at a time in the history of 
the county when the work of opening and bringing it to a state of cultivation has all been 
performed, and the benefits of the work of the pioneers are to be gained. He is truly one 
of the representative farmers of Avoca Township, and is pleasantly situated on section 9. 


Mr. Morrison was born in Livingston County on the 6th of August, 1854, and is the son 
of Joseph C. and Naomi Morrison, the latter of whom is deceased. 


His father is a native of the State of New York, and his mother was born in Ohio. Joseph 
C. Morrison, the father, is the gentleman who has gained such a large reputation as an 
importer and dealer in Norman horses at Pontiac, 111. His importations of fine horses 
average about thirty animals every trip he makes to Europe, and his visits are made 
several times a year. He hails from the State of New York, and came to Illinois about the 
year 1840, settling in Avoca Township when the prairie was yet unbroken and no signs of 
cultivation were visible. 


He is one of the early pioneers to whose energy and enterprise can be credited the work 
of developing the county. He had practically no means when he arrived here, and his 
splendid stock farm, elegant residence and commodious farm buildings, are evidences of 
his industry, good management, and close attention to business all through an active life. 


Besides being one of the heaviest farmers and largest dealers in expensive stock, he is a 
leading citizen in all the affairs of the town and county. In political matters he acts with 
the Republican party, and his influence is a power in that section of the county. Mr. 
Morrison is the father of nine children, eight of whom are living, as follows: Jasper N., 
Lotta, Samuel L., Addie; Della, the wife of N. T. Green, of Pontiac Township; Alta I.; 
John W. and Albert J., the latter the subject of this sketch. 


Albert J. Morrison has been a citizen of Livingston County all his life, and during his 
boyhood days was afforded all the advantages for obtaining a good education, of which 
he availed himself. On the 27th of November, 1879, our subject was married to Violetta 
Augustine, daughter of John Augustine, of Owego Township, of whom a sketch appears 
in this Album. Mr. and Mrs. Morrison have three children: Roy A., born Jan. 14, 1881 ; 
Stanley A., Nov. 4. 1882, and Ferne I., Aug. 12, 1887. 


The farm of Mr. Morrison consists of 120 acres of as good land as can be found in 
Livingston County, and it is all well drained and fenced. The residence he and his family 
occupy is one of the snuggest and best appointed in the township. Like his father, Mr. 
Morrison is an enthusiastic Republican, and he and his wife are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church; he is one of the Trustees of the church at McDowell. 


At the time this sketch is written, Mr. and Mrs. Morrison are virtually in the first stages of 
their life's work, but their beginning is under the most favorable auspices, and the future 
undoubtedly has in store for them great and grand successes. Their little family is one of 
which they may well be proud. They take an active interest in all matters for the weal and 
welfare of the society in which they move, and to all good works they are liberal 
contributors, both of time and money. 


JASPER N. MORRISON. About the most independent men in this county, whose 
vocation is closely allied to agricultural pursuits, are those who devote their time to the 
propagation of line blooded stock. These are generally men of large natural intelligence, 
and quite frequently of splendid education. There is something about the graded-stock 
business which seems to require comprehensive minds which can appreciate, analyze and 
utilize certain laws of nature, and apply them intelligently in mingling strains of blood in 
animals so as to produce the best results. 


When a man of broad comprehension once engages in the stock business, and particularly 
that branch which involves thoroughbred and expensive animals, he becomes wedded to 
it and grows enthusiastic, just as the scientist does when he discovers the solution of a 
great problem. Much advance has been made in stock-breeding, particularly as it relates 
to horses, within the last few years, and nowhere has this attained to a greater extent than 
in Illinois, which is fast becoming the great line-stock propagating State of the Union. 


One of the most enthusiastic young stock-raising farmers of Livingston County is the 
subject of this sketch, born in Livingston County on the 17th of June, 1856, and now 


located on section 5 in Avoca Township. He is the son of Joseph C. Morrison, of whom 
mention is made in the biographical sketch of Albert J. Morrison. He was reared to 
manhood in this county, where he has always made his home. 


He devotes most of his attention to farming, and has the general supervision of his 
father's extensive stock farm, following his specialty of raising fine blooded stock. In 
1883 he accompanied his father to Europe, and assisted in the purchase of forty-two head 
of French draft horses, which they imported and shipped to their Livingston County farm. 
Mr. Morrison is the owner of six imported French draft mares, valued at $800 each. He 
owns eighty acres of excellent land, which is well improved in the way of buildings, 
fences and ditches. Both his farming and stock operations are conducted on a liberal basis 
and a large scale. 


While Mr. Morrison has but little time to look after political matters he affiliates with the 
Republican party. He has served as Director of the schools of his district for several 
years, and takes deep interest in educational matters, as well as in everything that has a 
tendency to improve the condition of the people of his township. 


SAMUEL L. MORRISON. The subject, of this sketch is an illustration of the wide 
differences between the beginning in the lives of the fathers who were the pioneers in the 
early settlement of Illinois, and that of the sons who are now taking their places. The 
father of Mr. Morrison came to Illinois at a time when the wild prairie grass grew 
everywhere, and when the rude cabins of the inhabitants were few and far between. With 
his own hand he helped to break the prairie and make corn grow where grass had held 
sway for centuries. In this work he persevered, as did others, until Illinois has become a 
great agricultural State. 


His sons, who are now all settled in life, know nothing by actual experience of the 
hardships of the pioneers, but they have inherited the energy and enterprise of the pioneer 
fathers, which they display in the prosecution of their farming operations. 


Although the young farmers find farms already improved for them, they do not relinquish 
their efforts to further improve and utilize the resources so bountifully bestowed by 
nature. Following in the footsteps of a father who became famous in the same vocation, 
the subject of this sketch is a progressive farmer and stock-raiser of Avoca Township. 


Mr. Morrison is a native of Livingston County, where be was born on the 18th of 
December, 1860, and is the son of Joseph C. and Naomi Morrison. Further mention of the 
father, is made in the biography of Albert J. Morrison, of Avoca .Township, and the 
mother is deceased. The subject of this sketch has always lived in Avoca Township, 
where he attended the schools until he became of age, and received a good education. 
With the exception of being engaged with his father in importing and dealing in Norman 
horses at Pontiac, he has always been occupied in agricultural pursuits, in which he has 
displayed considerable enterprise, and avails himself of modern and progressive methods. 


His farm consists of eighty acres of well-improved land, on section 5, Avoca Township, 
on which he has erected an excellent class of buildings. 


On the 4th of September, 1884, Mr. Morrison was married to Miss Jessie E. Ferris, 
daughter of Prof. G. W. Ferris, the present efficient Superintendent of Public Schools of 
Livingston County, a sketch of whom appears in this Album. Mr. and Mrs. Morrison 
have been blessed with one child, a bright-eyed baby named Claude II., born July 10, 
1887. 


Mrs. Morrison is a lady of excellent education, and much culture and refinement. During 
a considerable time she attended the Normal School located at Morris, Ill., and for six 
years was engaged in teaching. 


Mr. Morrison is an enthusiastic young Republican, to which party he contributes both of 
his time and means, when they are necessary to secure its success. He is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and he and his wife are active members of society, in which 
they are general favorites. Mr. Morrison identifies himself with the material affairs of his 
township, and encourages and supports every measure calculated to advance its 
prosperity. 


DAVID L. MURDOCK, attorney-at-law, ) Fairbury, Ill., is among the prominent 
citizens of Livingston County. People always delight to honor a self-made man, not alone 
for his success in life, but because he is generally a man of unselfish disposition. Lincoln, 
perhaps, is the most lofty example of the reverence of the people for those who have been 
the architects of their own fortunes. Nearly every community affords an example of what 
a humble individual may accomplish by properly directed energy. 


In the subject of this sketch an instance is furnished where a man began without a dollar, 
and while yet young in years has gained a competency which will serve him through life. 


Mr. Murdock was born in Butler County, Ohio, on the 19th of November, 1836, and is 
the son of Ezekiel P. and Rachel (Taylor) Murdock, natives of Pennsylvania and 
Tennessee respectively. His father was born on the 10th of March, 1809, and is still living 
at his home in Chicago. The mother was born on the 29th of January, 1814, daughter of 
Isaac and Elizabeth (Cross) Taylor, and died in August, 1885. They were married in 
Indiana on the 29th of June, 1835. 


Mr. Murdock was married, on the 22d of November, 1860, to Miss Mary E. Pillsbury, a 
sister of Judge Pillsbury, of Pontiac. 


She was born on the 20th of September, 1839, in the town of Shapleigh, York Co., Me., 
and came to Illinois in 1855. Mr. Murdock came to Illinois in 1854 and located in 
Hennepin, Putnam County, where he engaged in farming and school teaching. In 1859 he 
came to Livingston County, where he farmed until Aug. 9, 1862, when he enlisted in the 
77th Illinois Infantry and became a private in Company H, and was subsequently 
promoted to the rank of Sergeant. 


The service of the 77th Regiment was principally in the 13th Army Corps and the Army 
of the Tennessee. Among the most prominent engagements he participated in were the 
siege of Vicksburg and the battles preceding the investment of the city, the siege of 
Mobile and the capture of Spanish Fort, and the siege and capture of Jackson, Miss. He 
served full three years, and was mustered out of the service on the 10th of July, 1865, at 
Mobile, Ala. 


After his return home he went to Pontiac and engaged in mercantile business with Mr. 
Pillsbury, in which he continued until 1869, when he began to read law under the 
instructions of Judge Pillsbury, of that place, and was admitted to the bar in 1870. At that 
time he took up permanent residence in Fairbury, and has since assiduously devoted his 
time to the practice of law and the prosecution of the insurance and real-estate business, 
in all of which he has been successful, and now owns 300 acres of good farm land, 
several pieces of town property, and his beautiful residence, which cost $5,000. 


In 1876 Mr. Murdock was elected to the office of State's Attorney, in which position he 
served four years with much credit to himself and honor to the State. He was a member of 
the State Board of Agriculture for two years. The children who have been born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Murdock are: Stephen D., who married Miss Emma Spence; Clarence J. and Charles 
B., twins, the latter dying in infancy; Rachel I. and Nellie E. 


Mr. Murdock is a member of the order of Odd Fellows, and is Grand Patriarch in the 
State organization ; he is also a member of the G. A. R., and was the first Commander of 
Post No. 75, at Fairbury. He is one of the stanch and reliable Republicans of Livingston 
County, and has frequently served as a delegate to State conventions. He can always be 
depended upon for active and energetic work in behalf of his party. 


MRS. ASENITH NORMAN, the widow of Isaac Norman, late of Avoca Township, 
occupies the comfortable homestead which was left her by her first husband at his death. 
Her property includes eighty acres of land, is located on section 13, and comprises one of 
the most fertile tracts in Livingston County. 


Mrs. Norman is the daughter of John and Mary (Blunt) Snider, the former a native of 
Virginia and the latter of Ohio. After marriage her parents located in Vermilion County, 
this State, and were among its early settlers. Their daughter, Asenith, was born there Jan. 
30, 1834, and remained with her parents in her native county until her marriage Dec. 5, 
1850, to Alfred Lane. This gentleman was a native of Illinois, and born May 5, 1826. 
This union resulted in the birth of four children, namely: Mary E., now the wife of James 
W. Graves, of Avoca Township; Nancy, who died when twenty-four years of age; John 
C, a resident of Avoca Township; and Sarah J., who died when nearly seven years old. 
Mr. Lane departed this life at his home in Avoca Township, Jan. 10, 1859. 


He was a gentleman of much force of character, and became prominent in the township 
affairs, serving as School Director, and otherwise identifying himself with the best 
interests of the people. He came to this county in 1851, and located on the farm now 
occupied by Mrs. Norman, in Avoca Township. When he first took possession the sod 
was still unturned by the plowshare. 


Mr. Lane had secured 160 acres of prairie and twenty-eight acres of timber, which lie 
operated in the wisest manner, and from which he built up one of the most valuable 
homesteads in the southern part of this county. He was active in the cause of religion, and 
one of the most prominent members of the Methodist Episcopal Church at Avoca, to 
which he was a liberal and cheerful contributor. 


In his family he was kind and indulgent, and among his neighbors self-sacrificing and 
obliging. He had commenced in life comparatively without means, and at his death left an 
estate including 300 acres of land, with good farm buildings, a choice assortment of live 
stock, and a goodly amount of valuable farm machinery. He did not mix very much in 
political matters, but uniformly cast his vote with the Democratic party. 


Mrs. Lane continued a resident of this township until her marriage with Isaac Norman, 
Jan. 10, I HG 1 


Mr. Norman was born in Licking County, Ohio, Feb. 14, 1840, and his marriage with 
Mrs. Lane resulted in the birth of the following children : William, now deceased; Amie 
and Rosa, residents of Avoca; Delia and Eliza, deceased; Weslev and Asenith, the latter 
of whom died in infancy. 


Isaac Norman came to this county in 1851, which remained his residence until his death, 
Feb. 4, 1884, and during the more than thirty years in which he walked in and out among 
the people of this section, he had by his upright course in life commended himself to their 
esteem and confidence. 


Religiously he had been at one time a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
politically voted with the Democratic party. 


John C. Lane, the son of Mrs. Norman by her first marriage, has inherited in a marked 
degree the talents of his father, and is starting out in life under the most favorable 
auspices. He was born in this county on the 23d of March, 1857, and is now consequently 
thirty years of age. He has for the last few years been operating a snug farm on section 
14, where he is building up a comfortable home, and is already- looked upon as a citizen 
of whom much is expected in the future. He has spent his life so far in this county, and 
has also thus far in life been engaged in farming pursuits. 


He was married, Sept. 26, 1878, to Miss Maggie, daughter of Michael Fogie, who was 
formerly of Avoca Township but is now a resident of Kansas. 


The young people are the parents of three children Cora M., Rosanna and George W. The 
property of young Mr. Lane comprises fifty -six acres, where he has a neat residence and 
is conducting his farm operations with excellent judgment. He is also a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and Republican in politics. 


JAMES H. ODELL is one of Livingston County's best, most enterprising and thorough- 
going farmers. He is the owner of one of the finest farms in the county, containing 342 
acres, all of which is under-drained and considered to be worth $75 per acre. He was born 
in the city of New York, Nov. 23, 1825, and remained there until ten or twelve years of 
age. At that time his father moved to Chautauqua County, N. Y., where he lived for about 
twenty-five years. 


Young Odell worked upon the farm during his boyhood days, attending school during the 
winter months, and during his younger manhood devoted his leisure hours to study. In 
that way he secured a thorough and competent education in the leading branches. He may 
justly be styled a self-made man, and deserves, as all such men do, the highest 
commendation for what they have accomplished. 


Mr. Odell removed to Livingston County- and located in Indian Grove Township in 
October, 1862. At the time he had but little means, and went to work on a rented farm 
which he held for three years. During that time he had been successful in raising good 
crops, and the excellent prices of that day enabled him to accumulate sufficient means to 
purchase 120 acres and make a small payment on it. By his prudence, economy and 
industry, as well as a close application to business, he has been prospered to that extent 
that at the present writing he is the owner of over a half section of land, comprising one 
of the most beautiful farms in the county. 


In 1876 he erected a splendid farm residence, at a cost of over $3,000, and which has 
been regarded by others as a good model farm dwelling. From three to five months 
during the winter seasons, for a number of years after coming to Illinois, Mr. Odell was 
engaged in teaching school, and in this occupation as one might expect, he was unusually 
successful. 


We will now revert briefly to the parents of our subject, who were Peter and Elizabeth 
(Kilkore) Odell, natives of New York and Virginia respectively. The former was born 
Dec. 20, 1800, in Westchester County', and died May 10, 1866, in his native State. The 
mother was born in Petersburg, Va., Sept. 10, 1805, and died Aug. 10, 1861, in the 
Empire State. They were the parents of ten children. The names of those living are James 
H., John, Washington E., Harriet, Sarah, Maria and Mary Jane. The names of the 
deceased are Elizabeth, Peter, Jr., and George. 


James H. Odell was married. May 25, 1848, in the State of New York, to Miss Mary 
Straight. This lady was born in that State June 21, 1827, and is the daughter of A. P. and 
Philena Straight, both of whom were also natives of New York, but are now residing at 
Fairbury, 111., at the advanced ages of eighty-four years. 


To Mr. and Mrs. Odell seven children have been born, namely: Edmund L., the eldest, 
died of brain fever at the age of nineteen years and six months; Philena E., now Mrs. 
Miller A. Bailey, resides at Fairbury ; Lucena M. is the wife of T. D. Johnson, a farmer; 
Levi J. was married to Naomi McKay, at Decatur, Ill., and is now living at Lake Geneva, 
Wis.; he is of an ingenious turn of mind, and has invented several check-rowers for 
dropping and checking corn, one of which proved very successful, and is now on the 
market and in general use. He also has invented a corn-planter, which is now on the 
market, and is giving entire satisfaction wherever used. His latest invention is a type- 
writer, for which he has secured a patent, and is now engaged in its manufacture at Lake 
Geneva. Jerome A., the next in order of birth, married Miss Ophelia Earnhart, daughter of 
F. J. Earnhart, of Fairbury; he is engaged as a traveling salesman. Charles H., who is 
engaged in the manufacture of type-writers at Lake Geneva, married Miss Effie Wright, 
daughter of James L. Wright, of Fairbury; Frank E.. who is also engaged in making type- 
writers at Lake Geneva, selected for his wife Miss Lizzie Templeton. daughter of John 
Templeton. of Windsor, Ill. 


Mr. Odell was a member of the Free-Will Baptist Church at Fairbury while it continued 
its organizatin, and was a zealous worker and served as Superintendent of the Sunday- 
school for several years. He has been for a number of years and is still a Director of the 
Fairbury Union Agricultural Board. He has also been selected to fill various official 
positions of his township. He is somewhat independent in his political views, and aims to 


vote for the best man in the place irrespective of parties, but at the present time his 
principles are Democratic. 


In presenting, the portraits of leading men in the various parts of the county none are 
more worthy to be included in this class than Mr. James H. Odell of Indian Grove 
Township. By his own inherent force of character and business tact, he has not only 
accumulated a handsome property, raised a large family, giving them unusual advantages, 
but has made for himself a name that in itself is of more value than his broad and fertile 
acres. It is to the class of men to which he belongs that not only his community but the 
entire State of Illinois owes so much for the advanced position it occupies to-day among 
the great States of the nation. We are not only pleased to present the portrait of Mr. Odell 
in connection with this sketch, but give also a view of his homestead in another part of 
the Album. 


LIIIN a. : 
ODELL, Sec. 9.INDIAN GROVE TOWNSHIP 


Resipence of James H. 


JACOB OPPY. There is something about an unselfish man which naturally attracts you 
to him; something which makes you feel better when you are in his presence and under 
his influence. An unselfish man is a valuable acquisition to any community, for he is 


happiest when engaged in good deeds, and doing something which will make the 
community better. When the unselfish man is connected with the work of religion and 
reform his influence penetrates every nook and corner of his surroundings, and to him 
can be traced either directly or indirectly the beginning of nearly all enterprises which 
have for their object the amelioration of the distress and the reformation of mankind. In 
the subject of this sketch we have illustrated the good which can be accomplished by 
unselfishness in connection with earnestness and sincerity. 


Mr. Oppy is an honored citizen of Avoca Township, and a native of Champaign County, 
Ohio. He was born on the 20th of October, 1819, and is the son of Abraham and Sarah 
Oppy, the former a native of Virginia, and a soldier in the War of 1812. His mother died 
when Mr. Oppy was but ten days old, and when he was quite a small boy he accompanied 
his father to Logan County, Ohio, where he resided until he reached his fifteenth year. At 
that age he removed to Grant County, Ind.. where he remained until he reached the years 
of manhood. The greater portion of his life has been devoted to agricultural pursuit and 
stock-raising, except during his ten years' residence in Grant Countv. Ind., where he was 
engaged in milling. 


On the 2d of February. 1840, our subject was married to Emma A. Neal, a native of Grant 
County, Ind. She died on the 22d of September, 1842, and on the 8th of January, 1843, 
Mr. Oppy was married to Elizabeth P. Briggs, a native of Grant County, Ind., who bore 
him six children, and died on the 31st of October, 1858. On the 30th of March, 1859, Mr. 
Oppy was married a third time, the lady of his choice being Rebecca A. Kendall, a native 
of Indiana, and she had five children—Dorcas J., Tillie A., Minnie E., Cora D. and Linda 
É; 


In the spring of 1865 with his family he came to Livingston County, and immediately 
located upon the farm he now occupies near Fairbury. This farm consists of 130 acres of 
well-improved land, which is fully equipped with appropriate farm buildings. 


Besides this he is the owner of a good property in Fairbury. He and his wife are both 
identified with the Methodist Episcopal Church in Fairbury, in which he served fifty 
years as a local minister and in other official capacities, he has been a generous supporter 
of the church, and is quite liberal-spirited and unselfish in all his motives. 


While in a general sense he affiliates with the Republican party in the selection of 
officers for the administration of local affairs, he aims to cast his ballot for men of pure 
character and best fitted for the positions to which they aspire regardless of political 
parties. In his earlier business career Mr. Oppy endured many hardships and exercised 
much self-denial. but was always confident that the future had in store success for those 
who strived for it. His faith was well formed. for he has been successful, and no man in 
the community enjoys more of the respect and confidence of the community than the 
worthy subject of this sketch. 


DR. CHAUNCEY B. OSTRANDER, of Fairbury, has operated as a successful 

practitioner in this section for a period of thirty-seven and a half years. He is a graduate 
of the medical College at Fairfield, Herkimer Co.. N. Y., receiving his diploma in 1836. 
He is of German birth and parentage, his native place being the Grand Duchy of Baden, 


Germany, where he was born Oct. 31, 1818. His parents, Tobias and Roxana (Fisher) 
Ostrander, when their son was a child five years of age, immigrated to America and 
settled at Poughkeepsie, N.Y., where they remained the few years which they were 
permitted to live. The mother died on the Ist of January, 1837, and the father eight days 
later of smallpox. Our subject at the same time had the varioloid. 


Four children were thus orphaned, and our subject was cared for by Troy Conference 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Reuben upon reaching manhood married Miss Martha 
McLauth, a native of his own country, and located in Farmington, Wayne Co., N. Y. ; 
Matilda became the wife of Dwight Donelson, of Ohio, and died in Painesville, Ohio, 
Aug. 20, 1880; Olive married Dr. Sumner Taylor, who died in St. Joseph County, Mich., 
in September, 1876. 


Our subject was the youngest member of the family, and after completing his primary 
studies at the common schools, commenced learning medicine under the instruction of 
Dr. Daniel Chapman, an eminent physician of Lyons, N. Y. He remained with him three 
years and nine months, and after graduating immediately started West, July 6, 1836. 


On arriving in Chicago he was the possessor of one pair of hose and one shirt extra. He 
started on foot but soon fell in with a benevolent family who were migrating westward , 
and made arrangements to take passage in their wagons across large streams of water. He 
left them in Michigan and proceeded to the city Chicago. There he entered at once upon 
the duties of his profession, and on the 1st of November, 1837, received an appointment 
as Assistant Surgeon in the 2d Infantry, United States army, and joined the regiment at 
Florida on the 10th of December following. They were stationed at a point near Tampa 
Bay and soon afterward Dr. Ostrander accidentally received a compound fracture of the 
wrist, on account of which he was unfit for duty for four months. He remained in that 
section of country until 1841, and then embarked on the frigate "Brandywine" for New 
York City. 


In September following he started for the West again, first locating in Chicago, where he 
commenced practice and continued a resident nine years. Upon leaving there he started 
for this county, and on the 7th of July, 1850, at 1 o'clock in the afternoon, entered the 
limits of Pontiac. He opened an office and commenced the career which has subsequently 
been marked with entire success. He has had 2,605 cases of obstetrics and has never lost 
a single case, forty-four pairs of twins and four sets of triplets. 


Besides his handsome residence in town and other valuable property. Dr. Ostrander has a 
farm of eighty acres in Avoca Township, and the lots No. 237 and 231) on Lake street in 

Chicago and two lots in Pullman, besides town property in Bellmont, Fla., and sixty acres 
near the limits of Brunson, that State. 


The marriage of Dr. (Ostrander and Miss Jane E. Holland was celebrated in the city of 
Chicago, June 14, 1846, Rev. William M. D. Ryan officiating. Mr. Ostrander is a native 
of Geauga County, Ohio, and was born Jan. 9, 1826. Her parents were Stephen and 
Elizabeth. They died early in life, and little Jane was placed in the family of a minister of 
the old-school Presbyterian Church, Orange Lyman, by whom she was reared and 
educated. 


The Doctor and Mrs. Ostrander have no children of their own, but have given parental 
care to eight little ones, whom they reared and educated as their own, and who have now 
become worthy members of society. Dr. Ostrander and his estimable lady are 
prominently connected with the Presbyterian Church and our subject, politically, is a 
decided Republican, and a Prohibitionist, notwithstanding the fact that he cast his first 
Presidential vote for Andrew Jackson. 


The deep benevolence which is a marked characteristic of Dr. Ostrander is illustrated by 
the following incident. In 1850, and on the day following his entrance into Fairbury, he 
found a fugitive slave chained to the floor of a second-story building and who was to be 
returned to his master in Virginia. The Doctor was also a stanch Abolitionist, and 
determined to rescue the unfortunate. His first business was to procure a conveyance, for 
which he was obliged to travel six miles, and also to procure a chisel, crow-bar and 
sledge. With these he cut the shackles from the negro, and sent him to Chicago, a 
distance of ninety miles, landing there at 4 P. M. the following day, and delivering him to 
Dr. C. V. Dyer, who was connected with the underground railroad and the other means of 
freeing the oppressed. The victim was placed on the steamer "Illinois," commanded by 
Capt. Blake, and landed at Maiden, Canada. For this service they paid the Captain well, 
and also gave the fugitive $10 in money. 


JOSEPH K. OSTRANDER is the proprietor of the largest general merchandise 
establishment in McDowell, Avoca Township. The room in which he conducts his 
business is the first floor of a building 00x24 feet, and he carries a general line of 
merchandise such as is usually found in a store kept by a man who seeks to supply all the 
wants of the community which surrounds him. Mr. Ostrander became the proprietor of 
this establishment in 1885, and has conducted the business ever since. There is 
continually invested in the stock about $2,500, and the sales annually amount to about 
$8,000. In 1871 he engaged in grain-dealing at McDowell Station, and has pursued the 
business ever since, shipping annually 50,000 bushels and upward of the various grains 
produced in this part of the State. 


Joseph K. Ostrander is a native of Pennsylvania, being born in the city of Philadelphia on 
the 13th of March, 1847. He received a fair common-school education, which he has 
materially improved by study and constant reading since grown to manhood. 


Mr. Ostrander was married, in December 1878, to Miss Ophelia Foster, daughter of R.B. 
Foster, of Avoca Township. To them have been born three children—Harry M.. Elbert R. 
and Roy. 


Mr. Ostrander has met with considerable success in his various business enterprises, in all 
of which he displays good judgment as well as proper conservatism. Aside from business 
affairs he is one of the leading citizens of Avoca Township, and takes an interest in all 
matters which concern the people. 


In the matter of office-holding he has served as Treasurer of Avoca Township schools 
four years, and as Township Clerk one term, while he is now serving his second term as 
Justice of the Peace. In 1864, Mr. Ostrander enlisted as a soldier in the Union army, 
serving in Company F, 138th Illinois Infantry, as private. The duties of this regiment lay 


Mostly in Kansas and Missouri, and consisted of garrison and outpost duty. After serving 
from May until October, 1864, he received his honorable discharge. 


In business circles people do not misunderstand Mr. Ostrander, for they know that 
whatever he engages to do he will perform, and as the saying goes "his word is as good as 
his bond." He enjoys the confidence of all the people with whom he has business 
relations, and in the offices of public trust which have been confided to him he has shown 
much ability and given great satisfaction to the people. He is a man of whom a 
community may justly be proud. 


DR. NATHAN S. PARSONS, druggist and practicing physician at Fairbury, is a 
graduate of the old school, and completed his studies at Burlington, Vt., in 1874. He had 
taken a thorough course, and was for three years under the tutorship of the eminent Dr. 
William S. Honsinger, of West Chazy, N. Y., where he also attended a course of lectures 
at Bellevue Hospital. 


He has been a faithful student, and keeps himself well posted upon the views of the latest 
authors of medical works, and assisted by a fine library, has distinguished himself by his 
success, and long ago became universally popular. 


Dr. Parsons was born in Clinton County-, N. Y., May 13, 1851, and was reared on the 
farm of his father, Nathan M. Parsons, until a youth of eighteen years. Then, having 
graduated from the common schools, he entered upon the higher branches, and after a 
thorough course in these, took up the study of medicine. 


The mother of our subject was formerly Miss Sarah Moore, a natives of Canada, and both 
parents were devoted members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, with which the father 
was connected for forty years. He was born in 1800, and spent his entire life in his native 
county, his death taking place in 1871. He was a man of more than ordinary ability, both 
intellectually and in a business capacity, and besides filling the minor offices in his 
township, served three years as County Clerk. The mother passed away in 1862, when 
fifty-one years of age. The ten children of the parental family were named Henry, 
Washington, Almira, Tempy, Gilson T., Cornelius H., Dora, Henry C, Alfred A. and 
Nathan S. Of these, seven only are living. 


Dr. Parsons while a resident of West Chazy, was united in marriage with Miss Emma F. 
Reynolds, at the home of the bride in the city of Burlington, Vt. Mrs. P. was born in that 
city in 1861. This union has resulted in the birth of three children, all living, Mabel M., 
Jessie M. and George S. 


The Doctor commenced practice at Altona, N.Y., in 1874, and although still a young 
man, enjoys an extensive patronage. He is especially proficient as a surgeon, and at the 
time of the terrible Chatsworth disaster, was one of the first called upon to assist in 
alleviating the sufferings of the wounded. 


His cool judgment and steady nerves were just what was needed at that time, and he 
proved himself equal to the emergency, acting with promptness and excellent judgment, 
amputating limbs, setting joints and reducing fractures, besides stitching up gaping 
wounds. He carries a fine stock of drugs, and is held in high esteem as a citizen and 
business man, as well as a physician and surgeon. He was reared by pious parents in the 


doctrines of the Methodist Church, although not at present connected with any religious 
denomination. 


Politically he upholds Republican principles, and socially is a member of the Order of 
Modern Woodman of America, being Examining Surgeon of the lodge at Fairbury. He 
was elected a member of the City Council in August, 1887. His handsome and attractive 
residence is located on Fourth street, where he and his excellent lady dispense generous 
hospitality to scores of friends. 


GEORGEW. PATTON, .attorney at law, in the firm of Strawn & Patton. located at 
Pontiac, in 1883 moved from Fairbury to Pontiac, and at once became associated with his 
present partner. The partnership has proved a very satisfactory one, and almost 
immediately the firm took a front rank in the profession, as represented in this county. 


Mr. Patton possesses those qualities of mind which eminently fit him for the business he 
has so aptly chosen for a life calling, and within the comparatively short time since he 
was admitted to the bar has secured for clients some of the most prominent citizens of 
this county, and largest corporations of the State. He is a close student, carefully looks up 
his cases, and works conscientiously and with all his ability in the interest of his client. 


Being an excellent judge of human nature he is seldom placed at a disadvantage in any 
legal contest in this essential particular. He is likewise an enterprising and valued citizen 
of Pontiac, and has the interest of the public at heart. Such men arc invaluable to any 
community. 


Our subject is a native of Greene County, Pa., and is a son of Samuel R. and Jane Patton, 
nee Haines, also natives of the Keystone State. Samuel R. located in Green Township, 
Woodford Co., Ill, in 1854. where he carried on farming successfully for many years and 
then retired from active labor. 


The paternal grandfather of our subject, Rev. James Patton. was a native of Maryland and 
the son of Rev. John Patton of the same State, a direct descendant of Scotch-Irish 
ancestry. Mr. Patton's great-grandparents on the maternal side were from the Emerald 
Isle, and settled in Pennsylvania in the Colonial days, the great-grandfather serving six 
years as a soldier under General Washington. 


The subject of this sketch has five sisters living —Elizabeth Morris, Lucinda Carns, 
Margaret Edwards, Catharine Barnard and Martha E. Taylor—and one brother, John L., a 
successful farmer and stockman residing on the old homestead in Woodford County. 


Mr. Patton was reared on the farm until he attained to his majority, receiving a good 
common-school education, and subsequently attending the State Normal University at 
Bloomington for three years. Afterward he engaged in teaching school at Secor and El 
Paso. Ill. He read law with Hay, Greene & Littler, at Springfield, II., and was there 
admitted to the bar by the Supreme Court. 


Mr. Patton was married, Sept. 21), 1877, to Miss Flora E. Cook, a native of Wayne 
County, Ind.. and a daughter of James and Lucinda Cook. They have one child, Marie 
Patton, born July 7. 1883. 


Mr. Patton is a strong Republican in politics, and belongs to the Masonic fraternity, in 
which he is a Knight Templar. He is attorney for the C. & A., the I. C, and the C.. S. F. 
cfe C. R. Rds., the Pontiac Union Coal Company, and also for the Board of 


Supervisors of Livingston County. Among his relatives now living and bearing his 
patronymic, there are three ministers, two physicians and three lawyers, one of the latter 
being now a Republican Member of Congress from Pennsylvania. 


It is with pleasure we present the portrait of Mr. Patton in this work, knowing that it will 
be highly appreciated by his many friends. 


ELI PEARSON. The "village blacksmith" has been immortalized in song, but the ideal 
blacksmith of the poet is not the blacksmith of the present, but the one of many years ago, 
when he not only welded and forged but made wagons as well, and in those days they 
made honest wagons too, as all the wooden parts were made by hand and of the best 
timber obtainable, and the ironing was done substantially if not as artistically as today. 
The village blacksmith, whose praises are sung by the poet, has almost passed out of 
existence, for mechanical inventions have supplanted him, and about all he finds to do 
now is to make repairs. 


At the time the subject of this sketch followed the occupation of blacksmith and 
wagonmaker the great establishments which now monopolize manufactures in those lines 
had not come into existence; since they have assumed the sway they enjoy, the early 
mechanics who did all the work honestly and with their hands have been driven to the 
farm or other occupations. 


The subject of this sketch chose the life of a farmer, which he has followed for several 
years in Avoca Township. He is a native of Tippecanoe County, Ind., and was born on 
the 12th of July, 1835. He is a son of Lot and Sophia Pearson, of whom further mention 
is made in the biographical sketch of Martin Pearson, his brother. When about five years 
of age Mr. Pearson was left an orphan by the death of both his parents, and was thrown 
entirely upon his own resources. 


When old enough to do so he learned the trade of blacksmithing and wagonmaking, 
which he followed for about twelve years, and has devoted his life since to the occupation 
of a farmer. He and his brother, Martin Pearson, were the first mechanics in the line of 
wagonmaking and blacksmithing to settle in the ancient village of Avoca, in Avoca 
Township, of which only a few ruins remain to mark the spot where once stood a 
prosperous hamlet. 


During his boyhood days Mr. Pearson received a fair common school education, which 
has availed him well in after life. He came to Livingston County, Ill., in 1851, and has 
been here continuously since that time. 


On the 20th of April, 1856, Mr. Pearson married Mahala Virgin, daughter of Jeremiah M. 
and Amanda Virgin, who were among the early pioneer settlers of Livingston County. 
They have had four children : Alonzo, Meredith M., Ulysses G., and Flora, wife of 
Edward DeMoss. 


Mr. Pearson owns 100 acres of good land, and as a farmer has been quite successful. 
When he came to Livingston County he had $100 in cash, and a sufficient quantity of 
tools with which to carry on his trade, in the prosecution of which he accumulated 
sufficient means to purchase and equip his farm. In his political affiliations he acts with 
the Democratic party, whose principles and candidates receive from him an earnest 
support. For seventeen years he has served as Assessor of Avoca Township, and has been 
Collector for two years. He interests himself in all matters which involve the welfare of 
the community in which he lives. He is quite liberal in his contributions of time and 
money to all local enterprises, and is considered in every respect a first-class citizen. He 
and his wife identify themselves with the best elements of society, by whom they are 
deservedly esteemed and respected. 


MARTIN PEARSON. Of course the early settlers of Illinois had no forests to fell and 
clear away to make their land tillable, but they had the prairie which had grown wild 
from the beginning of time to break and convert to a condition of cultivation. This was 
not an easy task, and the work had to be performed with the most primitive kind of 
implements, for but little progress had been made in the improvement of machinery. At 
the time the subject of this sketch came to Illinois but little of the land was under 
cultivation, and the prairie grass, which had been growing for centuries, had become so 
rank and matted together, and the roots had become so strong and tenacious that oxen or 
teams of four horses had to be attached to the plow in order to prepare the ground for 
cultivation. But when this grass was finally subdued, the pioneer farmer was repaid for 
the arduous labor required, for the rich soil produced abundant crops. Mr. Pearson is one 
of the oldest pioneers in Avoca Township, and is a representative farmer and stock-raiser, 
residing on section 21. 


Mr. Pearson is a native of Tippecanoe County, Ind., where he was born on the 22d of 
July, 1830. He is the son of Lot and Sophia (Staley ) Pearson, natives of Ohio and North 
Carolina respectively. His maternal grandfather, Jacob Staley, was a soldier of the War of 
1812, and his paternal ancestors were of English descent. 


His parents settled in Tippecanoe County, Ind., at a very early day, and both died when 
our subject was only about nine years of age. Of their family of children the following are 
living: Meredith, of Kansas; Eli, of Avoca Township; Mary, wife of David Bodley, of 
Kansas, and Martin. The subject of this sketch having been left an orphan at such a tender 
age, was thrown upon his own resources and consequently received but a limited 
education. At seventeen years of age he was apprenticed to the blacksmithing trade, 
which he followed for about thirteen years. In 1853 he came to Livingston County, where 
he has since resided. 


During the first four years of his residence here he engaged in blacksmithing, and then 
began farming, settling on his present farm in Avoca Township. He settled on this farm 
when it was raw prairie with the exception of about five acres, which had been broken, 
and has witnessed the development of the county from its most primitive condition until 
it is now one of the best improved counties in the State. In common with all pioneers the 
hardshipS which he endured were many and trying, but he not only surmounted all 
obstacles and now owns 160 acres of land thoroughly drained, and under the most perfect 
state of cultivation. The farm buildings are of modern architecture, and include all the 
conveniences. 


Mr. Pearson heeded the call for men to assist in suppressing the Rebellion, and in the 
month of August, 1862, he enlisted in Company G, 129th Illinois Infantry, which was 
assigned to the Army of the Cumberland. During his term of service he 


participated in the battles of Resaca, Burnt Hickory, Kennesaw Mountain, Peachtree 
Creek, the siege of Atlanta, and the battle of Nashville. Becoming sick at Atlanta he was 
furloughed for twenty days, and at Nashville he had a relapse which compelled him to 
remain in the hospital for three months. He was honorably discharged on the 5th of July, 
1865, and immediately returned to Illinois. 


Mr. Pearson was first married in 1852, to Clarissa Tucker, a native of Ireland. His second 
marriage was to Sarah L. Hefner, on the 18th of March, 1856. She is a native of 


Livingston County, and a daughter of Nicholas and Mary Hefner, who were among its 
pioneers. To them have been born seven children, four of whom are living--Leo W., 
Mattie A., the wife of Wallace Foster, Oscar K. and Eva. He and his wife are members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which he has served as Steward for a considerable 
time. 


Politically he is a Prohibitionist, and in the cause of that party he is an untiring and 
earnest worker. So far as official position is concerned he has served the people well, in 
the capacity of Justice of the Peace twelve years, Assessor two years, Collector two 
years, and is now serving his fifteenth year as Road Commissioner in Avoca 

Township, .and has likewise served five years as Township School Trustee. He has all his 
life been an energetic, hard-working man, and his accumulations testify to his industry 
and good management. In all matters pertaining to the welfare of the community in which 
he lives he occupies a leading position. 


JOHN E. PORTER. There is a class of men and women who sustain a peculiar as well 
as important relation to society, and have much to do in molding the destiny of future 
generations. 


These are the men and women who teach in the schools of the city and country. They 
follow a profession peculiar in its requirements. To become a successful teacher, it is not 
only essential to have a good education, but a teacher should be characterized by a fine 
sense of distinction between right and wrong, a good judgment of human nature, and a 
large amount of tact and an evenly balanced temperament. 


The subject of this sketch, although now engaged in agricultural pursuits, has devoted a 
large share of his time and attention to the school-room, and it has come to the 
knowledge of the writer that in the capacity of a teacher he has displayed all the vital 
requirements of a successful and popular instructor, gaming the highest esteem of both 
pupils and parents. 


Mr. Porter is now a representative farmer of Avoca Township, and resides on section 6. 
He is a native of Ohio, and was born on the 3d of July, 1834. He is the son of David and 
Elizabeth Porter, and was practically reared to manhood in the State of Ohio, where, by 
hard study he received a good education and qualified himself for the profession of 
school teaching. For many years he taught school in Ohio and Illinois, and in that 
profession was eminently successful. 


His first settlement in Livingston County, Ill., was in the year 1863, and he first occupied 
the farm on which he now resides in 1883. This farm consists of 107 acres of good land, 
which under the intelligent manipulation of Mr. Porter is made to yield very remunerative 
crops. 


Mr. Porter was married in Livingston County, on the 27th of June. 1869, to Rachel S. 
Scott, who was born on the 26th of July, 1849. She is the daughter of John H. Scott, 
formerly of Muskingum County, Ohio, and of whom a sketch appears in this Album. 


To Mr. and Mrs. Porter have been born seven children, five of whom are living: Cora A., 
born July 2, 1870; Lillian M., born March 1, 1877; Iva M., born Feb. 17, 1880; Claudy 
R., born May 14, 1882: Estella M., born Oct. 8, 1884. The names of the deceased 
children are: Otto R., born April 16, 1872, and died Aug. 1, 1873; and Arthur J., born 
Sept. 7, 1874, and died March 18, 1879. Mrs. Porter had four brothers in the Union army, 
as follows : Winfield, Walter M.. Wesley and Mahlon. 


Mr. Porter is a member of the Democratic party but he is not an active politician, 
preferring to devote the time which politics would require to such matters as would 
better the condition of the community in which he lives. Mrs. Porter is a member of the 
Methodist Church, as is also the daughter, Cora A. The family are the center of a large 
circle of warm friends and acquaintances, and they all take an active interest in whatever 
may effect the society which surrounds them. Mr. Porter has devoted his life to the 
profession of teaching, and farming, and will probably in the future confine himself to the 
latter occupation. 


PERRY M. POTTER, widely and favorably known throughout Indian Grove Township 
as one of its most extensive and successful breeders of fine horses and cattle, has a 
valuable tract of land 220 acres in extent, on section 14, where he spends the most of his 
time and takes pride in the superiority of his stock, and the general excellence of his farm 
products. He operates mostly in Short-horn cattle and pursues the methods adopted by 
Mr. Haaf, of Henry County. 


His herd comprises fifty' head of fine animals, including a magnificent bull, while his 
horses are of the English draft, and models of symmetry and strength. Mr. Potter located 
on his present farm in 1866, and has bent his energies to its improvement and 
embellishment. As a financier he is a decided success, displaying the same judgment in 
this direction which is illustrated in his financial operations. 


The main points in a history unusually interesting are substantially as follows: 


Our subject was born in Windsor County’, Vt., Dec. 11, 1833, and is the son of Benjamin 
and Clarissa (Robinson) Potter, natives of Massachusetts, whence they removed to 
Vermont, where they spent the remainder of their lives. The father was born in 1786, and 
departed this life in 1848. He served in the "War of 1812, and when but a lad had the 
honor of sharing in the victory of Commodore Perry on Lake Erie. He was fortunate 
enough to receive a liberal education, and subsequently learned ship carpentering and 
also the trade of a millwright. Politically he was identified with the old Whig party, and 
was a man of decided views and fearless in the expression and advocacy of them. The 
mother was born in 1793, and survived her husband about seven years, her death taking 
place in 1855. 


Mr. Potter was fairly educated and started out for himself early in life, engaging first in a 
hotel at Boston, where he remained six years. He then embarked as a sailor on the 
whaling ship "Callao," and sailed around Cape Horn to the Sandwich Islands, whence he 
voyaged to the Arctic Ocean and back, when he was taken ill and confined in the hospital 
at Highlow three months, and subsequently in that at Honolulu. 


In nowise discouraged by this little stroke of misfortune, as soon as able Mr. Potter 
shipped for Hong Kong, China, and after his arrival there staid three weeks, when he 
embarked for Australia, landing at Melbourne, where he remained with the ship's crew 
two months. In the meantime he experimented in gold mining, with little success, 
however, and boarded a vessel for San Francisco, Cal., revisiting the Sandwich Islands on 
the way, and landed at the Golden Gate in July, 1858. Here he once more engaged in 
mining, with indifferent success two years, finally migrating to Vancouver Island, and 
thence up the Frazier River, still in search of the yellow ore. Here he was more 
successful, remaining until January, 1860. 


He then returned to San Francisco, and a year later he started home via the Isthmus, 
landing in Fairbury, this county, in the vicinity of which he has since been contented to 
remain. 


Mr. Potter met with some thrilling incidents during these years. In making the return trip 
to Vancouver Island he started down the Frazier River in December, and before reaching 
their destination there came a sudden cold snap which formed ice so rapidly that they 
were unable to proceed. They were obliged to leave their vessel in the midst of the 
stream, and proceed on foot from the mouth of the Harrison to Ft. Langley, now New 
Westminster, in British America, and thence on to the Pacific, a distance of forty-five 
miles over four feet of snow. Mr. Potter with his companions was without food nearly six 
days, and when reaching the end of his journey was comparatively without clothing, 
having only a Hudson Bay blanket with which to cover himself, his clothing having been 
literally torn from him by the brush through which he had been obliged to labor. The 
weather as indicated was cold, and upon this trip 150 out of 500 men perished. The 
survivors were first, taken to Vancouver Island and thence to San Francisco, extremely 
glad, as may be supposed, to again enter the bounds of civilization. 


The marriage of Perry M. Potter and Miss Elizabeth Vanarsdale was celebrated on the 
28th of February, 1866, in Pontiac. Mrs. Potter was born in Utica, N. Y., in 1844, and is 
the daughter of Aaron and Elizabeth (Cooper) Vanarsdale, a prominent family of German 
descent whose ancestors settled on the Mohawk River. The parents afterward became 
residents of (Grundy County, this State, where their decease occurred. 


Of the union of Mr. and Mrs. Potter there have been born nine children, namely: Eva E., 
the wife of Charles W. Keck, of Fairbury: Charles P., Eunice. Dean, Mary, Kirk, Grace. 
Clarissa and Lura. The last is a babe of twelve mouths. The family residence, of which 
we present a view on another page of this work, is a convenient and commodious 
structure, finely finished and furnished, and in all respects in keeping with the tastes and 
means of the proprietor. The homestead attracts universal attention from the passing 
traveler and with its embellishments forms one of the most attractive spots in the southern 
part of Livingston County. 


Mr. Potter is a member of the Fair Association at Fairbury, where he is in the habit of 
carrying off first premiums by the half dozen, and to the interests of which he has added 
largely- by his stock operations. Politically, he is confined to no particular party, usually 
voting independently. 


LORENZO F. PRATT, a gentleman on the sunny side of fifty, is industriously engaged 
in farming and stock-raising on section 9, Belle Prairie Township, on the southern line of 
this county. He is a New Englander by birth, having first opened his eyes to the light in 
Franklin County, Vt., Dec. 19, 1840. His childhood and youth were spent in his native 
State. 


During the late Civil War he enlisted in Company I, 1st Vermont Infantry, but after 
serving four months contracted a disease which compelled him to abandon army life, 
receiving an honorable discharge. 


He remained in the Green Mountain State a short time afterward, and in 1864 set out for 
Illinois, in which State he has since resided. 


The parents of our subject were Allen and Asenath (Wait) Pratt, natives also of Vermont, 
where they spent their entire lives, the father passing away in 1854, and the mother, who 
survived her husband twenty-eight years, in 1882. They were most excellent people, 
highly respected in . their community, and the mother a devoted member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Allen Pratt was a skilled mechanic, and also engaged in lumbering and 
farming. Although never becoming wealthy, he always provided suitably and generously 
for his family, which included twelve children, some of whom died in infancy. They were 
named as follows: Curtis P., Lorenzo F., Sophia E., Ira A., Lucina W., Betsey M., Ira C. 
(2d), Charles J., Lucina W. (2d), Mary .7., Lorenzo F. (2d) and George R. 


Those who survived were reared on the farm, and most of them remained in New 
England. The subject of this biography received but limited school advantages during his 
childhood and youth, but by the kindly' assistance of his wife since their marriage, has 
become quite well informed, and by a course of general reading keeps pace with the 
events of the day. He is regarded as a gentleman of considerable ability in his township, 
where he has served as Clerk, Road Commissioner and School Director. 


Upon coming to Illinois he located in Tazewell County, where he was employed as a 
laborer four years, near the town of Morton. 


He then went into the country and engaged on a farm two years, in the meantime living 
economically and saving what he could of his earnings. In 1874 he invested the little sum 
thus accumulated in 120 acres of land, which constitutes his present homestead, and 
which he has carefully cultivated and supplied with all necessary buildings and 
improvements, so that it is considered an estate quite valuable. 


For the last two years, in addition to farming, he has been engaged in the manufacture of 
tile in company with a partner, the firm being Cook & Pratt Bros. He is also engaged in 
the manufacture of sorghum syrup and cider, for which he has some extra fine machinery, 
and turns out large quantities each year, realizing there from a handsome sum of money. 
His cider press has been constructed mainly from his own plans, and is quite different 
from those in common use. 


In the fall of 1886 he turned out from this 3,500 gallons, which commanded a ready sale 
in his own locality. Besides his other talents Mr. Pratt is a natural mechanic, closely' 
superintending the erection of all his farm buildings, and doing much of the work with his 
own hands. While all these are models of convenience, the corn-crib, from its peculiar 
arrangement, attracts the especial attention of the farmers of that vicinity on account of its 
system of ventilation, which prevents the corn from heating. 


The wife of our subject, who has proved to him such a valued companion and helpmeet, 
was formerly Miss Caroline Lambkin, born in the Province of Quebec, Canada, Sept. 24, 
1838. They were married Jan. 5., 1869, at the home of the bride in Stanbridge, Quebec. 
Her parents, like those of Mr. Pratt, were natives of Vermont. The father still lives in 
Quebec ; the mother passed from earth in 1843. The result of this union was the birth of 
four bright children, namely, Clarissa, Flora, Charles and Howard. The children are being 
carefully trained and educated, Mr. Pratt determining that they shall not labor under the 
disadvantages which harassed him in his younger years. 


Our subject cast his first Presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln, and since that time has 
been a cordial supporter of Republican principles. 


SAMUEL M. PRICER, Supervisor of Avoca Township, and the representative of a fine 
old Pennsylvania family, is one of the most prosperous farmers and stock-raisers of this 
township, to which he came in 1873 and settled on his present farm, which embraces 460 
acres on section 1, and to the management of which he gives his attention. The land was 
then in an uncultivated state, but by the exercise of continuous industry and good 
judgment has become one of the most finely cultivate and fertile tracts in the southern 
part of Livingston County. 


Mr. Pricer, of late years, has taken life easier, but still extends the same supervision as of 
old over his farm operations, which are conducted after the most modern and approved 
methods. 


Our subject was born in Ross County, Ohio, Eeb. 16, 1824. and is the son of Jacob and 
Elizabeth (Benner) Pricer, whose birth took place near the city of Philadelphia, Pa. Upon 
both sides the parents were of (german ancestry, and their household included seven 
children, of whom the following survive: Elizabeth, Mrs. Alexander Brown: Louisa, Mrs. 
David Brown : Frances L., the wife of John M. Dwire: and Samuel RL, our subject. With 


the exception of the last they are all residents of Ross County, Ohio. The parents located 
in that county during the pioneer days, where the father carried on farming successfully, 
and where his death took place in the spring of 1852. The mother is still a resident there, 
continuing on the old homestead, near the town of Conistock, and has now passed her 
eightieth birthday, 


Mr. Pricer spent his boyhood and youth among his native hills, receiving a good 
education in a State renowned for its school facilities, even in the country districts. He 
was fond of his books, making good use of his time, and after leaving school was 
engaged for a time as a teacher. Subsequently, when but a youth of eighteen, he engaged 
as clerk and book-keeper in the mercantile establishment of Elijah Rockhold, with whom 
he continued four years. At the expiration of this time he had accumulated sufficient 
capital to go into business for himself, and established a store of general merchandise in 
company with Jacob Benner, with whom he continued five years. He then purchased the 
interest of his partner, and continued there in business several years longer, after which 
he came to this State. 


Mr. Pricer, upon his arrival in Illinois, in 1862, established himself in the hotel business 
at Salem, Marion County, and thence removed to East St. Louis. After a year's residence 
at that point, he established himself as a general merchant at Quincy, II., where he was 
thus occupied three years, and then engaged as a traveling salesman for a St. Louis house. 
In 1873 he came to this county, settled down upon a farm, and has since continued a 
resident of the rural districts. To this latter life he seems more especially adapted, and 
nothing could suit him better than its employments and pleasures. 


He has been blessed with good health, the result of good habits, and besides his farm 
duties has found time to interest himself in the welfare of his community. He first served 
as Commissioner of Highways three years, and in the spring of 1 88G was elected to his 
present office of Supervisor, the duties of which he is discharging with credit to himself 
and satisfaction to all concerned. He takes a keen interest in the success of Sunday-school 
work, as well as in that of the temperance movement, and is Chairman of the Blue 
Ribbon Society of Owego Township, the meetings of which are held regularly in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 


The marriage of Samuel M. Pricer and Miss Mary E. Latham was celebrated at the home 
of the bride, in Washington, Fayette Co., Ohio, in May, 1856. Mrs. Pricer was born in 
Grafton County, N. H., in 1835, and is the daughter of William H. and Eliza (Comers) 
Latham, the latter now deceased. Her father is living, and a resident of Tennessee. Mr. 
and Mrs. P. have no children. 


MRS. EMELINE QUEST. In all countries where men possess gallantry women play an 
important part in affairs, and in this country, to the honor of the laws and the customs be 
it said, women are the equal of men in all rights and privileges, excepting the rights to 
vote and hold office, and it is possible that these rights would be conferred if it could be 
made apparent that the majority of the women so desired it. 


As it is, the influence of women as wives, mothers and sisters, is all potent, and wherever 
they have assayed to fill positions requiring tact and ability they have been successful, 
whether in professions or in the callings requiring talent of an executive order. 


Among the many biographical sketches found in this Album space is given to none more 
cheerfully than to the subject of this sketch, who is an old settler of Livingston County, 
and resides on section 30, Avoca Township. She is a native of Vermillion County, Ind., 
and was born on the 21st of October, 1838. She is a daughter of Minor and Elizabeth 
(Lawrence) Rogers. 


Her father was born in New England and her mother was a native of Ohio. When Mrs. 
was about ten years of age her parents emigrated from Indiana to Livingston County, and 
were among the very early settlers of Avoca Township. 


Her father died in July, 1886, and the mother still resides in Avoca Township, with Mrs. 
Armilda Carson, her youngest daughter. She has passed threescore years, and much of 
her life has been spent as a pioneer, enduring all the privations and hardships of an early 
residence in Indiana and Illinois. Mrs. Quest's father was one of the representative 
pioneers of Avoca Township, and was a man of large acquaintance. He was universally 
esteemed and respected for his many good qualities, and when he died his loss to the 
county was severely felt. 


Mrs. Quest was reared to maturity in Livingston County, and availed herself of such 
opportunities and advantages as were afforded for obtaining a common-school education. 
Her first marriage occurred on the Ist of May, 1861, her husband being Matthew Clark, a 
native of Ireland, and this union resulted in the birth of four children, as follows: Lizzie, 
formerly a successful school teacher, and now the wife of Robert Main, of Avoca 
Township; Annie, John and Fannie. Mr. Clark was a Republican in politics, and a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and in both of these organizations he took a 
deep interest and played an active part. He died on the 5th of December, 1878. On the 
11th of January, 1885, Mrs. Clark was married to her present husband, Charles Quest, a 
native of England. She is the owner of an excellent eighty-acre farm, which is highly 
improved, well drained and fenced, and contains good buildings. 


She is a highly respected member of society, and is prominent in all good works which 
are projected in her neighborhood. She stands deservedly high as a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and enjoys the respect and esteem of all who know her. 


HENRY REMINGTON, retired merchant and grain dealer, is the owner of a pleasant 
home in Fairbury, where he is spending his declining years in the ease and quiet justly 
earned by the labors of his earlier manhood. He is a native of Sutfield, Hartford Co., 
Conn., where he began life Dee. 14, 1820. His early education was conducted in the 
common schools, and when fifteen years of age he pursued the higher branches in an 
academy five years. The most of his time he lived upon his father's farm, and early in life, 
after completing his studies, embarked in business as a grain dealer, locating first at 
Camden, N. C. He was a resident of that town two years, and besides his grain operations 
engaged in general merchandising. 


The two years following he spent in Mississippi and Louisiana, and migrated from the 
latter to the State to Illinois in 1847. 


While a resident of East Granby, Conn., Mr. Remington was married, in 1846, to Miss 
Chloe II. Alderman, the wedding taking place at the home of the bride on the 31st of 
May. Mrs. R. was born in Chester, Mass., April 13, 1822, and is the daughter of Harvey 
and Sarah (Holcomb) Alderman. 


She came to Illinois with her husband, and they first located at Kaneville, Kane County, 
where they resided four years. Mr. Remington engaged in farming, and afterward 
purchased a stock of general merchandise, and continued in trade about seven years. He 
sold out in the fall of 1859, and coming to Fairbury established his present business, 
which has been marked with success from the beginning. 


Mr, and Mrs. K. have one child only, a son, Albert II., who was born Feb. 5, 1850, and 
after reaching manhood married Miss Elizabeth Noyce. He is now engaged in real estate 
and as a grain dealer at Fairbury. 


Besides his village property, which consists of a fine dwelling with ample grounds, Mr. 
Remington owns ten acres of valuable land adjacent, upon which he keeps ten fine Jersey 
cows. He has always taken a warm interest in the welfare of his adopted town, and is the 
encourager of those enterprises tending to its advancement. He cast his first Presidential 
vote for Henry Clay, and has always been a stanch Republican. Socially he is a Knight 
Templar in the Masonic fraternity; he became identified with Masonry in 1854, while a 
resident of Kane County. He was reared in the doctrines of the Baptist Church. Mrs. 
Remington is a Presbyterian. 


The parents of our subject, Isaac and Abigail (Gillette) Remington, were natives of 
Connecticut, and of English ancestry. Their family included three children—Chauncey, 
Daniel, and Henry, our subject; the latter is the only immediate representative living, his 
brothers and his parents being deceased. 


JOHN REX, Ten years is a tender age at which to commence buffeting one's way 
through life, and where one succeeds who begins at that age hundreds fail and fall by the 
wayside. The boy who is then thrown upon his own resources and reaches anything like 
independence by the time he arrives at the prime of manhood, is deserving of much 
commendation for his pluck and perseverance. 


While the writer does not desire to be fulsome in any sense he can commend to boys and 
young men the career of the subject of this sketch, who was left an orphan at the age of 
ten years. 


Mr. Rex, who was a farmer for many years, but now a resident of Fairbury, was born on 
the 4th of April, 1844, in Greene County, Pa., and is the son of Charles and Mary 
(Hickman) Rex, natives of Pennsylvania. The father was a farmer by occupation, a 
member of the Presbyterian Church, and an old-line Whig. During his life he 
accumulated considerable property, which included about 600 acres of land. He was born 
in Pennsylvania in the year 1800, and died in that State in 1854. There is a remarkable 
coincidence of dates in the birth, life and death of the parents of Mr. Rex. 


The mother was born in the same year as the father, and they both died in the same 
minute and hour, of the same disease, and are both buried in the same grave. At their 
death they left five children—Margaret, Elizabeth, Peria, George, and John, who was the 
youngest of the family. 


Mr. Rex was married on the 31st of December, 1865, to Miss Mary A. McMinn. the 
daughter of Thomas R. and Elizabeth (Pollock) McMinn, who were natives of 
Pennsylvania. The father died in 1886, and during his life was a saddler by trade; the 
mother is still living. Mr. Rex received a tolerably fair education in the common schools, 
but at the age of ten years began to support himself, and for a considerable time earned 
what money he could at working by the month on the farm. 


In 1862, when eighteen years old. he enlisted in the 15th Pennsylvania Cavalry, in which 
he was assigned as a private to Company C, with which he served for three years, 
participating in the battles of Antietam, Md., Stone River, Tenn., on the march from 
Nashville to Atlanta, was with Gen. Stoneman in his raid through Virginia, Tennessee 
and North Carolina, and marched through Alabama to Nashville. His discharge from the 
army bears the date July 3, 1865. Upon his discharge from the army Mr. Rex returned to 
Pennsylvania on a visit. In 1880 he came to Livingston County, and moved upon the farm 
which he now owns, consisting of 160 acres on section 17. 


Mr. and Mrs. Rex have five children—Lizzie M., Willie M., Annie M., Maggie and 
Tressa. In 1886 Mr. Rex moved to the town of Fairbury, where he has been engaged in 
the dairy and creamery business in connection with his farm operations. He is a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the only interest he takes in politics is in the 
cause of prohibition, of which he is an earnest and energetic advocate. In his business 
affairs he has been eminently successful, and in his later venture, in Fairbury, especially 
so. There have been wonderful improvements in the dairy and creamery business within 
the past few years, and Mr. Rex has kept abreast of the times in all of them. His farm 
furnishes him ample facilities for feeding and caring for cattle, and the products of his 
dairy can be relied upon as coming from healthful sources. 


BENJAMIN ROBINSON: dealer in real estate at Fairbury, has been a prominent citizen 
of Indian Grove Township for many years, and closely identified with the interests of its 
people. He received but limited advantages in his youth, and has .attained to his present 
position by the exercise of his own natural abilities and common sense. 


Mr. Robinson spent his early life in Franklin County, Ohio, where he was born May 24, 
1837, on the homestead of his parents, William and Nancy (Hutson) Robinson, also 
natives of the Buckeye State. They were reared and married near the home of their 
childhood, beginning life together in 1832. Twenty-seven years later, in 1859, William 
Robinson and his family came to this State, and located first in McLean County, where 
they remained until 1866. In the spring of that year the father of our subject disposed of 
his interests in McLean, and came to this county, where his decease occurred Feb. 6, 
1887, when about eighty years old, his birth having occurred in 1807. 


The mother was born in 1812, and preceded her husband to the silent land in February, 
1868. Of the nine children born of the parental household, two died in infancy. They were 
named respectively Eleanor J., William H., John n., Nathaniel, James V., Edward, David 
F., Thomas F., and Benjamin E., our subject. 


Of these, six were in the army during the Civil War; one of them, Edward, was but 
thirteen years of age when he enlisted. Our subject enlisted in the 95thOhio Infantry as a 
private, and a few days afterward was promoted Second Lieutenant, he was assigned with 
his command to the Army of the Tennessee, and they met the enemy first at Richmond, 
Ky. Upon that occasion Mr. Robinson was captured, but paroled four days later, and took 
the field in November following. He was present at the siege and capture of Vicksburg. 
where he was wounded In the head, and subsequently, in Tennessee, was wounded in the 
leg. The next wound which he received was in the left arm, and he was a second time 
captured by the rebels, remaining their prisoner from June 10, 1864, until in March, 1865. 


For thirty days he experienced the horrors of Andersonville, and during the winter of 
1865 was without shoes or stockings, going barefoot. After leaving Andersonville he was 
taken to Macon, Ga., and thence to Charleston, S. C, where he was placed in the jail yard 
to hold the fire of the Union army. In 1864 he was promoted First Lieutenant, and was 
subsequently made Captain, with which rank he was mustered out. 


Capt. Robinson upon returning from the army, resumed farming in Indian Grove 
Township, this county, for a time, and then established a livery stable which he 
conducted about three years. In 1872 he was elected .Sheriff of Livingston County, and 
served his term creditably and to the satisfaction of the people, as was shown by his re- 
election in 1874, and again in 1876. 


In January, 1882, he was appointed Postmaster at Fairbury, .and served until the change 
of administration resulted in a Democratic successor. During the miner's strike at 
Braidwood in 1877, Capt. Robinson served as Captain of a regiment which assisted in 
quelling the riot, and occupied the rank of Colonel on the staff of Gov. Cullom and also 
Gov. Hamilton. 


Socially, he belongs to the A. F. & A. M., Fairbury Chapter No. 99, and St. Paul 
Commandery No. 34, .and is Past Commander in the fraternity. In the I. O. O. F. he is a 
member of Livingston Lodge No. 290, and St. Bernard Lodge No. 129, K. of P. He is 
also Past Commander in the G. A. R., Fairbury Post No. 75. Politically he is a decided 
Republican, and was a member of the State, and Chairman of the County Central 
Committee. 


The marriage of Capt. Robinson and Miss Sarah E. Finch was celebrated at the Baptist 
parsonage at Bloomington by Rev. Ellis, March 27, 1867. Mrs. R. was born in Madison 
County, Ohio, in August, 1847, and is the daughter of John and Emily Finch, 


the former deceased. Mrs. Finch is living, and a resident of Madison County, Ohio. Of 
this marriage there were born three children, of whom but one is now living, a daughter, 
Lucy J., born Jan. 24, 1868; Clave died in March, 1874, aged three years, and Charles in 
1882, aged eight years. The family residence is pleasantly located on Elm street, and the 
Captain and his wife enjoy the friendship and esteem of a large proportion of the 
residents of Fairbury. 


HUGH ROBINSON, who is in the full meaning of the word a representative farmer and 
stock-raiser of Avoca Township, is a native of Fayette County, Ohio, where he was born 
on the 14th of July, 1842. He is the son of James K. and Ann J. Robinson, both of whom 
were natives of the State of New Jersey ; the paternal ancestors were of Scotch descent. 


When about ten years of age, Hugh accompanied his parents when they came to 
Livingston County, and settled in the southern part of Avoca Township. On the 10th of 
January, 1853, the mother died, and the father followed her over the river in December, 
1860. 


To them were born a large family of children, of whom the following survive: John M., 
now in Kansas, Maria, the wife of Joseph Brown, of Iroquois County, Ill., Darius A., now 
in Nebraska; Nancy S., Hugh; Ellie G.. the wife of William E. Fox, of White County, 
Ind.; Elizabeth, now Mrs. Timm, of Joliet, Ill., and Irene M. 


James K. Robinson, the father of the subject of this sketch, was the first Assessor of 
Avoca Township after its organization. In his political affiliations he always acted with 
the Republican party, and was for many years of his life a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. He was a representative pioneer citizen, and entered cheerfully and 
heartily into the work of improving the section of country where he lived. 


He was always a liberal spirited citizen, and gave substantial encouragement to all 
enterprises that would better his and his neighbors' condition. He enjoyed the confidence 
and respect of all who knew him, and was a man of sterling integrity in all his business 
relations. He was one of the prime movers, and largest contributors to the building of the 
pioneer Methodist Episcopal Church at the site of the former village of Avoca, where he 
was a merchant for a few years. 


In his death the county lost one of its most valuable citizens. Mr. Robinson was reared to 
manhood in this county, and during his youth obtained more than an average education. 
He has been engaged in agricultural pursuits all his life. 


On the 3d of March, 1870, Mr. Robinson was united in marriage with Elizabeth Hartley, 
a native of Canada, and they are the parents of four children: Minnie M., who was born 
May 7, 1872, Lillie G., Nov. 12, 1874; Jessie E., Oct. 6, 1876, and John A., Nov. 25, 
1881. Mr. Robinson owns a fine farm of goodly dimensions, all of which is under a high 
state of cultivation, and upon which he has erected comfortable buildings of modern 
architecture, while he has expended much effort in making the surroundings of the place 
as cheerful and comfortable as possible for his family. 


Mr. Robinson takes a very decided interest in educational matters, which the people seem 
to have appreciated, for they have elected him School Director for fourteen years, and 
School Trustee of the township for two years, and under his administration the school 
funds of the Township have been honestly and judiciously handled. For eight years he 
has been a member and stockholder in the Fairbury Union Agricultural Association, 
which has for its object the promotion of the interest of the annual fair held each year at 
Fairbury. .Mr. Robinson is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in the affairs of 


which he takes a lively interest, as in fact both he and his wife do in everything that 
promotes the welfare of the community in which they live. 


SAMUEL S. ROGERS, proprietor and officiating as mine host of the Fairbury House, 
located at the corner of Walnut and Fourth streets, purchased this property in 1868, and 
after his location here was at once recognized as a valuable accession to the community. 
He is a gentleman of good family, possesses the quality of sound common sense, and 
seems finely adapted to his chosen calling. 


Our subject was born in the town of Peru, Clinton Co., N. Y., Feb. 8, 1821, and is the son 
of James and Sarah (Keese) Rogers, who were among the most worthy members of the 
Society of Friends. James Rogers first saw light in the town made illustrious by the birth, 
in 1790, of the great Statesman, Daniel Webster, Marshfield, Mass., and in early 
manhood followed farming for a number of years. Later he interested himself in 
mercantile pursuits, and traveled in the interests of a Boston iron foundry selling plows. 
He first introduced into the States of Maine, Vermont and New Hampshire the cast-iron 
plow, which was the first innovation over the old wooden implement with which the 
agriculturists of New England laboriously turned the sod. 


He subsequently came to the West, and spent his last years at Fairbury, Ill., his death 
taking place about 1868. While in Massachusetts and upon retiring from his position as a 
traveling salesman, he purchased hotel property, and at a cost of $100 put up a sign which 
was simply lettered " The Boston Hotel. J. Rogers." 


Upon going to Augusta, Me., he was first identified with the Attean Land Association, 
and superintended the manufacture of lumber which, with logs, he rafted down the River 
Kennebec to market at Bath. He then engaged in merchandising in Augusta and invested 
a considerable sum of money in 600 acres of land in Kennebec County. He remained in 
that region until the spring of 1862, and then came to this county, after which he lived 
mostly retired from active labor. 


Samuel S. Rogers completed his education in the schools of Boston, Mass., and remained 
in the city, employed at clerking for several years. He then located in Augusta, Me., and 
entering into partnership with his brother-in-law, John J. Fuller, under the firm name of 
Fuller & Rogers, carried oil for ten years following a prosperous trade in groceries. 


They sold out in 1860, and our subject came to Fairbury, where he was engaged as 
salesman and accountant for about ten years. He then engaged in the hardware business 
with Henry Kingman, under the firm name of Kingman & Rogers, until 1876, when he 
sold out to take possession of his hotel, the Fairbury House, which is considered the best 
hotel in this part of the country, and those who put up there once invariably return to it if 
they can by any means, make it convenient to do so. Mine host gives the utmost attention 
to the comfort of his guests, and the house is kept up in a first-class manner. 


Mr. Rogers, while a resident of Augusta, was united in marriage with Miss Louisa Norris, 
July 14, 1854, and they became the parents of two children— Henry II. and Mabel. 
Henry H., a studious and intelligent youth, was graduated from the Naval Academy at 
Annapolis, Md., but on account of the attacks of sea-sickness which he invariably 


experienced on the water, was obliged to abandon the profession which he had hoped to 
follow in life. 


He then entered the Medical School at Ann Arbor, Mich., where he remained two years, 
after which he spent two years in teaching, and then entered the Medical School at 
Louisville, Ky., where he was graduated. He commenced the practice of medicine near 
Bloomington, Ill., but finding it uncongenial to his tastes, he resumed teaching, and is 
now Principal of the school at Highland Park, Cook County. Mabel, a bright and 
intelligent young lady, was graduated from the Fairbury High School and completed her 
studies at the Wesleyan College at Bloomington. The mother of these children departed 
this life at her home in Fairbury, Nov. 17, 1870, and her remains were laid to rest in the 
cemetery at that place. 


Mr. Rogers was a second time married, March 26, 1872, to Mrs. Caroline A. (Straight) 
Mattoon, who was born in Chautauqua County, N. Y., Feb. 18, 1836, and is the daughter 
of Arby P. and Philena -(Simmons) Straight, natives of Washington County, N. Y. Both 
parents were born in 1803, and are still living, the father a hale and intelligent old 
gentleman, and the mother possessing much of the activity of her early life. Mr. Straight 
followed the occupation of a farmer, and the parental household included twelve children, 
namely : Emily A., now Mrs. N. C. Johnson ; Mary, Mrs. James H. Odell; Alonzo A., 
Levi F., David E., Rufus C. Caroline A., William J., Hiram J., Milton H., Leander L., and 
one who died in infancy unnamed. 


Mrs. Rogers received her early education in the little log school-house near her home in 
Chautauqua County, N. Y., and was first married in 1857, her husband being Franklin A. 
Mattoon, who died in 1861. Her two children by this marriage were Mary and F. Glenn. 
Mary is now Mrs. William M. Butler, of Cairo, Ill., and the mother of one child, a son. 
Comfort. Mr. Butler was graduated from the Law School of Albany, N. Y.. and is now 
State's Attorney of Alexander County, Ill. F. Glenn is located at Hancock, Dak., where 
has been employed in farming and teaching during the last seven years. 


Miss. Caroline A. Roger was a teacher in the High School of Fairbury for a period of ten 
years, and a lady greatly beloved for her rare virtues and amiability. Her daughter Mary 
possesses the lovable traits of her mother, and like her. became a teacher, in which 
profession she was engaged six years before her marriage. 


Our subject, politically, is a Republican of the first water, and although not connected 
with any church organization, is one of the staunchest friends of morality and education. 
Mrs. Rogers is a Methodist, and an active member of the church at Fairbury, Ill. 


THOMAS E. SHAW, a pioneer of 1857, settled with his parents in Avoca Township a 
short time before attaining his majority. 


His early life had been spent in Tippecanoe County, Ind., where he was born Dec. 29, 
1837. He is the son of Aaron and Sarah Shaw, natives of New Jersey, the former born 
Oct. 12, 1800, and the latter March 3, 1799. After the birth of five children, they came to 
the West, where their household was enlarged until they had a family of eight children. 
Of these, three are now surviving, Rachel, the wife of John Bennett: Priscilla, the widow 
of James H. Burdick, who died in the Union service during the late war; James W., of 


Champaign County. Ill. ; Elsie, the wife of Daniel McClain, of Streator, 111., and 
Thomas E. 


The parents of our subject were among the earliest settlers of Tippecanoe County, and 
were residents of Fairfield, in that county, for a period of over twenty years. The father 
was engaged in farming during his entire life, and both parents spent their last years in 
Avoca Township, this county, the mother passing away on the 23d of May, 1870, and the 
father Jan. 21, 1887. They were members of the Society- of Friends, and carried out in 
their lives and characters the peculiar and excellent doctrines of that unobtrusive sect. Mr. 
Shaw was widely and favorably known throughout this section, and was noted for his 
sterling integrity, being above a mean or dishonest action. 


Our subject spent his childhood and youth under the parental roof, receiving a limited 
education, but being carefully trained to habits of industry and principles of honor. When 
the late Civil War called for the enlistment of volunteers, our subject cheerfully 
responded, and Aug. 8, 1862, became a member of Company E, 129th Illinois Infantry, in 
which he was promoted Corporal, and with which he continued until the close of the 
struggle. His regiment was assigned to the Army of the Cumberland, and he participated 
in many of its important battles, being in the engagements at Resaca, New Hope Church, 
Peachtree Creek, and the siege of Atlanta. He joined Sherman's march to the sea, and 
fought at Bentonville, besides meeting the enemy in various minor engagements and 
skirmishes. He endured with patience the hardships and privations of life in the army, and 
fortunately escaped sickness, wounds and imprisonment. After the surrender of Johnson's 
army, he received his honorable discharge, and was mustered out on the 8th of June, 
1865, at Washington D. C. The private soldiers comprised a vast proportion of those who 
made great sacrifices and whose sufferings will never be fully known. Those who have 
returned to private life, and now pursue the even tenor of their way as quiet and law- 
abiding citizens, are deserving of equal honor with those who perhaps suffered more, and 
whose remains repose in unmarked graves. 


Mr. Shaw after returning from the army’, resumed the agricultural pursuits to which he 
had been accustomed from boyhood, mainly in Avoca Township. He returned, however, 
to Tippecanoe County, Ind., for a wife and helpmeet, this lady being Miss Ruth Cresse, to 
whom he was married Nov. 28, 1869. Mrs. .Shaw was a native of the same county as her 
husband, and after becoming the mother of six children, departed this life at her home in 
Avoca Township, Feb. 11, 1887. She had suffered much from a lingering illness, which 
she bore with womanly fortitude and patience, and is held in tender remembrance by her 
affectionate family and scores of friends, as one who fulfilled her duties faithfully in life, 
and in whose death they sustained a great loss. Of their family there are now living, 
Fanny, Sarah, Mary and Aaron. Jay died when ten months old. and Bert at the age of 
three years. 


The farm property of Mr. Shaw comprises 124 acres of good land, which has been 
brought to its present excellent state of cultivation principally by his own hand. He has 
neat and substantial buildings, a good assortment of farm stock, and all the 


machinery required by the progressive agriculturist. He is a citizen generally interested in 
the welfare of his community, votes the straight Republican ticket, and for several years 


has served as School Director, besides being Township Trustee two terms. He is 
identified with the G. A. R., being a member of Fairbury Post No. 75, at Fairbury. 


WILLIAM W. SKINNER, whose early life was characterized by energetic and 
industrious farm employments, in which he was remarkably successful as an agriculturist 
and stockdealer, has now wisely retired, and is spending his declining years in the ease 
and comfort of a handsome home in Fairbury. 


He is a native of Devonshire, England, and was born May 5, 1828. His parents, William 
and Grace (Leeworthy) Skinner, were of pure English blood, and emigrated to America 
in 1834, when their son William was but a child six years of age. After landing in New 
York City they proceeded to Sangerfield, Oneida County, which remained their residence 
twelve years thereafter, and during which time the father was engaged in farming. 


In 1846 they all came to Illinois, and the father purchased land in Kendall County, where 
he built up a fine homestead, and cultivated the soil until departing from the scenes of his 
earthly labors. He was born in 1803, and died in 1855. The mother, born in 1799, passed 
away three years before her husband, in 1852. The household included nine children, 
namely: Mary and Jane, now deceased; William, our subject; Henry; Elizabeth, deceased; 
John, Eliza, Morgan and Martha. 


Mr. Skinner was educated in the common schools, and remained under the parental roof 
until after reaching his majority. He then purchased eighty acres of land in Kendall 
County, and began the career which subsequently proved so prosperous. His property 
includes 480 acres of some of the finest land in Forest Township, a handsome and 
substantial farm dwelling, with its necessary adjacent buildings, and an acre of land 
within the limits of Fairbury. 


After reaching his thirty-second year he was united in marriage with Miss Hannah F. 
Alford, the wedding taking place at the home of the bride, in November, 1860. Mrs. S. 
was born in Clinton County, N. Y., Sept. 9, 1844, and is the daughter of Wesley J. and 
Cornelia B. (Randall) Alford, also natives of the Empire State. Her father was born Aug. 
17, 1820, and her mother in 1823. They are both living, and residents of Belle Prairie 
Township, this county, where for many years Mr. A. followed farming. The parents were 
married in 1839, and the family circle was completed by the birth of nine children, 
namely, Lucina R., Hannah F., Seth R., Emeline, Lorenzo W., Louisa, George, Allie and 
Warren L. Mr. and Mrs. Skinner have two sons only : Rodney C. was born May 12, 1863, 
and married Miss Ella Evans, of Chenoa; he is farming in Forest Township. William was 
born Sept, 1, 1870, and is reading medicine in the office of Dr. C. G. Lewis, of Fairbury. 
Mr. Skinner, politically, uniformly votes the Republican ticket, and is greatly interested 
in the success of the temperance movement. Mrs. S. is a worthy member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 


DAVID F. SMITH. The tendency of the vegetable productions of nature is to 
deteriorate, and particularly is this so in the case of fruit. In order to maintain a high 
standard of quality in apples, peaches, pears, grapes and other fruits which enter so 
largely into the consumption of the world, the constant attention of man is required not 
only in preparing the soil which is to nurture them, but in grafting and intermingling the 


varieties. This business has so many nice and delicate joints involved in it that much 
intelligence and constant study are required to make a success of horticulture, and to be a 
competent horticulturist a thorough knowledge of botany is required. When these two 
lines of business are combined and carried on where the climatic and soil conditions are 
right they are a source of much pleasure and profit. 


The subject of this sketch is engaged in Horticulture and horticulture on section 3, Indian 
Grove Township, one-half mile north of the town of Fairbury, Ill. He was born on the 
21st of January, 1833, in Perry County, Ohio, and is the son of George and Mary (Fisher) 
Smith, the former a native of Ohio, and the latter of Switzerland; they are both living, he 
at the age of seventy-eight years and she at eighty. This venerable couple were the 
parents of eight children, the eldest of whom is the subject of this sketch; the names of 
the others are: Sarah, Lena, Elizabeth, Susan, Eve, Rebecca and George F. Sarah is the 
wife of Peter Humbarger; Lena, of Isaac Foucht; Elizabeth, of Mr. Schrider; Susan, of 
Charles Poorman; Eve. of Alfred Mechling, and Rebecca, of Levi Humbarger: George F. 
married Sarah King. 


On the 26th of September, 1867, Mr. Smith married Miss Clara Smith. Our subject's 
advent into Illinois was on the 18th of April, 1865. He came alone and at once entered 
into the nursery business. His place consists of seven acres of land which is well planted 
in small fruit trees, and other nursery stock, and on which he has erected two fine 
hothouses, which are fifty feet in length. During the time he has been in business he has 
built up an extensive trade in Livingston and adjoining- counties, and gained an enviable 
reputation for his trees and shrubs wherever they have been introduced. On this small 
farm he has erected one of the finest dwelling-houses in the county, and in its 
surroundings Mr. Smith has displayed much taste. 


In 1853 he met with an unfortunate accident, losing his right hand by the explosion of a 
gun. In political matters he votes and works with the Democratic party, but under no 
circumstances does he permit political matters to interfere with his business affairs. 


In our illustration department we present a view of Mr. Smith's residence and 
surroundings. 


Resioence of D. F. SMITH ,SEC.3.INDIAN Grove TOWNSHIP 


ISAAC J. SPANGLER. "Whatever is worth doing at all is worth doing well" is a motto 
that should be faithfully adhered to all the way through life; but unfortunately such is not 
the case. 


Where a man is found who personifies in his work and business affairs this axiom, there 
system, order and harmony prevail, and there is no uncertainty about the resultant 
prosperity. The writer is prompted to these reflections by a visit to the magnificently 


ordered stock farm on section 18, Belle Prairie Township, owned by the subject of this 
sketch. 


Mr. Spangler was born in Lebanon County, Pa., on the 13th of January, 1840, and is the 
son of Jacob and Maria (Beckley) Spangler, natives of the same Slate. The father was 
born in 1806 and died April 25, 1879, on the old homestead in Pennsylvania. 


He spoke and wrote German influcntly. He was a shoemaker by trade, but a part of his 
time was engaged in the management of a small farm. The mother was born in 1808, and 
died in 1851. She was a kind and gentle woman, and was much beloved by all who knew 
her. They were both members of the German Reformed Church, and were the parents of 
twelve children, including our 


subject: Michael; Jonathan, deceased; Samuel lives in Pennsylvania; David lives in 
Columbus, Ohio; Maria; Israel; Harriet died at the age of five years; Joseph lives on the 
homestead: Catherine; Rudolph, now in Arkansas, and one child who died in infancy. 


Mr. Spangler came to Illinois in 1861, reaching Bloomington penniless, and pawned his 
watch for the small sum of $2.50, to enable him to get to Pontiac; from there he 
proceeded to a farm adjoining the one he now owns, where he entered the service 


of Benjamin Walton as a farm hand. He was married, on the 31st of January, 1866, to 
Ellen A. Wareham, a native of Ohio, where she was born on the 18th of March, 1849, and 
reared to womanhood. 


They had five children: Delia; John, who died at the age of eight months; George S. ; 
Francis died in childhood; Isaac J. was killed instantly in Ohio by the falling of a pile of 
lumber. Mr. Spangler was married a second time, on the 29th of September, 


1881, to Miss Emma A. G. Brant, a lady of high culture and refinement. She is the 
daughter of Leonard and Susan Brant, natives of Pennsylvania and Virginia respectively, 
who were residents of Livingston County, where the father died in 1883. 


By this marriage two children have been born—James B. and Ira J. Mr. Spangler is the 
owner of 168 acres of land, which is cultivated after the most approved methods. His 
farm house is a model of its kind, and the barns and other out-buildings are as complete 
in all their details as they could possibly be made. He purchased this farm in 1868, and 
has been assiduous in making improvements. 


He is a great admirer of fine stock, and makes a specialty of breeding Norman, Belgian 
and English draft horses, and high-grade Short-horn cattle. He has held the office of 
School Director, and acquitted himself to the perfect satisfaction of the people. During 
the struggle of the nation for an existence from 1861 to 1865, he served three years in 
Company K of the 3d Illinois Cavalry, enlisting in August, 1861. 


His service was principally in the southwest, and the first chance that he had to smell 
gunpowder was at Pea Ridge, Ark., at which engagement he was taken prisoner, and 
conveyed to Ft. Smith, where he was confined for thirty days until exchanged. He was in 
the siege of Vicksburg, and in the engagements in front and rear which preceded it; and at 
the battle of Germantown, Guntown, and Memphis, Tenn.: he was mustered out in 
September, 1864. 


Mr. and Mrs. Spangler are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and take great 
interest in their church affairs. In political matters Mr. Spangler approves of the doctrines 
taught and practiced by the Republican party. 


MARQUIS D. SPENCE, one of the best known and most highly respected farmers and 
stock-raisers of Livingston County resides on section 4, Belle Prairie Township. It was on 
the farm where he now lives that he was born, and the date of the event was June 29, 
1856. The residence of his parents at that time was a roughly constructed log house, 
which was replaced some years ago by a modern residence. 


The parents were Williamson and Mary (Darnell) Spence. The father came to Illinois in 
1831, and the mother, who was born in Kentucky, came in 1830, and both were among 
the very earliest settlers of Livingston County. 


Mr. Spence, being a native of Livingston County, passed all his boyhood days here, and 
availed himself of all the opportunities presented for obtaining an education in the 
common schools. After this he attended the select schools of Fairbury for two years, and 
then spent two years at the Eureka College, at Eureka, Ill., at the end of which time his 
health became impaired and he was compelled to abandon the school-room and travel for 
the benefit of his health. With this end in view he made a journey to Leadville, Col., and 
other places in the far West, crossing the plains twice in the year 1876. 


In 1880 he found it necessary to again engage in travel, and repeated his trip across the 
plains, this time by train, at which time he pre-empted 160 acres of land, which he 
afterward sold to good advantage. In the fall of 1880 he returned home and settled on the 
old homestead, and for the next three years, jointly with his brother Malachi M., managed 
the farm. At the end of that time the brothers divided the land and its appurtenances, of 
which Marquis took 240 acres, which he has since continued to cultivate, and is now also 
largely engaged in raising horses of the Hambletonian breed and Hamlet-Denmark saddle 
and roadster stock, and is also extensively engaged in the breeding of fine cattle. 


He has in his herd at this time two Short-horn cows of the purest blood that can be 
obtained. He also has eighty bead of pure-blooded Cotswold sheep. He takes great 
interest and displays much enterprise in the breeding of stock, in which line of business 
he has already* obtained an enviable reputation. He has attained that position among the 
leading breeders of this section of the State of which a much older man might justly- be 
proud. It may- also be mentioned in this connection that no other portion of the great 
Northwest has made equal progress in the breeding of blooded stock with this portion of 
the Prairie State. Here we find some of the most magnificent specimens of horses, cattle, 
sheep and swine to be seen anywhere in the United States. 


More real benefit has been conferred upon the entire country by- the enterprising men 
who have taken such a deep interest in this business than most people realize. They 
deserve the highest commendation for elevating the grade of the animals that we work, as 
well as those we use for meat, and no one of the younger men is worthy' of more praise 
than the subject of this sketch. We present a view of his home and surroundings, as well 
as a picture of one of his fine horses. 


Mr. Spence is an ardent member of the Masonic fraternity, and affiliates with the 
Tarbolton Lodge No. 357. The family do not have any active church connections, but 
they are in sympathy' with all movements of a moral or religious character. In politics 
Mr. S. acts with the Democratic party, to which he demonstrates his loyalty' without 
seeking office at its hands. Mr. Spence's excellent education and the experience growing 
out of travel make him a valuable member of the community, and he is looked upon as a 
man of sound judgment, and the wisdom of his arguments is seldom disputed. 


Mr. .Spence was married, on the 1st of January, 1883, to Miss Cora B. Myers, who was 
born on the 16th of April, 1861, in McLean County, Ill., and is the daughter of John F. 
and Sarah (Birdsall) Myers, both of whom were natives of Kentucky. The father of Mrs. 
Spence is an accomplished musician, and endowed with remarkable literary talent, and 
has written many poems which have been widely published. He now resides in Indian 
Grove Township, where he is a wealthy and respected farmer, and is largely' engaged in 
growing fine stock. There has been born to Mr. and Mrs. Spence one child. Marquis 
Meurl, whose birth occurred Oct. 31, 1887. 
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MARTIN M. SPENCE. Illinois is a State of largely diversified opportunities for the 
industrious and enterprising citizen. In an agricultural sense it is one of the best in the 
Union, and its vast prairies, which produce wonderful crops of corn and excel in the 
raising of hay, make the industry of stock-raising one of the most important and 
profitable in which the people engage. Very many of the farmers of Livingston County 
engage more or less in stock-raising, and instead of depending on uncertain markets for 
their grain, feed their entire crop to horses, cattle and hogs, which always find a ready 


market at any time of the year, and they thus have a sure thing in disposing of the 
products of the farm. One of the men who thus combines farming and stock-raising is the 
subject of this sketch, whose fine stock farm is on section 4, Belle Prairie Township. 


This gentleman is a native of Livingston County, where he was born on the 22d of 
August, 1844, his parents being William and Mary (Darnell) Spence, who were natives of 
Kentucky. When Mr. Spence was a boy, he worked on a farm in summer and attended the 
district school in the fall and winter, in which he made such progress in his studies, that 
without difficulty he was admitted to Eureka College, and afterward attended college at 
Monmouth, Warren Co., Ill. After passing through these educational institutions with 
great credit to himself, he returned home and engaged in work upon the farm. 


September 19, 1881, Mr. Spence was married to Miss Jennie Darnell, who was born in 
Johnson County, Mo., on the 26th of July, 1857, and is the daughter of William and Eliza 
(Coffman) Darnell. 


Of this union there are two children, William and Hazel May, who are exceptionally 
bright for their age. Mr. Spence is the owner of 300 acres of as fine land as the sun shines 
on, which he has placed under a high state of cultivation, and which yields crops ample to 
feed a large number of domestic animals. 


Mr. Spence's stock operations are principally confined to horses, and he makes a 
specialty of breeding heavy and light draft, and saddle horses. This business he conducts 
in such an intelligent manner that his profits are certain and satisfactory. 


Mr. Spence is an ardent member of the Masonic fraternity, and a member in good 
standing of Tarbolton Lodge No. 357, and also a member of the Chapter. In politics he is 
an advocate of the principles and measures of the Greenback party and while that party is 
not numerically strong, he adheres to its doctrines regardless of the fact of its being in the 
minority. Mr. Spence has been very successful in his occupations, and has shown rare 
judgment and good management in his business, farm and stock operations. In the 
various relations of life, he sustains the character of an estimable citizen, neighbor and 
friend, and enjoys the full confidence and regard of those who know him. His excellent 
wife is a member of the Christian Church, and takes great interest in the affairs of that 
organization. 


W. SPENCE. One can get an idea of the lapse of time since the subject of this sketch 
settled in Livingston County, when it is remembered that he was the first groom and his 
wife the first bride of the county, and that their parents were about the first white people 
to settle in the county. They have witnessed its growth from a condition of utter wildness 
to one of the most populous and best cultivated counties in the State. 


Mr. Spence is now a retired farmer and lives on section 4, Belle Prairie Township. Our 
subject was born on the 12th of July, 1814, in Madison County, Ky., and is the son of 
Malachi and Courteney Ann (Hubbard) Spence, natives of North Carolina and Maryland 
respectively. The mother died in 1817. and the father remained a widower until his death 


on the Ist of June, 1847, in Livingston County, at the age of eighty years. He had the 
advantages of only a limited education, and in polities he was a Democrat. There were 
born to them nine children—Lacada, Sarah, James, Mary, Rebecca, Keziah, Carrie, our 
subject, and one who died in infancy. 


Mr. Spence was reared on a farm, and spent all the time that he could in attending the 
primitive schools of that day, which were taught in log schoolhouses, there being no 
better school buildings until long after Mr. Spence had attained to manhood. 


He remained at home with his parents until he reached the age of twenty-two, when he 
was married to Miss Mary Darnall, on the 4th of June, 1837, by the Rev. John Darnell, of 
the Baptist Church. She was born on the 18th of September, 1820, in Boone County, Ky., 
and came with her parents to Illinois in 1830. Her father, Mr. V. M. Darnall, was 
snowbound in the winter of 1830-31 at Mackinaw, McLean County, where he had gone 
to obtain provisions for the family. On account of the extraordinary snow drifts on the 
prairie, he was compelled to remain away from his family for five days with the full 
knowledge that they were suffering for food. 


His is credited with being the first family to settle in Livingston County, and they 
suffered terrible hardships and privations, the relation of which would seem incredible to 
the people who are now living in comfort and plenty in this county. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Spence were born five children: Courteney A. R., who married John M. Darnall, who 
died in the army in 1864; Melvina F. E., now Mrs. Allen Bentley : Martin M., who 
married Jennie Darnall: Mary E., who became the wife of D. C. Avery, and Marcus D., 
who married Miss Cora Myers, and is a prominent farmer and stock-raiser of this county. 


Mr. Spence accompanied his parents when they arrived in Illinois on the 15th of October, 
1831. He began life for himself without capital and without land. The first house in which 
he lived was 16x18 feet in dimensions, constructed of roughly hewed logs, with a plank 
floor, .and his first purchase of real estate was eighty acres of Government Land. 


As the years went by and the county became bettor populated, he became move 
prosperous, and from time to time added a few acres to his original purchase, so that his 
farm now consists of 320 acres of land, all of which is cultivated to the best advantage. 
Mr. and Mrs. .Spence can be truly- designated as the pioneers of Livingston County, for 
they have the honor of enjoying the distinction of being the first couple married in the 
county. The half century which has just closed shows the wisdom of the choice on the 
part of each, for during that long period they have lived together as man and wife happily 
and contentedly, sharing alike their joy and sorrows. Mr. Spence has been a life-long 
Democrat, and has lived to see his party again in power, after having no voice in the 
Government for over twenty years. Mrs. Spence is a member of the Baptist Church, 
regular in her attendance, and devoted in her loyalty. It is with pleasure we present on a 
preceding page of this volume portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Spence, worthy pioneers of 
Livingston County. 
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THOMAS C. SPENCER, one of the solid men of Forrest Township, is a native of the 
Prairie State, and was born in the pioneer days, in November, 1826. His early home was 
in Schuyler County, and his parents were William M. and Rachel (Brooks) Spencer, 
natives respectively of Ireland and Massachusetts. 


William M. Spencer emigrated from his native country while a youth, and settled first in 
Lawrence County, this State, in 1804, while it was still a Territory. He occupied himself 
in tilling the primitive soil, and established a gristmill on what was then the Little 
Embarras River. This he operated a good many years, but on account of the troubles 
connected with the War of 1812, was obliged to abandon it for a time. On his premises a 
family of eight were killed by the Indians, and he, with the other inhabitants of that 
section, was obliged to keep a constant watch to preserve his life. The savages murdered 
the settlers indiscriminately, sparing neither women nor children. 


Mr. Spencer finally crossed the Mississippi and made his home near Waterloo, Iowa, in 
1854, where his death took place at the advanced age of eighty-six years, when he was 
making his home with a daughter; the mother had passed away some years before, at the 
age of seventy. 


The father of our subject was twice married, having six children by his first wife. This 
lady was in her girlhood Miss Lorana Snow, who died when middle aged. He was 
subsequently married to Miss Rachel Brooks, and they became the parents of twelve 
children, two now living, namely : Ritcheson and Thomas C. Thomas C. remained at 
home until twenty-five years of age and then started out for himself. One of his first steps 
toward the establishment of a home was his marriage, Sept. 28, 1851, to Miss Sarah A. 
Bocock, a native of Ohio, and born in Highland County, in 1832. Mr. and Mrs. Spencer 


began life together on a farm near the town of Canton, Ill., and in due time the little 
household was enlarged by the birth of seven children, four living, namely : James A., 
William G.. Samuel W. and Jesse O. One son and two daughters are deceased, namely : 
Theodocia E., Maggie E. and John U. The latter died when an infant; Maggie passed 
away when an interesting child twelve years of age, Feb. 27, 1873; Theodocia died at the 
homestead in Belle Prairie Township, Oct. 16, 1865; James and Samuel are married, the 
former being occupied as engineer in an oil mill at Oilman, and the latter is engaged in 
farming. Samuel is carrying on stock-raising in Lake View, Ore. ; William is working at 
the trade of carpenter, at Lake View, Ore., and is interested in the farm with Samuel. 


Our subject acquired a good common-school education, and in early life was trained to 
habits of industry. While in Marshall County he held the offices of School Trustee and 
Justice of the Peace nine years, and was Township Clerk four years. Politically, he is 
Republican, and with his estimable lady is a member in good standing of the Missionary 
Baptist Church at Fairbury, in which he officiates as Clerk, and is otherwise prominently 
identified with its interests. 


The farm of Mr. Spencer lies on section 6, and comprises forty-eight acres, where he 
carries on agriculture, and also a dairy. His farm has a great variety of fruit trees of all 
kinds, and is about equi-distant from Forest and Fairbury. 


DE WITT C. STOCKHAM. "Peace hath its victories no less renowned than war," and 
the subject of this sketch has achieved victories both as a private citizen in peace and as 
the valiant soldier in war. One of the portions of this sketch of which our subject can 
justly feel proud, is that which records the part he took in the war for the preservation of 
the Union, and which resulted, not only in maintaining the Union intact, but in destroying 
the curse of human slavery in this Republic. 


The subject of this sketch, a model farmer and stock-raiser on section 30, Avoca 
Township, is a native of LaSalle County, II., and was born on the 5th of June, 1842, and 
is a son of Joseph Stockham, a native of Lake County, Ohio. His mother died when he 
was but eighteen years old. His great-grandfather was of Welsh descent, and lived to the 
extraordinary age of one hundred and six years. The father of our subject settled in 
LaSalle County in 1826, being one of the early pioneers of that county, and there resided 
until 1861, when he removed to Nebraska, and soon after died. 


DeWitt C. Stockham spent the days of his boyhood in LaSalle County, and in the 
common schools obtained what education he could. When about twenty years of age the 
war between the States of the Union was inaugurated by the secession of nearly all the 
Southern States. On the 29th of August, 1861, when the people began to realize that the 
war would be a long one, and the struggle between the North and the South a desperate 
one, young Stockham saw that his duty lay in the direction of the army. He enlisted in 
Company K, 8th Illinois Cavalry, and served faithfully and honorably until every soldier 
of the Confederate army was either killed or surrendered as a prisoner of war. 


During his term of service he was mostly in the Army of the Potomac, and participated in 
all those campaigns which have become as world famous as the campaigns of Napoleon. 
The list of engagements in which his regiment participated shows at once the proud 


position it occupies in the history of the grand Army of the Potomac. The list is as 
follows: Malvern Hill, Gettysburg (which battle was opened by his regiment, the subject 
of this sketch being one of the front line of skirmishers in the beginning of the battle), 
Antietam, Sharpsburg, the noted cavalry fight at Fredericksburg, and many others of 
equal magnitude in the number of men engaged and lives lost. He was honorably 
discharged July 18, 1865, and immediately after returned to Illinois, when in the winter 
following he came to Livingston County, and settled in Avoca Township shortly after. He 
now owns a good farm of 120 acres of well-improved land. 


Mr. Stockham was married in Fairbury, on the 12th of March, 1868, to Sarah J. Zook, a 
native of Montgomery County, Ind., born May 28, 1840. She is the daughter of Solomon 
and Clarissa Zook, natives of Pennsylvania and New Jersey respectively, both of whom 
are dead. They have two children: Thomas E., born Dec. 31, 1872, and Edward, Dec. 21, 
1877. Mr. Stockham is a Republican in politics, and through the respect of his fellow 
members of that party, and the citizens generally, he was elected for a term of two years 
as Road Supervisor of his district, and is now serving his second term as School Director, 
for which position he is peculiarly fitted, on account of his interest in the welfare of the 
schools. He is a self-made man, and whatever he possesses of this world's goods has 
come to him as the result of industry, perseverance and good management. 


He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church and engages actively in church work, 
having served as Sunday-school Superintendent and Class Leader for a considerable time. 
Whatever has a tendency to better the condition of the community or forward the 
progress of the county and township, meets with his warmest approval and support. 


RUFUS C. STRAIGHT. The man who has been a western farmer for twenty-live years 
can well remember what an undertaking it was to profitably drain his land with open 
ditches, and yet such drainage, in the absence of any better system, was necessary. A few 
years ago the tile was invented, and was quickly recognized as of inestimable value by 
the farmers, in not only enabling them to reclaim waste places, but to greatly increase the 
productiveness of almost all land. The tile soon came into general use, and the result, so 
far as it relates to the agricultural districts, particular of Illinois, has been wonderful. 


The tile inventor, and also the tile manufacturer, have been benefactors in their day and 
generation of the entire people of the country. Prominent among the latter is the subject 
of this sketch, who, in addition to his farming operations, which are conducted on section 
9, Indian Grove Township, is engaged in the manufacture of tile. He is a gentleman who 
is not only well and favorably known in his immediate community, but throughout the 
county. 


Mr. Straight was born in Chautauqua County, N.Y., June 28, 1835, and is the son of Arby 
P. and Philena (Simmons) Straight, also natives of the Empire State, and both of whom 
were born in the year 1803. They were married in July, 1824, and came to Livingston 
County in 1857. Here they purchased land, and followed farming until eight years ago, 
when they retired from active life, and are now living at Fairbury. The former is a leading 


member of the Free-Will Baptist Church, in which he has held the various offices of that 
body, while the latter is a Close-Communion Baptist. 


They have had nine children born to them, namely: Emily, now Mrs. N. C. Johnson; 
Mary, now Mrs. James H. Odell; Alonzo, who married Miss Mahala Stoddard; Levi, who 
married Miss Jane Langworthy; David, who married Annie Cassidy; Rufus C; Caroline, 
now Mrs. Rogers; Johnson W., who married Miss Jennie Ellidge : Hiram, who married 
Annie Wheeler, and Milton Leander. 


Mr. Straight married Miss Francina Abbey, a native of Pennsylvania, where she was born 
May 28, 1837. She is the daughter of Horatio and Martha (Smith) Abbey, natives of Erie 
County, Pa. The father came West, where he died, and the mother died many years ago in 
Pennsylvania. Mr. and Mrs. Straight have had born to them eight children: Willis, Lee, 
Lizzie, Nellie, Guy, Stella; Lena, who died Oct. 24, 1887, aged ten years, five months 
and twenty-six days; and Ray, who died in infancy. 


Mr. Straight emigrated to Illinois in 1854, and located in Livingston County, where he 
purchased land and went to farming, in which occupation he has been unusually 
successful. In 1879 he erected and fitted up a factory for the manufacture of tile of seven 
different sizes, and with sufficient capacity to employ twenty men during the entire tile- 
making season. This was the first establishment of the kind operated in the county. The 
clay upon a portion of his farm is peculiarly adapted to tile molding and baking, and the 
product of his factory is of the most excellent quality. He is one of the principal members 
of the Tile Manufacturers' Association of Illinois, and has given a great deal of time and 
attention to this industry, and it may justly be said of him that he has brought as much 
good common sense, enterprise and means to bear in the manufacture of tile as any man 
in this section of the State. He owns 780 acres of excellent land, the home farm consisting 
of 365 acres, on which he has erected a modern brick residence and excellent farm 
buildings, and we are pleased to present, in connection with this brief sketch of his life, a 
full-page view of the homestead and tile factory, as well as a portrait of the generous 
proprietor. 


Mr. Straight is one of the Trustees of the Presbyterian Church, has held various township 
offices, and has been President of the Agricultural Association for eight years. He is quite 
pronounced in his political views, and espouses with enthusiasm the principles of the 
Republican party. 


Mr. and Mrs. Straight have a very interesting family of children, of whom they are 
pardonably proud. Willis is following in the footsteps of his father, and is operating a 
Large tile establishment at Manhattan, IIl.; Lee is also a tile manufacturer, and is 
successfully managing a large establishment at El Paso, Ill.; Miss Lizzie is naturally an 
artist, and in 1883 began to take instructions in art of Mr. Bigelow, of Chicago, and has 
also been under instruction in Evanston, Ill.; Nellie has likewise been a student at 
Evanston; she has made remarkable progress, and will no doubt become an eminent 
artist. Guy and Stella are attending the public schools of Fairbury, from which the latter 
will graduate in the coming June. 


Mr. and Mrs. Straight were certainly born under a lucky star; they have prospered in all 
the material affairs of life ; they have within their call a family of dutiful children; have 
been honored by the social and religious organizations to which they belong, and have 
the esteem and respect of all the people of the community in which they live. If all these 
conditions are not conducive to happiness, what is? 
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RICHARD STRATTON has been a resident of Avoca Township for the past twelve 
years. He is in possession of 179 acres of land on section 29, and besides general 
farming, is largely engaged in stock-raising, in which he has met with more than ordinary 
success. 


He has been a resident of the Prairie State for nearly a half century, having been brought 
here by his parents when a child three years of age. Our subject was born in New York 
City, Dec. 30, 1835, and is the son of William and Sarah (Clayton) Stratton, natives 


respectively of Ireland and New Jersey. The mother was of excellent German ancestry, 
her grandparents who emigrated to the United States, being among the prominent and 
substantial settlers of New Eugland. William Stratton departed this life at his home in 
Peoria County about 1877. The mother is still living on the old homestead there. 


Richard Stratton was the third son of his parents, whose household included eleven 
children. He was reared to manhood on the farm in Peoria County, and received his 
education in its pioneer schools. Upon coming to this county in 1870, he resided about 
five years in Eppard's Point Township, and thence removed to his present farm. The 
improvements which we see around him today, the finely cultivated fields and substantial 
buildings, are the result of his own industry and perseverance. He has labored early and 
late in the effort to construct a desirable homestead, and the passer-by will concede that 
he has succeeded in a manner which should be entirely satisfactory to all interested. 


He was thrown upon his own resources early in life, and may consequently be termed a 
self-made man, where he is certainly a member of his community of whom his fellow- 
townsmen have the best opinion. 


The lady who has been the close companion of our subject for a period of fifteen years, 
was formerly Mrs. Mary Wagenseller, of Juniata County, Pa., whom he married Feb. 7, 
1873. They have no children. By her first husband Mrs. Stratton became the mother of 
two children—Harry W. and Juniata W. Our subject, politically, is a reliable Democrat, 
and in the pleasant home which he and his wife have together labored to build up, they 
dispense a generous hospitality to a large number of friends. 


BERNHARD STROBEL. Among the many citizens of Livingston County who have 
been contributed by Germany, none stands fairer in reputation, nor has been more 
successful for the opportunities enjoyed than the subject of this sketch, who is a farmer 
on section 19, in Avoca Township. He is a native of Wurtemberg, Germany, born on the 
20th of August, 1820, and is the son of Jacob and Laura Strobel, who were also natives of 
Germany. Of the five children born to his parents the following named are now living: 
George, in Germany'; Clara and Bernhard. 


The last was reared to manhood in his native country, and received, as do most of the 
children of that country, a good education in his native language. In 1850, at the age of 
thirty, he concluded to emigrate to America, and after landing in New York, proceeded to 
the State of Pennsylvania, where, for nearly eight years, he was employed in the iron-ore 
mines, in which occupation he earned the money which gave him his start in this country. 


On the 10th of April, 1855, our subject was married to Theresa Miller, who was born in 
Germany on the 25th of February, 1825. She was the daughter of Sebastian and Victoria 
Miller, both of whom were German by birth. Her parents had seven children, six of 
whom are living: Anthony, in Baltimore, Md.; Theresa; Pauline, a teacher in the public 
schools of Livingston County; Minnie, wife of W. W. Wagner, of Eppard's Point 
Township, also a teacher; Maggie, a public-school teacher; Emma, at present attending 
the Normal School at Valparaiso, Ind. 


In the spring of 1857, with his family, Mr. Strobel came to Livingston County and settled 
on his present farm, which consists of ninety acres, eighty of which are under a high state 
of cultivation, and on which he has erected appropriate buildings for the comfort of his 
family, the protection of the products of the farm and shelter of domestic animals. 


He is eminently a self-made man, as whatever he has accumulated has been through his 
own industry, perseverance and economy. He is a Republican in politics, and does what 
he can in a humble way to further the interests of his party. For the past fifteen years he 
has served in the capacity of Director of Schools, and in that position has done much to 
elevate the educational standard of his district. He has always been a friend of 
educational interests, and believes in the most liberal management of the schools. He and 
his wife are both members of the Catholic Church, and are constant in their devotion. 
They are honored members of society, and enjoy the confidence and esteem of the entire 
community in which they reside. 


THOMAS TALBOTT, a worthy English farmer in Belle Prairie Township, owns a 
quarter of section 1, which constitutes one of the finest bodies of land in the county, 
prolific of the best crops of the Prairie. State, and brought to a high state of cultivation. 
He has been prominent in township and county affairs, is a Deacon in the Christian 
Church, and a Republican who has exercised no small influence in his party in this 
section. His industry and energy are proverbial, and of which a forcible illustration is 
presented in the handsome home which he has built for himself and his family. The 
residence, with its surroundings, invariably attracts the admiring observation of the 
passing traveler, and the farm with its beautiful fields and well-kept stock is creditable 
alike to the proprietor and the township which he has chosen for his abiding-place. 


Our subject was born in Somersetshire, England, April 12, 1.836, and is the son of Henry 
and Ann (Stuckey ) Talbott, also of English birth and parentage. They emigrated to 
America with their family in 1857, and coming to this State located in Cook County, 
where the father engaged in farming, and where the mother died in 1880; the former is 
now living in Newton County, Ind. Their four children are all living, and Thomas was the 
eldest of the family. The others were James, Caroline and Christopher. 


Thomas remained with his parents until twenty-one years of age, then rented a tract of 
land in Cook County, upon which he operated five years. He was married in 1865, and 
then coming to Livingston County, purchased eighty acres of uncultivated prairie land, 
which is now included in his present farm. This amount he afterward doubled, and has 
since devoted his entire attention to its cultivation and improvement. He received no 
assistance whatever from his father or anyone else, and has the satisfaction of knowing 
that his possessions are the result of his own industry. 


The wife of our subject, to whom he was married Feb. 7, 1865, was formerly Miss Mary 
Stuckey, a native of Somersetshire County, England, and was born March 18, 1840. She 
came to America with her parents when seventeen years of age, in 1857, the same year 
that her husband came, and formed his acquaintance in Cook County, where her people 
had settled. Of this union there have been born six children—Hattie, Nettie, Burt, 
Edward, and two who died in infancy. 


JAMES TANNER. This gentleman is one of the oldest living citizens of Avoca 
Township and has made his impression in the history of both the county and township. 


He was born in Montgomery County, Ohio, on the 27th of September, 1815, and is the 
son of Robert and Jane Tanner, the former a native of Kentucky, and the latter of 
Pennsylvania. His paternal ancestors were of English and the maternal ancestors of Irish 
descent. His parents settled in Montgomery County, Ohio., about the year 1812, and were 
among the very earliest pioneers of that region of country. His father has been twice 
married, and of a large family of children there are but three survivors—James, John A. 
and Ann M., the last the wife of Samuel Parrott, of Kansas. 


The subject of this sketch, when about twelve years of age, .accompanied his parents 
when they removed to and settled in Fountain County, Ind., where he was reared to 
manhood and received a rudimentary education in the early subscription schools, which 
were the only kind they had before the inauguration of the present free school system in 
Indiana. His early days were spent upon the farm, where he gained that practical 
experience which has been so valuable to him in active life. 


He was first married in Indiana, on the *24th of December, 1840, to Ann, a daughter of 
Robert Buchanan, and a native of Pennsylvania. She died on the 5th of March, 1852. Mr. 
Tanner's second marriage occurred in Illinois on the 14th of December, 1853, when he 
was united with Ulala Tucker, who was born on the 14th of December, 1823, in Butler 
County', Ohio. She was a (daughter of Joel and Sarah Tucker, who were natives of 
Kentucky and Pennsylvania respectively. When seven years of age she accompanied her 
parents when they removed to Tippecanoe County, Ind., where she was reared to 
maturity. In 1851 with her parents she came to Livingston County, where they settled on 
the Vermilion River in Avoca Township, and were among the pioneer settlers of that 
section. They both died in this place. 


In the spring of 1850 Mr. Tanner came from Indiana to Livingston County, and bought 
eighty acres of laud on section 17, in Avoca Township, to which he has added by 
subsequent purchases until he now owns 154 acres, most of which is under cultivation. 


He has resided continuously on section 17 since he became a citizen of Livingston 
County. At the time he settled here the market for his farm products and the base of 
supplies was Ottawa, to which point he hauled all his grain. He endured all the usual 
hardships that befall the pioneer in a new country, but he has been successful in life, 
overcoming all obstacles, and has now one of the most pleasant homes and best improved 
farms in the county. 


Mr. and Mrs. Tanner are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and for years he 
has served as Class-Leader, Steward and Superintendent of the Sunday-school. To the 
church he is a liberal contributor and as a member his example is worthy of emulation. 
To encourage those actively engaged in the battle of life, a few words of his Christian 
experience from his own pen are quite appropriate in this connection. "I was born of 
Christian parents, who in early youth taught me the fear of the Lord, and to read His holy 
word. I was converted and gave my heart to God in my sixteenth year, finding great 
peace in believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. In this Christian faith and hope I have lived 


for fifty-six years. A large majority of my friends and neighbors have passed on before, 
and I hope to meet many of them in the land where sickness and death will never come." 


He has served as Road Commissioner of the township one term, for several years of said 
board as Treasurer, and as Justice of. the Peace five years, and all these positions he has 
filled with credit to himself and to the satisfaction of the people. Mr. Tanner was 
appointed Postmaster of Lodemia, Oct. 24, 1878, and has held the office up to the present 
time. He is a Republican in politics, and is thoroughly imbued with the doctrines and 
modern ideas of that party. He has a tendency toward the doctrines of the Prohibition 
party, and looks upon the evil of intemperance as one of the greatest curses of the land. 
He and his wife are now in their declining years, but are enjoying the fruits of a life spent 
in usefulness and well-doing. The are both highly esteemed by their neighbors and 
acquaintances. 


WILLIAM TAVENER is a prominent farmer and stock-raiser on section 17, Avoca 
Township, who has been a resident of this country- for fifteen years. He was born July 
14, 1848, in Somersetshire, a county of England, lying south of the Bristol Channel. The 
coast line and surface of this county are very much diversified, and highly picturesque. It 
is watered by the Parret, Axe, Avon, and Yeo Rivers, all of which flow into the Bristol 
Channel. Along the rivers are many marshes and tracts of high fertility, but in other parts 
are extensive wastes, as Exmoor at the western extremity. Cheddar and other cheeses, 
wool, and cider are the principal products. Coal, stone, calamine and fuller's earth are 
obtained. Woolen goods, silks, gloves, linens, stockings, paper, glass, iron-wares, Wool 
cards, shoes, leather and malt are manufactured. The county contains the cities of Bath, 
Wells and a part of Bristol. Antiquities of almost every period of British history are met 
with in this county. This is the county’ from which Mr. Tavener hails, and where he was 
born, the son of Thomas and Elizabeth Tavener, the former deceased, and the latter still 
residing in England. 


He was reared to manhood in his native country, where he received an excellent English 
education. He has all his life been engaged in the occupation of farming. 


Mr. Tavener was married on the 9th of May, 1872, in England, to Miss Sarah Ann 
Masters, daughter of William and Fanny (White) Masters, of Somersetshire, England. 
Her parents are both dead. Directly after his marriage, Mr. Tavener and his wife 
emigrated to America, and soon after their arrival at New York proceeded to Livingston 
County, where for nine years he engaged in farming upon a rented farm. In the spring of 
1882 he settled upon the farm which he now occupies in Avoca Township, where he has 
175 acres of excellent laud, as a reward for his industry, economy and good management 
since becoming a citizen of this country. His surroundings attest truthfully the measure of 
success he has attained, and he is now considered one of the most prosperous farmers of 
Avoca Township. 


He and his wife are both members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and their devotion 
to the church is manifested in many ways. 


Mrs. Tavener was born on the 4th of November, 1846, and is the mother of seven 
children: Minnie L., born June 20, 1875; Fannie E., Aug. 10, 1877; Walter S., Dec. 25, 
1879; Albert E., Dec. 25, 1881; Charles E., Jan. 13, 1885; Jessie M., March 13, 1886, and 
Nellie M., May 13. 1887. 


These children are all strong and healthy, and bid fair to grow to man and womanhood in 
vigorous health. Mr. and Mrs. Tavener have become thoroughly identified with 
American life and customs, and have no cause of regret for having left the land of their 
nativity’ to make their homes and fortunes in the New World, where every man is a peer, 
and there is no caste caused by landed estates or immense wealth, which precludes the 
humblest man in the country from becoming its chief ruler. 


JOHN J. TAYLOR, who is largely engaged in the real-estate, banking and milling 
business in Fairbury, was born on the 17th of July, 1818, in Melton, Saratoga Co., N. Y., 
and comes of Scotch stock, his grandfather being John Taylor, who emigrated from near 
Edinburgh, Scotland, to this country in 1785. His first location was at Boston. He was a 
ship captain and followed the sea for many years, eventually losing his life on the ocean. 
His widow settled near Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 


The name of the father of our subject was George W. Taylor, who was born in Boston, 
Mass., and was the third son of the family. He obtained an excellent education in his 
youth, and became so proficient in mathematics and nautical studies that he was able to 
command a vessel, and followed the ocean for fifteen years, but gave up that vocation at 
the earnest request of his wife, Harriet L. Dupersoy, and adopted farming as his 
occupation, which he made a success. He resided in the State of New York during his 
life, and died in 1881. Having been economical he succeeded in accumulating about 
$20,000. His wife was of French-English descent, and was born in 1795, and died in 
1837. She was the mother of three children: George C, who married Uretta Bentley; John 
J., our subject, and Mary L., who married O. H. P. Nash. 


After obtaining a liberal education in the common schools of his native town Mr. Taylor 
came to Illinois in 1851, and entered Lennox Academy, where he remained two and one- 
half years. He is a pioneer in the real-estate business, and during his early residence in 
Illinois entered about 11,000 acres of land, and ultimately disposed of it at a good profit. 
He has pursued this business to a greater or less extent ever since. In 1866 he engaged in 
the banking business by opening a private banking institution. 


In 1871-72 he assisted in establishing the First National Bank in Fairbury, and became 
one of its Directors. The capital of this bank is $50,000, and it has the entire confidence 
of the community. At the time this sketch is written Mr. Taylor is the possessor of 800 
acres of the best land, which is divided into five different farms of 160 acres each, and 
every one is being placed under a high state of cultivation. Mr. Taylor has twelve acres of 
land in Fairbury, on which he has erected one of the finest dwelling-houses in the town. 


He is what might be called well-to-do, as his assets of real and personal property 
probably foot up to $200,000. He is very largely interested in the milling business at 
Quincy. His mills were destroyed by fire, but he has rebuilt them at a cost of about 


$100,000; they contain all the modern roller improvements, and have a capacity of 1,200 
barrels per day. 


John J. Taylor was married, on the 15th of February, 1855, to Hannah E. Cary, a native of 
Brunswick, Me., who was born Jan. 19, 1828, and is the daughter of James and Mary 
(Oakman) Cary. Her father was a manufacturer of clocks and was a very fine mechanic. 
A Mr. Dennison, an apprentice of his, was the first man to make a watch by machinery, 
and during their lives they were fast friends. Mr. and Mrs. Taylor are the parents of three 
children: Mary L. married Lester H. Strong, and lives in Ottawa, Ill.; Alice E. and James 
C. 


Our subject and wife attend the Presbyterian Church. He is a thorough-going Republican, 
and puts forth his best efforts in political matters for the success of that party, although he 
never neglects his business affairs for polities. Mr. Taylor is handling his affairs 
successfully and profitably. 


In his business relations he is always found to be a man of strict integrity, honorable and 
fair in all his dealings, doing unto others as he would they should do unto him, and thus 
merits and receives the approval of his friends and acquaintances. 


JEREMIAH TRAVIS. The ranks of the men who settled in Illinois in the thirties are 
becoming perceptibly thinned, and like the Old Guard of Napoleon it will not be many 
years before they will have passed to the unknown beyond. They will be gone but not 
forgotten, for the deeds they have done in the body will live after them, and perpetuate 
their memories without the necessity of a "storied urn or animated bust." In the sisterhood 
of States, Illinois stands peerless, and her position could not have been attained had not 
willing hands and stout hearts performed their duties when she was in her infancy. No 
grander duty can be performed by the historian and biographer than to put into 
imperishable print the deeds of the pioneers who have devoted their lives to the 
development and upbuilding of these grand Western States. No matter how humble the 
factor in these accomplishments may be he is entitled to a niche, and it is with such 
feelings that we record the events in the life of a pioneer, the subject of this sketch, who 
is one of the representative farmers of section 5, Belle Prairie Township. 


Mr. Travis was born in Middle Tennessee on the 24th of August, 1821, and is the son of 
Jeremiah and Margaret (Peak) Travis, who were both natives of Old Virginia, and have 
long since passed to their reward. Mr. Travis came to Illinois in the year 1834, with his 
parents, who located in Belle Prairie Township. He is the owner of 245 acres of No. 1 
land, which he entered, securing his title direct from the Government. 


In his farming operations he has displayed great enterprise and has erected a splendid 
residence and commodious barns and out-buildings. For very many years he has made a 
specialty of fine cattle, horses and hogs. In 1882 he established a drain tile factory, which 
has been operated with much success, there being a great demand for the tile of his 
manufacture. 


In 1847 Mr. Travis was married to Miss Eunice Moore, who was born in 1826. They 
have had ten children: Mary M. died at the age of four years; Jonathan died at the age of 
nineteen years ; Mary M., the second child of that name, is married to Mark Widowfield ; 


Nicholas married Miss Eliza Deford ; Joan, deceased, was married to Robert Widowfield; 
Melinda, deceased, was married to John Masterson; Lemuel L. married Miss Emma 
Hanks; Richard lives at home, and two children died in infancy. 


Mr. and Mrs. Travis are members of the Christian Church, she having united with that 
body twelve years ago. Mr. Travis is a believer in the Greenback doctrine, and on the 
subject of finance is diametrically opposed to the doctrines taught by the two old parties. 


Mr. Travis' early career in Illinois was begun under many difficulties. In 1847 he drove 
hogs to Chicago, requiring eighteen days to make the trip, most of the distance being in 
slush and mud up to the top of his boots. On these trips he frequently had to cut brush and 
lay it down for a foundation for a bed to keep him out of the water and mud. On this pile 
he would place his blankets, and despite rain and storm, slept soundly. On reaching his 
destination the hogs were slaughtered, and after hanging for twenty-four hours they were 
weighed and he was paid the sum of $1.50 per hundredweight. 


In early times lie also engaged in driving cattle and hauling wheat and oats to the Chicago 
markets, and the prices received for these products were in about the same proportion as 
that obtained for his hogs. Mr. Travis has lived to see a complete transformation of the 
condition of things. The distance which required eighteen days to traverse then with a 
drove of hogs can be made now in four or five hours by rail, and the city which furnished 
so scant a market in 1847 now virtually controls the markets of the world. 


MARTIN M. TRAVIS. Some men there are whose lives cannot be written without 
interweaving into the story of their incomings and their outgoings the history of another 
life—that of the wife. This is peculiarly and beautifully so in the instance under 
consideration. 


Here is a man nearly seventy-seven years of age who has been married to the woman of 
his choice nearly half a century—half a century within itself an average lifetime. What he 
has accomplished within that time has been with and by the aid of her who has been the 
sharer of his joys and sorrows. When men and women married fifty years ago the 
surroundings were entirely different from the weddings of to-day. There were no 
railroads nor any of the inventions that have revolutionized commercial as well as social 
affairs. Marriage meant hardships, denials, troubles, slow progress in the accumulation of 
wealth in an undeveloped country where luxury and many of the ordinary comforts of life 
were unknown. To the wife it meant much labor, great sacrifice of personal comfort, the 
exercise of unshrinking courage, and in addition it devolved upon her in the adjustment 
of the laws of nature to be a staff of inspiration on which the husband might lean when 
the clouds of adversity hovered over him the darkest. 


Mr. and Mrs. Travis, in the battle of life, stood shoulder to shoulder, and ever clasped 
hands in the mutual endeavor to improve and elevate their condition. Mr. Travis met with 
a great bereavement in the death of his beloved wife, who passed to her reward Oct. 27, 
1887, after an illness of about four weeks. 


Mr. Travis is a pioneer of Livingston County, whose farm is located on section 5, Belle 
Prairie Township. He was born on the 4th of July, 1811, in Overton County. Tenn., and 
his parents were Jeremiah and Margaret (Peek) Travis, natives of Georgia and Virginia 
respectively. The father was born in 1788, married in 1807, came to Illinois in 1834, and 
died in 1871. The mother was two years his senior and died in 1872. The father was a 
chair and spinning-wheel maker by trade, but devoted considerable of his life to the 
occupation of a farmer. When they removed to Illinois their mode of transportation was 
by a wagon drawn by oxen, which made their travel necessarily slow. 


They were the parents of eight children—Susanna, Annie, Martin, John, Pollie, David, 
Jeremiah and Nancy. Four of these are now living. 


The subject of this sketch was married, on the 14th of December, 1837, to Miss Eliza 
Thompson, who was born on the 31st of March, 1814, and was the daughter of John B. 
and Mary (Steers) Thompson, natives of Ken lucky. The father was born in 


1788, and died in 1882; the mother was born about the same date and died in 1873. They 
came to Illinois and located in McLean County in the year 1829, where they remained 
until the occurrence of his death. They were the parents of ten children—Eliza, Johnson, 
William, Simpson E., James, Lilliard, Serena, Elizabeth, Washington and Mary. 


Mr. Travis came to Illinois in 1834, accompanying his parents. His boyhood days and 
early manhood were so thoroughly devoted to the service of his parents on the farm that 
he never had an opportunity to attend school for even a single day. 


At the age of twenty -three he began the struggle of life for himself, and entered forty 
acres of timber land, subsequently purchasing forty acres and then 160 more. His farm 
now consists of 195 acres of well-improved land, on which is a comfortable and 
commodious residence. Although he is now in his seventy-seventh year, the latest 
demonstration of his astonishing vitality was recovering his two-story house with 
shingles, entirely unaided. 


Beginning life without any means whatever, through his own industry and the unflagging 
aid and devotion of his wife, he accumulated lands and means enough to make him 
thoroughly independent during the balance of his days. 


Mr. and Mrs. T. had born to them the following children: Mary A., Rachel, John D., 
Adeline and Francis; besides three deceased, viz: Elizabeth, at the age of eighteen ; 
Serena, at twelve, and Minerva, at thirty-three. 


Mrs. Travis for very many years was a devoted and consistent member of the Baptist 
Church. Our subject has twenty-five grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. Mr. 
Travis has been a life-long Democrat and refers with great satisfaction to the fact that he 
cast his first Presidential vote for Gen. Andrew Jackson. 


STEPHEN TRONC, one of the most extensive land-owners of Livingston County, 
possesses a model farm which he built up from the uncultivated soil, and where he has 
established one of the most valuable and attractive homesteads in Avoca Township. His 
career has been distinguished by industry, good judgment and intelligence, and he has 
always seemed to do the right thing at the right time and in the right place. 


The early home of our subject was on the other side of the Atlantic, in the Province of 
Kur-Hessen, Germany, where his birth took place July 21, 1842, at the modest home of 
his parents, Alexander and Catherine (Ludwig) Tronc. The father was of French birth and 
ancestry, and the mother of German. 


Stephen Tronc is a direct descendant of a French Hugenot family, and is the only son of 
his parents. He was reared in his native Province until a youth nineteen years old, and 
then crossed the Atlantic, making the voyage, which occupied six weeks, on a sailing- 
vessel from Bremen. He landed in the city of Baltimore, whence he started directly 
westward, and took up his abode for a short time in La Salle County, this State, in 
September, 1860. The outbreak of the Rebellion had necessitated an urgent call for 
troops, and he was thus enabled to most clearly signalize his intention of becoming an 
American citizen by enlisting in the defense of the principles which the majority of 
Americans hold most dear. He enlisted in Company I, 11th Illinois Infantry, and 
marching with his comrades to the scene of conflict, engaged in some of the most 
important battles of the war. After participating in the engagements at Fts. Henry and 
Donelson, they moved upon Shiloh, and in the encounter with the rebels there Mr. Tronc 
was wounded in both legs, which necessitated his removal to the hospital. He was not 
content to remain long in confinement, however, and by the very force of his will in a 
short time recovered so that he rejoined his regiment, and had the satisfaction of being 
present at the siege and capture of Vicksburg. He subsequently escaped injury, although 
meeting the enemy in several minor engagements and skirmishes. After a service of a 
little over three years he received his final discharge and was mustered out in September, 
1864. He then returned to Illinois, and in 1868 located near Forest, in this county, whence 
he removed to his present farm on section 2. 


The extensive tract of land which is the property of Mr. Tronc lies in Owego and Avoca 
Townships, and embraces one of the most fertile tracts in Central Illinois. It is hardly 
necessary to state that its present condition has been effected by continuous and arduous 
labor, which has been richly rewarded, as the property is now very valuable. 


Mr. Tronc took for his wife one of his own country-women, namely, Miss Helena 
Frederick, to whom he married Oct. 16, 1864, at the home of the bride in Bureau County. 
John Frederick, the father of Mrs. Tronc, was a native of the same Province as Mr. Tronc. 
He died in April, 1887. 


Of this union there were born ten children, of whom two, Otilla and Rosa S., died in early 
childhood. Those surviving are Frederick A., Henry A., Eliza M., Emma E., Lena S., 
Birdie A., Katie L. and Stephen W. Most of these are at home with their parents. Mr. 
Tronc having been reared in a country which compels its youth to be educated, is 
naturally in favor of the establishment and maintenance of schools, and in giving the 
young those advantages to which they are entitled. He has served as Director in his 
district for many years, and is a citizen who is among the first to be consulted upon 
matters tending to the general welfare of the people around him. He has served as Road 
Commissioner of Avoca four years, and religiously is identified with the Evangelical 
Association. 


Upon becoming a voting citizen he joined the ranks of the Republicans with whom he has 
since affiliated, and is a member of Pontiac Post, G. A. R. 


JOSEPH J. TRULLINGER. The histories of Indiana and Illinois so far as they relate to 
the hardships and privations of the early pioneers are so nearly identical, that a man born 
in Indiana at the beginning of the thirties, experienced as hard a beginning as the man 
who was born or first settled in Illinois at that time. In both States the conditions fifty or 
sixty years ago were such as to test the mettle and make-up of the men and women who 
cast their lot either by birth or settlement in either State. At that time transportation was 
by wagons drawn by horses or oxen over roads which ran through a wilderness or vast 
expanse of prairie, and for half the year were utterly impassable. Steam had not yet been 
utilized to facilitate overland travel, and the mails were few and far between in their 
arrivals and departures. Compared with the present era those were truly slow coach days, 
but the people were perhaps as content and as happy as they are today. 


The subject of this sketch is a representative pioneer of Avoca Township, and a native of 
Fountain County, Ind. He was born on the 19th of October, 1831, and is the son of Jacob 
and Mary Trullinger. The father was a native of Pennsylvania, and the mother was born 
in the State of Maryland. He received a rudimentary education in the early schools of 
Fountain County, which at that time afforded very limited advantages. Mr. Trullinger was 
first married, on the 5th of December, 1852, to Mary Foster, a native of Ohio, who shared 
the joys and sorrows of her husband until the 4th of August, 1886, when she passed to her 
reward. 


On the 17th of March, 1887. Mr. Trullinger was united in marriage to Mrs. Sarah C. 
Spencer, a native of Tennessee. Mr. Trullinger has always been engaged in the vocation 
of a farmer, and largely depended upon his own resources. His father died when he was 
an infant, and his mother in 1872. In 1856 he came from Indiana to Livingston County, 
and purchased forty acres of land, to which he has added forty acres more, making an 
excellent eighty-acre farm, which is well improved. On one of the forty-acre tracts there 
are 747 rods of tile, and the entire farm is enclosed with a good hedge fence. 


When Mr. Trullinger came to this county, he practically had nothing to begin on, and his 
success, which has been measurably good, is wholly attributable to his industry and good 
management. 


Being Republican in politics, and one who takes an active part in local political affairs, 
Mr. Trullinger has been chosen as School Trustee of the township for three years, and 
also served as School Director for several years. He takes great interest in the affairs of 
the Methodist Episcal Church, in which he heas for eight years been Recording Steward 
and for a considerable time a Class-Leader, Sunday-school Superintendent and Church 
Trustee. 


He was one of the first to inaugurate the movement which culminated in building the 
Lodemia Methodist Church and parsonage, and to that enterprise his contribution was 
quite liberal. His course in this matter fully illustrates his public spirit and liberal mind. 
He is a representative citizen of the township, and enjoys the esteem and respect of the 


citizens thereof. His life has been a busy one, and its results are such as to be satisfactory 
to him in his declining years. 


JACOB S. TUCKER. While the late Civil War was very disastrous in the matter of loss 
of property and the sacrifice of human life, it had redeeming features in many respects, 
one of which was that it offered the boys of the North an opportunity to become 
acquainted with the customs and manners of a large section of country which could not 
have been presented them in any other way. It also made the men who were participants 
self-dependent, for in the army it was pretty generally every man for himself. To the man 
who went through safely, the experience has been and is worth much, in that it begat a 
spirit of independence which is valuable under all circumstances and in all the relations 
of life. 


The subject of this sketch had large experience as a soldier, and in that capacity traversed 
an extensive section of the country. He is now a prominent farmer of Avoca Township, 
located on section 18. 


Mr. Tucker is a native of Tippecanoe County, Ind., and was born on the 26th of January, 
1837. He is the son of Joel and Sallie A. Tucker, natives respectively of Ohio and 
Pennsylvania. His maternal uncle, Perrin Stull, was a soldier in the Mexican War, and 
was wounded three times during that service. 


In the fall of 1851 Mr. Tucker's parents emigrated to Livingston County, settling on 
section 16, in Avoca Township, where the father died on the 10th of April, 1885. During 
his thirty-four years' residence in Avoca Township, the people became much attached to 
him on account of his many excellent qualities, and his death was sincerely mourned by 
all who knew him. He was an enterprising and representative citizen, and during his life 
engaged in many enterprises for the welfare of the people, which largely redounded to his 
credit. 


The subject of this sketch has been a resident of Livingston County since 1851, with the 
exception of four years when he lived in Ford County, Ill., and during his service in the 
army. On the 19th of August, 1861, he enlisted in Company K, 3d Illinois Cavalry, in 
which regiment he served for over three years, during which time he was engaged in the 
following battles: Trot Hill, Pea Ridge, Ark., Cotton Plant, Ark., in all the battles 
preceding and during the siege of Vicksburg ; Jackson, Port Hudson, a cavalry charge on 
Bayou Teche, and was present at the surprise of Gen. Forest at Memphis, Tenn. While on 
picket duty at Helena, Ark., he was captured by the enemy, and was confined as a 
prisoner of war four weeks at Little Rock, Ark., at the end of which time he was paroled. 
Besides those named above, which are well known as engagements in which large bodies 
of troops participated, he was in many other engagements and skirmishes. He was 
honorably discharged from the service at the expiration of his term of enlistment, Sept. 5, 
1864, and immediately returned to Livingston County. 


On the 16th of February, 1865, Mr. Tucker was married to Louisa M. Langworthy, of 
Chautauqua County. N. Y., and they have had four children, three of whom are now 
living—Alta, Florence E. and Ira J. Mr. Tucker settled on his present farm, which 


consists of eighty acres of good and productive land, in 1880. He has made a success in 
his undertakings as a farmer, and he is now very comfortably situated. 


He is one of that large number of men who hold that the Greenback should be the only 
circulating medium among the people, and on account of his views upon financial 
questions he has long been attached to the Greenback party. He has served the people as a 
member of the Board of Supervisors for Avoca Township, and has held other minor 
official positions. He affiliates with the Methodist Episcopal Church in religious matters, 
and socially is an ardent Comrade of Post No. 75, G. A. R.. of Fairbury, Ill. 


RUDOLPH ULFERS, of Avoca Township, a self-made man and a fine representative of 
the German element which has assisted so materially in the development of Central 
Illinois, is located on section 32, where he has 160 acres of good land. This he has 
brought to a fine state of cultivation, and it is all enclosed with good fences. The 
buildings are of that substantial character required by the progressive farmer, and the 
premises which he has built up by his own industry and thrift illustrate in a decided 
manner his enterprise and perseverance. 


Upon coming to this country- he labored under more than usual disadvantages, being not 
only poor in pocket, but $80 in debt. This he liquidated as soon as possible, and before 
very long met with that encouragement which was the legitimate result of his honesty and 
industry. Ere long he found himself not only out of debt, but with the prospect of securing 
a home and something to lay by for a rainy day. 


Mr. Ulfers was born in the Kingdom of Prussia, Nov. 21, 1845, where he spent his 
childhood and youth, and received the advantages of a common-school education. He 
emigrated to America in the spring of 1868, before reaching his twenty-third year, 
making the passage from Bremen on a sailing-vessel, and landing in New York City after 
a tedious voyage of eight weeks. 


He had already heard of the Prairie State, and without tarrying long in the metropolis, he 
started directly for Illinois and located first in Tazewell County. A year later he came to 
Livingston County, where he has since remained. He was first employed as a farm 
laborer, lived economically and saved what he could of his earnings, and will never 
forget the time when he was so happy as to be able to secure a quarter section of land. He 
has become thoroughly Americanized, is a Republican in politics, and a devoted member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


The lady who has shared the home of our subject for the last fifteen years and to whom 
he was married April 5, 1873, was formerly Miss Sophia Brown, daughter of Jacob and 
Rosa Brown, of Avoca Township. She was born in New York, received a fair education 
in the common school, and remained with her parents until her marriage. She is now the 
mother of five children, who were born as follows: Katie, Aug. 3, 1874; John, Dec. 17, 
1876; Jacob, July 11, 1879 ; Emma, Sept. 21,1881, and Anna, Jan. 21, 1884. 


JOHN VIRGIN. Remarkable strides have been made in the improvement of the quality 
of horses and other domestic animals in this country within the past few years, and in 


Livingston County may be found some of the men who have accomplished so much in 
this respect. 


One of these gentlemen, whose name is known throughout the country, resides at 
Fairbury. He is engaged in importing, breeding and dealing in French draft horses, and 
brings to bear in his business a rare amount of enterprise and skill. To him belongs the 
honor of first introducing this stock of horses into Livingston County, and since those 
pioneer days in the development of this noble animal in this section of the .State, no man 
has done more and deserves higher praise than he, and in presenting his portrait, which 
we do in this connection, we give to our patrons the picture not only of an enterprising 
business man, but an estimable and worthy citizen. He takes special interest in all 
movements for the public good, and contributes liberally both of his lime and means to 
every good work. 


Mr. Virgin is a native of Indiana, and was born in Carroll County on the 10th of August, 
1838. He is the son of Thomas and Lucinda (Girard) Virgin, who were natives of Ohio. 
The former was reared to manhood in that State, moved to Indiana and was there married. 
He was a farmer by occupation and became a citizen of Illinois, where he continued the 
cultivation of the soil up to the time of his death, which occurred in 1870. His widow and 
family of eight children are all still living. 


Our subject came with his parents to Illinois in 1854, and located near Pontiac, where he 
worked on a farm until 1870, and during that year moved to Fairbury. In 1868 he began 
the breeding of French draft horses, which, as above indicated, was before anyone else 
had inaugurated this enterprise which has since proved to be of such vast importance, not 
only to the agriculturists of the country, but to the business interests of the great cities. 


In 1872 he made the first importation of these horses to Livingston County, bringing at 
that time three splendid animals. Of late years the purchase of these horses in France is 
effected through a resident party in that country, who buys the finest stock and consigns 
them to Mr. Virgin for sale. Since beginning the business he has shipped between 400 
and 500 animals, and the sales now amount to $30,000 or $40,000 annually. When Mr. 
Virgin began the business he had no capital with which to operate, and the first money 
used was borrowed at a time when he was a farm tenant. His splendid success from such 
a beginning certainly indicates rare business talent. 


Mr. Virgin was married, Jan. 26, 1865, to Miss Sarepta J. McDowell, of Fairbury, the 
ceremony being performed by Rev. John Houston, of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Mrs. Virgin was born in Livingston County April 5, 1842, and came from a pioneer 
family who settled in Avoca Township in 1832. The names of her parents were John and 
Elizabeth (Moore) McDowell, natives respectively of Ohio and Tennessee. Mr. and Mrs. 
Virgin have had four children: Georgie, who was born Oct. 23, 1866, and died Sept. 12, 
1881; Minnie, who was born Aug. 18, 1868; Alta, Aug. 4, 1870, and Daisy, Feb. 25, 
1875. 


Mr. Virgin was a member of Company K, 3rd Illinois Cavalry, for three years. He 
entered as a private Aug. 7, 1861, and was promoted Orderly Sergeant, in which capacity 
he acted for nearly three years. He participated in all the heavy battles of the West, and 
was taken prisoner Nov. 25, 18(33, at Vermillionville, La., and was held for thirty days 
when he was paroled. He remained on parole seven months, during part of which time he 


served as Quartermaster in the parole camp, and upon being exchanged remained in this 
capacity until the expiration of his term of service. He was discharged Sept. 4, 1864, at 
Springfield. Il. 


The firm of Virgin, Brown & Co., own 400 acres of fine land in various tracts which is 
specially devoted to raising fine stock. Much of this land is under a fine state of 
cultivation. Mr. Virgin is a Republican, and takes great interest in both the National and 
local campaigns managed by that party. Mr. V. is and has been a member of the State 
Board of Agriculture for the past four years, and is now General Superintendent of the 
State Fair and fat-stock show. He is one of the charter members of Fairbury Post No. 75, 
G. A. R., and has occupied most of its posts of duty and is now Commander. He takes 
great pleasure in attending State Encampments and meeting his old comrades. He and his 
estimable wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and contribute liberally 
to the support and maintenance of that organization. 


AARON WEIDER. So far as relates to residence, the man who was born in Ohio and 
resided there until nearing his majority, then became a citizen of Indiana until his 
marriage, and afterward a resident of Illinois, can boast of citizenship in three of the 
greatest Western States. Ohio people are good people wherever you find them. The 
adopted Indianian is distinguished the World over as a rugged, honest man, while he who 


has lived long enough in the Prairie State to be an IIlinoisan, in fact has acquired about 
the best citizenship that one can boast of. In these declarations we have outlined the men 
among whom Mr. Weider can be classed, as the facts of his birth and life as revealed in 
the following- sketch will show. 


Mr. Welder is a native of Ross County, Ohio, where he was born on the 9th of October, 
1822. He is the son of George and Patience (Ford) Welder, who were natives respectively 
of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and were both of German origin. 


The paternal grandfather was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, and the father served in 
a like capacity in the War of 1812. He was the fourth son in his fathers family, and was 
reared in Ohio until his eighteenth year, when he accompanied his parents when they 
removed to Tippecanoe County, Ind. 


On the 2d of May, 1854, Mr. Weider was married to Matilda Tanner, a native of 
Montgomery County, Ohio. They have had seven children, of whom live are living: 
Blanche, Mrs. A. M. Bentley, of Owego Township; Clara: Jessie F., Mrs. D. M. Phillips, 
of Nebraska; Metta and Alfred G. 


In 1856 Mr. Weider came to Livingston Country with his wife and one child, and after 
residing in various parts of the county, settled on the farm which be is now occupying, on 
section 16, Avoca Township, in the year 1877. This farm consists of 120 acres, every foot 
of which is available for cultivation. 


The subject of our sketch is an enthusiastic member of the Republican party, which upon 
several occasions has chosen him to serve the people in some official capacity. For one 
year he was Collector of Avoca Township, and is at present Assessor. 


He served for many years as District School Director, and for four years in the 
responsible position of Treasurer of Livingston County, in all of which various positions 
he has discharged the duties which devolved upon him to the satisfaction of all the 
people. He is a member of Fairbury Lodge, A. F. & A. JL, and takes an interest in all 
things connected with that fraternity. He and his wife are highly esteemed members of 
society, and popular with all their neighbors. 


Mr. Weider has a war record of which any man might be proud. On the 24th of July, 
1861, he enlisted in Company K, 2d Illinois Cavalry, and served until the Sth of 
December, 1864, during which time he participated in many serious engagements, and 
marched many hundreds of miles. He was in the battles of Pea Ridge, Chickasaw Bluffs, 
Black River, Edwards Station, and the siege of Vicksburg. He had two ribs broken by a 
fall from a horse while participating in a cavalry charge in the skirmish on Red River in 
Louisiana. He took part in numerous engagements and skirmishes, and was honorably 
discharged at Springfield, Ill., at the close of his term of service. He entered the army as a 
private soldier, and was soon afterward chosen First Lieutenant of the company, and for 
nearly two years, while holding that rank, commanded the company, the Captain being 
absent on detached service nearly all that time. 


NICHOLAS WEIHERMILLER. A large proportion of Avoca Township is under 
cultivation by the thrifty and industrious German farmer. This nationality has had much 
to do with the building up of the great West, and the subject of this sketch is performing 


his part as an enterprising citizen on a snug farm on section 25 of the township 
mentioned. The early part of his life was spent in the Province of Bavaria, Germany, 
where he was born May 4. 1856, and from which he emigrated to the United States in the 
spring of 1872. 


The parents of our subject, George and Maggie (Heinliue) Weihermiller, were natives of 
the same Province as their son, and of German ancestry for generations back. Nicholas 
was the fourth of the family, and commenced his education when a little lad six years of 
age. At the age of fourteen he had completed his studies, and two years later with the 
enterprise for which he has always been distinguished, started out by himself to seek his 
fortunes on another continent. He embarked in a sailing-vessel at Bremen, and after a 
voyage of two weeks, set foot on American soil, proceeding at once from New York City 
directly for the West. 


For several years thereafter he was a resident of LaSalle County, this State, whence he 
came to Livingston County in 1877. Mr. Weihermiller commenced life in this county as a 
farm laborer, working two years in Pleasant Ridge Township, after which he farmed there 
on rented land two years longer. He took up his residence in Avoca Township about 
1880, locating on his present farm where he has since resided. 


His property includes eighty acres of good land, and the improvements which the 

passing traveler beholds are the result of the industry and enterprise of the proprietor. 
Besides his home farm he owns eighty acres in Iroquois County, which is operated by a 
tenant. This also has good buildings, and upon his homestead is a creditable assortment of 
live stock, and all the necessary machinery for lessening labor in producing and garnering 
the choicest crops of the Prairie State. 


Considering the fact that Mr. Weihermiller came to Illinois with a cash capital of sixty- 
three cents in his pocket, the progress which he made should be entirely satisfactory to 
himself and those interested. 


The lady who presides over the domestic affairs of our subject, and takes the warmest 
interest in his success, was in her girlhood Miss Louisa Metz, and she became his wife on 
the 2nd of January, 1878. Mrs. W. was born in Woodford County, Aug. 28, 1858, and is 
the daughter of Frederick Metz, one of the most thorough farmers and highly respected 
citizens of Pleasant Ridge Township. 


To our subject and his wife there were born five children, namely, Ida, born March 24, 
1879; George F., Oct. 3, 1881 ; Matilda, March 14, 1883; Bertha, Jan. 17, 1885, and 
Delia, Oct. 30, 1886. 


The parents of Mrs. Weihermiller, Frederick and Barbara (Somer) Metz, are natives of 
Germany, whence they emigrated to the United States, and located in this county about 
twenty years ago. Of the large family of children born to them, the following survive, 
namely, Frederick; Barbara, the wife of William Voelpel, of Tazewell County; John, 
Mary, Louisa, Samuel, Lewis, Lena, William and Amos. 


Mr. Weihermiller is an intelligent citizen who keeps himself informed upon matters of 
general interest, and politically, votes the straight Democratic ticket. 


EMERY WESTERVELT, accountant, and at present book-keeper and assistant cashier 
for Beach & Dominy, bankers at Fairbury, is a native of Franklin County, Ohio, having 
been born twelve miles northeast of the city of Columbus, Oct. 7, 1824. He is a 
gentleman of more than ordinary intelligence, and forms one of the important factors of a 
cultivated community. He was reared to farming pursuits, in which he engaged 
successfully for a number of years, afterward obtaining a collegiate education, and was 
for two years Professor in Otterbein University, at Westerville, Ohio. 


The parents of our subject, Mathew and Abiah (Leonard) Westervelt, were natives 
respectively of Dutchess County, N. Y., and Springfield, Mass. Mathew Westervelt was 
born June 15, 1788, and departed this life in Columbus, Ohio, Jan. 4, 1865. He followed 
farming his entire lire, and with his excellent wife, was a devoted member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. The mother of our subject was born Aug. 24, 1792, and 
survived her husband twenty-two years, her death taking place Jan. 14, 1887, at the 
advanced age of ninety-four years. The family included ten children. 


Our subject spent his boyhood on the parental homestead, pursuing his early studies at 
the district school, and after his connection with the university had ended, engaged in 
farming five years. He was subsequently married, April 24, 1850, to Miss Caroline R. 
Connelly, and a few months later removed to Columbus, Ohio, and thence to Pittsburgh, 
Pa., where he became Superintendent of Duff's famous commercial college, and was thus 
engaged for two years. Afterward he was associated with the Columbia 


Oil Company, a wealthy and highly successful corporation in that city, with a capital of 
$2,500,000, as Secretary and Treasurer, which positions he retained until 1868. 


Then, on account of failing health he removed, first to Philadelphia, and thence to New 
York City, finally journeying West with the Greeley Colony to Colorado. Upon his return 
eastward in 1870, he resided in Fairbury, this county, four months, when he returned to 
Pittsburgh, Pa., and took a position with the firm of A. French & Co., extensive 
manufacturers of railway car and locomotive springs. He remained with this firm three 
years, and in 1875 returned to Fairbury, where he has since resided. 


Besides his duties in the bank, he is Secretary of the Fairbury Building and Loan 
Association, and is rated among the representative business men of the town. 


Mrs. Westervelt was born near Lancaster, Pa., Jan. 7, 1829, and is the daughter of 
Edward and Mary (Graham) Connelly, natives respectively of Ireland and Scotland. They 
resided in Franklin County, Ohio, at the time of their death, which occurred many years 
ago. The household circle of our subject and his wife includes three interesting children, 
named Emery E., Carrie and George P. 


They occupy a snug home on Elm and Webster streets, and enjoy the esteem and 
confidence of a large circle of acquaintances. Mr. Westervelt, politically, is a decided 
Republican. 


J.L. WESTERVELT, of the firm of Easton & Westervelt, proprietors of the leading 
livery, feed and sale stable at Fairbury, is one of the young and energetic business men of 
that place. What he possesses of this world's goods he has secured through incessant and 
well-directed work, and has been the recipient of no legacy whatever. 


Our subject is the son of James L. and Mary A. (Conley) Westervelt, and was born in 
Franklin County, Ohio, Aug. 19, 1860. 


James L. Westervelt, Sr., was born June 1, 1819, in Ohio, where he was reared to the 
calling of a farmer, and followed that vocation through life. Sept. 22, 1840, he was united 
in marriage with Miss Mary A. Conley, and continued to reside in that State until all their 
children were born. Hoping to better their financial condition, he emigrated to Illinois in 
1860, and settled in the eastern part of McLean County, about four miles from Fairbury. 
The country was new at that time, but the father, with his good wife and a family of boys, 
set to work with a will to improve the land, and ere many years had passed away, had a 
well-improved farm. 


He lived and labored on this farm for eighteen years, and then in 1877 disposed of it, and 
purchased a residence in Fairbury. Moving into the latter place, he retired from the active 
labors of life, and there lived until the Master called him to a better home, "a home not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens," his demise taking place in 1880. He was known 
far and wide as a man whose word was as good as his bond, and one who never turned a 
deaf ear to the call of charity. He was a consistent Christian man, holding fellowship in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and respected by all who knew him. 


Mary A. Westervelt, the mother of our subject, survives her husband. She was born in 
Pennsylvania Dec. 10, 1820, and lived with her parents until her marriage. By her union 
with Mr. Westervelt nine children were born, six of whom are yet living, and all are 
residents of this county, with one exception. Mrs. Westervelt with her husband passed 
through all the trials of an early settlement in a new country. Nobly she did her part, and 
the respect in which her children are held to-day, attests the gentleness and kindness with 
which she treated them, and the Christian teachings received from her. She is one of 
those good old Christian women who have a heart as big as a mountain, and it is full of 
love for all humanity. She is living in Fairbury, near to her children, and none are more 
highly respected than Grandma Westervelt. 


Mr. Westervelt of this sketch was an infant when his parents came to Illinois, and was 
reared until his eighteenth year on the old homestead in Mc-Lean County, where he 
attended the common schools, and assisted in the labors on the farm. 


When the father moved to Fairbury, our subject engaged in clerking in a grocery store, in 
which his brother Oscar was interested. He was married to Miss Ella, youngest child of 
Hon. Amos M. and Melissa H. (Kinney) Johnson, Feb. 19, 1882. Miss Johnson was born 
in Fulton County, Ill., in 1862, and by her marriage with Mr. Westervelt has become the 
mother of one child, Roy D., born April 2, 1883. 


In 1886 Mr. Westervelt severed his connection with the film of Westervelt & Co., and 
removed to Chicago, where he engaged in the grocery business at No. 507 Western 
avenue, and for five months conducted the same with considerable success. Then 
disposing of his stock, Mr. Westervelt returned to Fairbury, and associated himself with 
Alexander Easton in the livery, sale and feed business. Politically he is a red-hot 
Republican, and trusts the time will speedily come when that party will incorporate 
Prohibition views in its platform. 


CHARLES WORDEN. The time will come, if it is not at hand now, when the man who 
was born in Illinois when it was one of the young States of the Union, will he 
exceedingly be proud of the fact, as it is destined to take its place at the top of the list, 
from the reason that its natural resources are vaster and more varied than those of any 
other State, and its strides in the race for supremacy in the sisterhood have been more 
rapid and successful than any other commonwealth. 


It will soon have the largest American city which will control the markets of the world, 
the largest area of tilled land, and the most abundant production of domestic animals. The 
native of Illinois can probably point to the position the State now occupies, but the future 
has in store for the things that will make her heart swell with greater pride and joy. 


One of the men who will enjoy this privilege is the subject of our sketch, who was born 
in Henderson County, Ill., on the 10th of October, 1847, and is one of the wealthy and 
substantial farmers of Belle Prairie Township, residing on section 6. 


He is the son of John and Mary A. (Salter) Worden, who were natives of New Jersey, and 
born respectively in 1821 and 1830. They were married in Ohio in the year 1840, and 
came to Illinois in 1846, locating in Henderson county, where he bought 640 acres, and 
became a large stock-grower. There were born to them twelve twelve children, all of 
whom are living, and it is no strange coincidence that at no time during their lives have 
they all sat around the same table at the same time, the older children, many of them, 
having grown up and married before the youngest were born. A family reunion at the 
residence of the parents at their home in Sumner County, Kan., is contemplated, at which 
all the children and grandchildren shall assemble. The names of the members of this large 
family are as follows: Hannah E., Charles, Sarah E., John S., Mary Jane, Samuel, Fannie 
G., Lovina, David, James C., Paul S. and William E. 


Charles Worden was married on the 7th of September, 1869, to Miss Armina Vantuyl, a 
native of Butler County, Ohio, where she was born on the 25th of August, 1848. She is 
of Holland parentage, the ancestors coming from Amsterdam, Holland. 


The mother of Mrs. Worden prepared the first dinner for the men who put up the first 
residence in Middletown, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Worden are the parents of seven children— 
Sophia, Annie, Fannie, Edwin, Ruby, Mary A. and Ernest. Mrs. Worden is a member of 
the Methodist Protestant Church, and the parents of Mr. Worden were prominent 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Ohio, the father being a member of great 
influence. 


Mr. Worden became a citizen of Livingston County in the spring of 1871, purchasing 200 
acres of partially improved land. His farm now consists of 250 acres, which is well tile- 
drained and hedgefenced, and on which there is a fine dwelling-house and good out- 
buildings. Mr. Worden engages extensively in raising high-graded stock. He has been 
honored by election to the offices of School Director, Township Clerk and Commissioner 
of Highways. In all political matters the Republican party reaps the benefit of his 
influence and vote. 


GEORGE WORRICK, a retired farmer and now a resident of Fairbury, came to 
Livingston County in 1854, making the long journey from the State of Ohio by teams, 
and afterward settling upon an uncultivated tract of land, which he in due time 
transformed into a valuable homestead. His first purchase was 125 acres, to which he 
subsequently added until he is now the possessor of a half section, supplied with 
handsome and substantial buildings and all the appliances of a first-class country estate. 


He retired from active labor in 1883, when he turned over the farm to the hands of his 
sons and removed to town, where he occupies one of the finest dwellings in the village. 


He was long ago recognized as a valued addition to the community of Indian Grove 
Township, and both in country and town is widely and favorably known as a 
representative citizen. 


The early years of Mr. Worrick's life were passed in Maryland, where he was born Jan. 
26, 1810. In 1819 his parents removed to Greene County, Pa., where he remained until 
twenty-three years of age, employed in farming, and during the winter season pursuing 
the common branches at the district schools. 


While a resident of the Keystone State he was united in marriage with Miss Eliza 
Compston, a native of Greene County, and born July 31,1813. 


Mrs. Worrick is the daughter of Jacob and Mary (Evans) Compston, the former a native 
of Pennsylvania, and the latter of Culpeper County, Va. They were married in Greene 
County, Pa. Mr. Worrick's parents emigrated to Illinois in 1857, locating in Belle Prairie 
Township, this county, where the father followed farming until called from his earthly 
labors in February, 1882. The mother had departed this life ten years earlier. They were 
very pious people and devoted members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Mr. and Mrs. Worrick removed from Pennsylvania to Ohio in 1842, locating in Licking 
County, where our subject occupied himself in keeping a hotel and dealing in stock for a 
period of twenty-one years. He came to Illinois in 1854, and his subsequent course we 
have already indicated. The household circle was completed by the birth of five sons and 
three daughters : Mary J., the eldest, is the wife of William Johnson, of Strawn ; John 
married Miss Sarah E. Ayers, and both are now deceased, the former being killed by a 
runaway team; Maria is Mrs. Alex. McNabb, of Chicago ; Henry married Miss Maria 
Lyons; Luther R. married Marion Carpenter, who died of consumption in 1881; Harriet 
became the wife of John Skane, and is living in Fairbury; Charles married Miss Jane 
Harp, and Jacob married Miss Maira Barnes. 


Mr. Worrick has been prominent in local affairs since becoming a resident of Livingston 
County, holding the various township offices, and being- one of the pillars of the 
Christian Church, in which he has officiated as Elder for thirty years. He cast his 


first Presidential vote for Gen. Jackson, and continued a Democrat up to the 
administration of James Buchanan. The war agitation and its results had the effect of 
changing his political views, and he has since voted the Republican ticket. 


CHARLES YOUNGER. Among the younger farmers and newer citizens of Livingston 
County, none have made a fairer start than the subject of this sketch, and his prospects for 


the future are bright indeed. An eighty-acre farm, well managed, and cultivated with 
method and system, is as profitable as one of double that size that is conducted in a 
haphazard manner, and it is needless to say that Mr. Younger's farm is one of the most 
productive in the county. Everything about the place denotes system and regulation, there 
being a place for everything, and everything in its place. Since his advent in the county 
the subject of this sketch has popularized, himself with its citizens, and is rated among 
the enterprising men of the county. His farm is located on section 33 of Avoca Township. 


Mr. Younger is a native of Woodford County, 111., and was born on the 8th of February, 
1848. He is the son of Benjamin and Lodemia Younger, the latter of whom is deceased. 
His father was a native of Pennsylvania, and when ten years of age accompanied his 
parents when they moved to Ohio and settled near Salina, where they remained until he 
grew to manhood. They then came to Illinois and settled near Washington, Tazewell 
County, and after remaining there for several years removed to "Woodford County, and 
there lived for about thirty years. 


The father now resides with his sons, In Belle Prairie Township. He has been married 
twice, and became the father of seven children, four of whom survive—William, John, 
Franklin, and Charles, the subject of this sketch. The latter was reared to man's estate in 
his native county, where he received a fair common-school education, and learned the 
rudiments of farming, which occupation he has followed all his life with the exception of 
about five years, when he conducted a meat-market in Ainsworth, Iowa. 


In the fall of 1882 he came to Livingston County, purchasing eighty acres of land on 
section 33, Avoca Township. On the Ist of January, 1873, Mr. Younger was married to 
Phoebe Combes, a native of Woodford County, 111., and daughter of Alfred and Betsey 
Combes, of that county. To them have been born four children—-Alfred, Cora 
(deceased), Benjamin and Herbert. Early in life Mr. Younger took notice of the political 
events which were occurring throughout the country, and when he arrived at his majority 
cast his lot with the Republican party, with which he has affiliated ever since. He has 
never been a seeker after office, and the only one which he would consent to accept was 
that of School Director, for which he is peculiarly fitted on account of the interest he 
takes in educational matters. Mrs. Younger is an active member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and both identify themselves with all social and moral matters. 


WILLIAM YOUNGER, of Belle Prairie Township, has one of the finest stock farms in 
Livingston County, which includes 305 acres of land, a living spring of water, and all the 
buildings required for the successful prosecution of his chosen calling. He has for several 
years enjoyed an enviable reputation as a breeder of Devonshire cattle, fine horses, 
mostly draft animals, and Poland-China hogs. This breed of cattle came originally from a 
county of England which forms a part of its southwest peninsula, with a surface greatly 
broken and diversified, but remarkable for its fertility, and particularly adapted to the 
development of the cattle which for a century have been highly valued, both in this 
country and Great Britain. 


Mr. Younger began the breeding of these cattle in 1876, and now has a herd of twenty- 
five full-bloods. He has been accustomed for the last six years to carrying off the blue 
ribbons at the various county fairs, and at the State Fair. At the Fat Stock Show held in 
Chicago in 1887, his cattle took the sweepstakes premium. 


Mr. Younger was born in Woodford County, III., Aug. 11, 1836, and is the son of 
Benjamin and Sarah (Turner) Younger, natives of Ohio, the latter of whom died when 
William was but eighteen months old. The father afterward married Miss Lodema White, 
of Scioto County, Ohio, who died at her home in Peoria County, Aug. 12, 1887. The 
father still survives, and is now retired from active labor, making his home in Livingston 
County where he has a moderate property. He was born in Ohio in 1810, and is 
consequently seventy-seven years of age. 


Our subject was reared on his father's farm, and received such an education as the district 
schools afforded until he was sixteen years old, when he started out in life for himself, 
and his present condition and surroundings indicate the large measure of success he has 
achieved in his efforts to obtain a home and a competency. After reaching his twenty- 
ninth year Sir. Younger was united in marriage with Miss Nancy Hatton, Oct. 18, 1865. 
Mrs. Younger is a native of Brown County, Ohio, where she was born on the 22d of 
April, 1844. The result of this union is three children, a son and two daughters, namely: 
William H., Emma and Ida M. 


The family residence located on section 2, in Belle Prairie Township, is a structure in 
keeping with its environments, combining comfort and beauty, and displaying in all its 
appointments the most cultivated tastes and ample means. As illustrative of the advance 
made in the style of architecture in this section of county we present on an adjoining page 
a view of Mr. Younger's residence with its surroundings. Mr. Younger has labored 
industriously, lived economically, and his possessions are but the just reward of his toil 
and frugality. 


it. 


eee es, 


i 
SS ape EER 


TEST EYT za REN PEINE PAAS AER DT EL rt AANA 
EVON CATTLE) Sec. 2, BELLE PRAIRIE TOWNSHIP, LIVINGSTON 


ca Zá 


WY Youncer(Bateoer or NortH D 


i Co 


RESIDENCE oF 


JOHN M. ZOOK. Natives of Pennsylvania are numerous in Livingston County, and 
wherever a Pennsylvanian is found a thrifty farmer can be named. The original settlers of 
Pennsylvania were a hardy class of men and women, who were not only noted for their 
thrift and excellent ability as managers, but for their intelligence. When one can trace his 
ancestry back to a generation or two of Pennsylvanians he can establish beyond dispute 
the pedigree of good stock. 


The subject of this sketch is a Pennsylvanian, as was his father, which largely accounts 
for his success in life, having grown from a very unpromising beginning. When a man 
begins on nothing and attains to that point which makes him independent, he is deserving 
of credit, and is generally awarded it. Mr. Zook has devoted himself assiduously all his 
life to the work of making a home which should be a comfort to him and all those 
dependent upon him, and he has succeeded. He is now a prominent farmer and stock- 
raiser of Avoca Township, where he is located on section 33. 


He is a native of Greene County, Pa., and was born Aug. 17, 1836, and is the son of 
Solomon and Clarissa Zook, natives of Pennsylvania and New Jersey respectively. His 
paternal ancestors were of German descent, and on the mother's side of German and 
Yankee origin. His maternal grandfather, John M. Sperry, was a soldier in the War of 
1812. 


When three years of age Mr. Zook's parents removed from Ohio to Montgomery County, 
Ind., where the father engaged in farming, and died about the year 1849. Our subject was 
reared to manhood in Montgomery County, Ind., on a farm, where he received but a 
limited education, on account of the inability of his parents to pay for tuition, and the 
necessity of his performing much work upon the farm. 


He came to Livingston County, Ill., in 1854, and for a number of years farmed as a renter. 
At the time he arrived in this county his cash capital amounted to $1.25, and with that 
small beginning he began life. He has been successful in his business affairs, and now 
owns a very excellent farm, the products of which yield him commensurate returns for 
the labor bestowed and the money invested. 


Mr. Zook was married, on the 2d of March. 1865, to Sarah F. McDowell, daughter of 
Thomas McDowell, of Fairbury, Ill. To them have been born five children, four of whom 
are living—-Jessie, Edward, Harry and Roy. The name of the deceased was Thomas. 


Mr. Zook is independent in political matters, voting for the best man for the office, 
regardless of party. For several years he satisfactorily discharged the important duties of 
School Director, and in that capacity showed considerable ability. He and his excellent 
family stand well in the estimation of all their neighbors, and whenever occasion requires 
respond cheerfully and promptly to all calls which appeal to their generosity. As a farmer 
Mr. Zook is modern in his methods and enterprising in his undertakings. His success 
testifies to his energy and good management. 
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CHAPTER 3 


Summary 


General Observations 


The earliest pioneers came to the Fairbury area in the 1830's through the 1850's. The city 
of Fairbury was formed in 1857 when the railroad came through Central Illinois. 


By the time the 1888 book was written, many of the earliest pioneers had started dying 
out. In many cases, the sons of these earliest pioneers were profiled in the book. 


Huge families were the norm in 1888. Lots of labor was needed to farm the land before 
the advent of mechanization. Infant mortality rates were very high also because the 
medical sciences were primitive at best. 


It is interesting there is no mention of divorces. If the husband or wife died, that was 
stated in the book. In some cases, a couple apparently got divorced and the man got re- 
married. 


The raising and breeding of horses was a very important business in the 1888 pre- 
mechanization period. Little did these people know that by about 1910, horses were 
replaced by the automobile. Most farm horses were replaced by tractors by the 1940's. 


The Civil War 


Many of the men profiled in the 1888 book served in the Civil War. Of the 116 
biographies in the 1888 book, 22 of the men served in the Civil War. The list of men who 
served in the Civil War from the Fairbury area include: 


Cox, Joshua T. 

Easton, Alexander 
Greenbaum, Samuel M. 
Hall, George 
Humphreys, Christopher C. 
McDowell, H.H. 
Morris, Michael 
Murdock, David L. 
Odell, James 
Ostrander, Joseph 
Pearson, Martin 


Pratt, Lorenzo F. 


Rex, John 

Robinson, Benjamin 
Shaw, Thomas E. 
Spangler, Isaac J. 
Stockham, DeWitt C. 
Straight, Rufus 
Tronc, Stephen 
Tucker, Jacob S. 
Virgin, John 


Weider, Aaron 


Aaron Becker paid $1,000 for a substitute person to take his place in the Union Army. 
Lorenzo F. Pratt was honorably discharged after four months of service for medical 
reasons. 


George Hall, Christopher Humphreys, and Thomas Shaw participated in General 
Sherman's March to the Sea. After seizing and burning Atlanta, General Sherman's army 
marched to the east all the way to Savannah on the Atlantic coast. 


Samuel Greenbaum brought back a bride, Miss Henrietta Kayton, from Richmond when 
he returned to the Fairbury area after the war. It is interesting that the 1888 book author 
described it as "As a trophy of the war we find Mr. Greenbaum carrying back from 
Richmond to Yankeedom a bride...". 


James Odell served in the Union Army. He was the father of Levi Odell, the famous 
inventor from Fairbury. 


Rufus Straight served in the Union Army and set up a tile factory on his farm after the 
war. 


Benjamin Robinson was taken prisoner and survived the infamous Andersonville, 
Georgia, POW camp. Miller Hotaling did not serve in the army, but his brother Jacob 
served and then died at Andersonville. Alexander Easton served in the Union Army and 
was taken prisoner. Easton served his time in the Libby prison in Richmond. 


Dr. C.B. Ostrander did not serve in the Civil War. You could say that he tried to do his 
part in freeing the slaves. This story is repeated below: 


" The deep benevolence which is a marked characteristic of Dr. Ostrander is illustrated by 
the following incident. In 1850, and on the day following his entrance into Fairbury, he 
found a fugitive slave chained to the floor of a second-story building and who was to be 
returned to his master in Virginia. The Doctor was also a stanch Abolitionist, and 
determined to rescue the unfortunate. His first business was to procure a conveyance, for 
which he was obliged to travel six miles, and also to procure a chisel, crow-bar and 


sledge. With these he cut the shackles from the negro, and sent him to Chicago, a 
distance of ninety miles, landing there at 4 P. M. the following day, and delivering him to 
Dr. C. V. Dyer, who was connected with the underground railroad and the other means of 
freeing the oppressed. The victim was placed on the steamer "Illinois," commanded by 
Capt. Blake, and landed at Maiden, Canada. For this service they paid the Captain well, 
and also gave the fugitive $10 in money." 


Indians 


The wife of Benjamin Hieronymus was only 12 years old when she moved to the 
Fairbury area with her parents. Indians were still present in the Fairbury area as described 
by the book author: 


" At the time her parents settled in Indian Grove two tribes of Indians, the Pottawatomies 
and Kickapoos, numbering 400 souls, occupied that territory, and the name of their chief 
was Shaubina. Mrs. H. was twelve years of age when her parents came among these 
tribes of Indians and took possession of land on which to make their future home. 


She was born in 1822 in Boone County, Ky., and is the daughter of Valentine M. and 
Rachel (Steers) Darnell, natives respectively of Virginia and Ohio. He came to 
Livingston County in 1830, and located in Indian Grove. At that time there were scarcely 
any settlements whatever of whites, the Indians being not yet wholly dispossessed of their 
lands by acts of Congress." 


Wealthiest Fairbury Citizen 


Thomas A. Beach was probably the richest man to ever live in Fairbury. He was a banker 
and a businessman. He built his beautiful home in 1857 on Hickory Street, which has 
been beautifully restored. 


The 2400 acres of farm land that he owned in 1888 would be worth roughly $36 million 
in 2013 dollars. 


According to family descendants, he acquired some of this farm land because of the 1848 
California Gold Rush. Some Fairbury farmers decided to strike it rich as gold miners. 
They traded their farm land for provisions and mining supplies, which Beach provided 
from his store. 


By the time Thomas A. Beach died in 1911, he probably had a net worth in the 
neighborhood of $50 million in 2014 dollars! 


Seeing the World Before Settling Down in Fairbury 


Perry M. Potter had an exciting few years on the high seas before settling down in 
Fairbury as repeated below: 


"Mr. Potter was fairly educated and started out for himself early in life, engaging first in 
a hotel at Boston, where he remained six years. He then embarked as a sailor on the 
whaling ship "Callao," and sailed around Cape Horn to the Sandwich Islands, whence he 
voyaged to the Arctic Ocean and back, when he was taken ill and confined in the hospital 
at Highlow three months, and subsequently in that at Honolulu. 


In nowise discouraged by this little stroke of misfortune, as soon as able Mr. Potter 
shipped for Hong Kong, China, and after his arrival there staid three weeks, when he 
embarked for Australia, landing at Melbourne, where he remained with the ship's crew 
two months. In the meantime he experimented in gold mining, with little success, 
however, and boarded a vessel for San Francisco, Cal., revisiting the Sandwich Islands on 
the way, and landed at the Golden Gate in July, 1858. Here he once more engaged in 
mining, with indifferent success two years, finally migrating to Vancouver Island, and 
thence up the Frazier River, still in search of the yellow ore. Here he was more 
successful, remaining until January, 1860. 


He then returned to San Francisco, and a year later he started home via the Isthmus, 
landing in Fairbury, this county, in the vicinity of which he has since been contented to 
remain." 


Potter's adventures before settling down in Fairbury are reminiscent of another young 
man's adventures before settling down in Fairbury. From the 1878 history book: 


WILLLIAM FUGATE, farmer and stock raiser, Sec. 35; P. O. Fairbury; a resident of 
Livingston Co.. since 1856: was born in Wayne Co., Ind., near Richmond, March 26; 
1820; when he was 3 years of age, his parents removed to Tippecanoe Co., Ind. ; there he 
lived until his removal to Livingston Co., as above stated. In 1842, he made a journey on 
horseback across Illinois and through the State of Missouri, traveling more than a 
thousand miles." 


Descendants of William Fugate still have the saddle he used for his 1,000 mile 
adventure! 


Farm Illustrations 


The farm illustrations in the 1888 book are a pleasure to look at. Many of the farm 
houses illustrated in this book still stand today. 


Closing Thoughts 


Except for the medical doctors who lived in Fairbury, most of the rest of the 1888 
citizens of the Fairbury area started with nothing. Through their hard work, they tamed 
the prairies and made some of the most productive farm land on the planet. 
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Stuffed Clubs & Antimacassars by Alma Lewis James. New copies of this book are still 
available from the Fairbury Echoes Museum on Main Street in Fairbury. 
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Author Spotlight 


Dale C. Maley is the author of the book Index Mutual Funds: How to Simplify Your 
Financial Life and Beat the Pros. He was also a contributing author to Chapter 18 in the 
2009 book The Bogleheads Guide to Retirement Planning. Dale is a very successful 
private investor who has been a student of Financial Planning and Investing for over 33 
years. 


He was trained as an engineer at the University of Illinois and has been a practicing 
engineer for 36 years. His accomplishments as an engineer include the granting of 16 
U.S. Patents and authorship of over 535 professional technical papers. He is also a 
member of the International Society of Automotive Engineers and the Society of 
Manufacturing Engineers. 


Dale earned an MBA (Masters Degree in Business Administration) degree from Illinois 
State University. Dale became a Registered Financial Advisor in the State of Illinois in 
2006. He works part-time as a fee-only financial planner. He is President of Maley 
Financial Planning. 


One of Dale's hobbies is history, including the history of Fairbury, Illinois. He has given 
several lectures to local Fairbury community groups about the history of Fairbury. Both 
Dale and his wife are 5th generation citizens of Fairbury. 
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How Asset Allocation Can Help You Achieve Your Financial Goals 
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How to Use Psychology to Achieve Your Financial Goals 

Should Immediate Annuities Be a Tool in Your Retirement Planning Toolbox? 
Who Wins the Variable Annuity Versus Mutual Fund Battle? 

Will Your Children or Uncle Sam Inherit Your Estate? 

What Are the Requirements for Becoming a Financial Planner? 

Sell My Stocks Before the Baby Boomers Crash the Market? 

How Do I Determine If I Have Saved Enough to Retire? 

Don't Max Out My 401K? 

Will Reverse Mortgages Be the Salvation of Baby Boomer Retirees? 

Do I Need Ten, Twenty, or Thirty Times My Income to Retire? 

How to Find a Good Financial Planner 

Total Market or Slice-n-Dice for My Investment Portfolio? 

What Safety Factor Are You Using for Your Retirement Plan? 

How Much Income Do I Really Need in Retirement? 

What Lessons Can We Learn from the Crash of 2008? 

How to Invest for Retirement after the Crash of 2008 

Rules-of-thumb or Retirement Planning Software? 

Is Portfolio Rebalancing Worth It? 

Do I Need Umbrella Insurance? 

Got My First Job and How Do I Handle the 401K? 

Are Black Swans Really Harmful to Ordinary Investors? 

Should My Asset Allocation Include My Pension and Social Security? 
Should I Pay Off My Mortgage Early? 

How Does My Asset Allocation Compare to Everyone Else? 


How Do I Maximize Retirement Income From My Portfolio? 


Is Saving 10% of My Gross Income Good Enough? 
Contribute to My Bad 401K or Go Taxable? 

Do I Need an Investment Policy Statement? 

Do I Need Long-Term Care Insurance? 

Do I Need Long-Term Disability Insurance? 

How to Read Your Way to Financial Wealth 

How Do I Select the Correct Risk Level for My Portfolio? 


How Do I Estimate Retirement Living Expenses? 


